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| 
there were not only servants for the period of | 
ven years, who were Hebrews, but that there 
pate claves for life, slaves that descended as an 
OE eats and upon this very passage in the 
pw Testament showing that that law under the 
old dispensation was not abrogated by the intro- 
Juetion of the new dispensation, he holds that 
Paul was bound in justice and right to return 
Onesimus to Philemon. Whom did he return? 
He returned a slave. Onesimus was Philemon’s 
dave. He had escaped from his master; he had 
become converted, had become a believer in the 
Christian religion, and in that epistle of Paul to 
Philemon Paul expresses a great desire to have 
Onesimus with him on account of the comfort it 
would be to him; but he returned him to Phile- 
mon because it wasa matter of duty and of right; 
he was his property. ; : 

But, sir, | do not propose to enter into this the- 
ological argument, and I have only referred to it 
(o show to the honorable Senator that even by the 
standard authority of his own church his posi- 
tions are not tenable. Why, sir, there was such 
a thing as the year of jubilee among the Jews, 
when all that were held in bondage—I mean of 
Hebrew origin—returned to their own tribes and 
to their own inheritance; so that if a man had 
wasted his property, even if he had become a slave 
voluntarily, when the year of jubilee came, he re- 
turned to his own tribe and to his own inheritance. 
Was it ever heard, was it ever contended by any 
commentator on the Scriptures, will it be said b 
the honorable Senator, whom I take to be well 
versed in theological lore, and for whose candor 
and whose honesty and whosecharacteras a Chris- 
tian gentleman I have the most profound respect, 
that a slave held under the Hebrew code was ad- 
mitted to the privilege, upon the return of the year 
of jubilee, of entering into the possession of any 
lands? Notatall. Such an idea has never been 
advanced so faras I have known—and while I am 
not very well acquainted with these things, I have 
sometimes looked into them—no such idea has 
ever been advanced by any Christian writer, un- 
less it has been done in these late days, and the 
books now published upon such subjects I now 
never look into, because the children have become 
so much wiser than the fathers, and the modern 
Christians so much better than Paul, that 1 do not 
trouble myself very much with theirteachings or 
their opinions upon such subjects. 

But, sir, this was not my objectin rising to sub- 
mita few remarks to the Senate on the present 
cecasion. The honorable Senator from Mary- 
nnd [Mr. Jounson] yesterday propounded a ques- 
ton tome, I had stated in some remarks that I 
had previously made to the Senate that in my 
*pinton It was not competent for three fourths of 
the States by ratification to make the proposed 
amendment to the Constitution obligatory upon 
‘dissenting State whose interests were affected 
by the amendment. If I had doubted the correct- 
hess of the position which I then assumed, before 
the speech of the honorable Senator from Mary- 
sad Pata not doubt it now, for the simple 
i anes ~ a more has been said against 

hin oe 0 : at position than was said by 
aes be fr ng t to infer that all that could be 
on Bon ae said; and I know that no Sen- 
the } able to show its unsoundness than 

ronorable Senator from Maryland. 
he rognarable Senator’s question was this: 
shay: nepperent ter all the States, when they 
stitution thet . Dee tofte to provide in that Con- 
in the Une siavery should not exist anywhere 

¢ Vaited States? My answer is, that it 
perfectly competent f y is, that it was 
Ratification of th ant all States agreeing to the 
slavery should tat Constitution to proyide that 
Siate agrecin wh aie within the limits of any 
tent for thei that ratification; it was compe- 
sdmaitted 7 provide that no State should be 

nto their Union unless they also would 

“gree to that as a condition of union; but it was 
wotcompetent for t , 


§ North Carolina, Rhode Island, New York, and 
Virginia, should still be larushens of the Union 


buch — against the protest of 


hem to say thatany other State, | 
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either one of those States against the abolition of i 


slavery in their midst. 
The idea which the honorable Senator from 
Maryland seemed to entertain was, that because 


it was perfectly competent for the original thirteen | 


States to provide in the Constitution, if they had 
chosen to do so, that slavery should not, after its 


adoption, exist anywhere within the limits of the | 


thirteen States, therefore it is competent for three 
fourths of the States, by ratification, now to do 
whatever the original parties to the compact might 
have originally done. If deny the soundness of 
that proposition. 


While I admit that it would | 


have been perfectly competent for the original | 


States to bind every party that came into their 
Union by such anagreement, I deny that that pro- 
vision of the Constitution which empowers two 
thirds of the States to propose amendments, and 
three fourths of the States to ratify those amend- 
ments, gives to such two thirds or three fourths 
the power claimed for them by the honorable 
Senator. 

Let me illustrate. The members ofthis Senate 
are engaged in different pursnits in life. They 
live, if you please, in the same neighborhood. 
One is possessed of a farm adapted to grazing, and 
to grazing alone; another’s property consists en- 
tirely of water-power; another’s property is land 
adapted to avineyard and to nothing else; anoth- 
er’s togrowing grain,&c. For purposes common 
to themselves, regulating their intercourse and 
trade with the outside world, they agree to enter 
into written articles of agreement for a common 
purpose, to promote theircommon interests. They 
do enter into such an agreement as that. They 
agree also in those articles that whenever two 
thirds of their number think a change of those ar- 
ticles ofagreement would be advantageous to them 


all they may propose such amendments, which || 
amendments, if ratified by three fourths of the || 
whole number, shall become binding, and consti- | 
g Sup- | 
pose, sir, under those circumstances, that three 


tute a portion of the articles of agreement. 


fourths of the number should propose for the 
common benefit of the whole that your pasture 
land should be overflowed by my water-power, 
so that your possession is rendered worthless to 
you, and that the vineyard of your neighbor 
should be destroyed or greatly damaged. Suppose 
that this amendment proposed by two thirds 
should afterwards be ratified by three fourths of 
the whole number. I ask you, sir, would you, 
whose entire possession has been destroyed, or 
so affected as to become worthless to you, and 
would the owner of the vineyard whose posses- 
sion has been rendered worthless to him, be bound 
against your and his protest to submit to any such 
conditionsas those, simply because in the articles 
of agreement, and by force of the ratification of 
three fourths of the number, it had been so pro- 
vided? 

Sir, I submit it to you, to the Senate, and to the 
country as a question of law, whether, in the case 
I have supposed, if there was any attempt by the 
owner of the water-power to overflow your pas- 
ture lands, there ever did sit in this or In any 
other country a court of equity that would not 
grant an injunction against the exercise of such 
a power, on the ground that it was a fraud upon 
the contract,a thing not contemplated by the par- 
ties when they entered into the original articles 
of agreement, a thing foreign to the common oe 
pose prompting the parties to enter into such an 
agreement? I take it there can be but one answer 
to that question: that as a question of right, aris- 
ing too upon plain written articles of agreement, 
he who administers the law would say that such 
an attempt by three fourths wasa fraud upon the 
contract and not binding upon the protesting 

rty. 
it whe upon that principle I stated that a ratifi- 
cation by three fourths of the States of the pro- 
posed amendment would not give it the foree and 
validity of constitutional obligation because it 
was in fraud and in violation of the purposes and 
objects for which the Constitution was framed and 
the Union formed. 1 know of no rules of inter- 





retation in reference to the Constitution ef the 
Cite d States except those rules of interpretation 
which arise out of the nature of a contract. In 
interpreting that Gonstitution, the terms of the 
instrument, the circumstances surrounding the 
parties to it, and the common purposes and ob- 
jects which they had in view in its formation 
must all be taken into consideration in order to 
arrive at a just conclusion in reference to the 
powers which it confers upon the Federal Gov- 


|} ernment and which it denies to the States, or 
| which it confers upon a convention called under 


ils own provisions, 
Then | ask in this connection whether the 
proposed amendment would not be in fraud of 


| the original agreement between the parties to the 





| States that made the Union. 


Constitution; whether it would not be contrary 
to the commen purposes and objects which the 
parties had in view in entering into it. Uf it 
would be, then I hold that the attempt to incor- 
porate it into the Constitution would not be bind- 
ing upon a protesting State. Otherwise the Con- 
stitution would be nothing buta trap and asnare. 


| [It wil be admitted that before the Constitution 


was formed you could not have compelled any of 
the four States that were out to enter into it; but 
you formed a contract, an agreement, a compact, 
a Constitution for certain avowed purposes, and 
provided a way to amend it, in order to get into 
your Union certain States who would not other- 
wise have come in, and now you turn around, be- 


cause numerically you have the power,and, with- | 


out placing those States in the position they were 
in before they entered into the Union, giving them 
an entire disconnection from that Union withthe 
free liberty to act, you say, ** We will bind you, 
because you have entered in.’? My answer ia, 


| ** Per fraud;”’ and although | am no secessionist 


—I do not care what people think on that sub- 
ject, though: ih these days I do notcourt the opm- 
ion of the populace in reference to the honesty of 
my course or purposes, or the sincerity of the 
views | express—yet | do hold that such an 
amendment would be the clearest cause of seces- 
sion that could possibly be furnished, or that ever 
has been furnished to any State in this Union, 
The honorable Senator from Maryland seemed 
to think that this might be done because “* we, the 
people,’’ made this Constitution, In one sense 
‘* we, the people,’’ did make it. The people of 
the States united, acting separately, however, did 
make it. Inthe language of Mr. Madison, the 
States are the parties, and the only parties, to the 
Constitution of the United States. It was the 
It never was sul- 


| mitted to the people en masse, or even to a con- 





vention of delegates from all the States, or to a 
Congress composed of representatives from all 
the States; but it was proposed to the States sep- 
arately, and it required the separate ratification 
of the States before it became binding as a cove- 
nant of union between the States, 

But the henorable Senator from Maryland de- 
rived the power to incorporate this provision into 
the Constitution by way of amendment from the 
preamble of the Constitution. He cited that pre- 
amble in these words: 

“ We, the people of the United States, in order to form 
a more perfect union, establish justice, insure domestic 


tranquillity, provide for the common defense, promote the 
general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty’? — 


The Senator stopped there. Certainly Ido not 
wish to misrepresent the argument of the honor- 
able Senator, and | will not doso; but the infer- 


/ence which | drew was, that full and plenary 


power for the enactment of this measure by the 
Congress of the United States and a justification 
for its submission to the States arose from these 
words of the preamble to the Constitution. I 
shall not enter into any djscussion of the ques- 
tion how far the preamble to a written consulu- 
tion can govern its terms. It may be used, per- 
haps, in cases of doubt and uncertainty, 43 €X- 
planatory of what the parties meant; Lut where 


| the terms of the agreement or the constituuon are 


clear aa in themselves, the preamble can have no 
more effect upon the legal interpretation of the 


7 ae 


‘ 
¥ 
* 
id 
€ 
& 
¥ 
> 








Fon an em SO eatin 


1 TYPE eo 


aes igf. 


net 


ae 


ae 


ee Se 





PAK 





1442 


wistrume 


eontrollir he expres 
the statute itself, where the language is clear and 
unequivocal. 

But, sir, for whose benefit did the framers of 


this instrument make it? For the whole world? 
Did they make it for all the nations of the earth? 
Had they in contemplation all the people that in- 
habit the continent of Africa, of Asia, or even of 
Europe? Had they in contemplation that the 
object of its establishment was for that servile 
race which was in their own midst? Notat all. 
I know it may be said that they may have had, to 
some extent, the people of Europe in their mind 
because they provide d for naturalization. ‘That 
is true, and so far as they come into consideration 
in view of the power of naturalization it was estab- 
lished for their benefit. But, sir, what says the 
preamble to the Constitution on that point? 


«“ We, the people of the United States, in order to forma 


more per ‘tunion, establish justice, insure domestic tran 
quillity, provide tor the common defense, promote the gen 
eral welfare, aud secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves 


and our posterity, do ordain aud establish this Constitu 
tion for the United States of America.”’ 


Then, sir, L submit, with all due deference to 
, , , 


| est archangel. 


the honorable Senator, that because this Consti- | 


tution was ordained **to form a more perfect 
Union, to establish justice, insure domestic tran- 
quillity, provide for the common defense, promote 


the general welfare, and secure the blessings of 


liberty,’ it does not follow that any such amend- 
ment as this can be made, because the instrument 
itself shows for whom these blessings were 1n- 
tended to be preserved—to us and toour posterity. 
What connection had the slave population of the 


United States with the formation of this Consti- | 


tution? Did they constitute any part of **usand 
our posterity’? in the contemplation of the framers 
of this instrument? Notatall. Without elab- 
orating this idea, | submit that no just or legiti- 


mate argument can be drawn from the preamble 


of the Constitution that the Congress ofthe United 
States have authority to propose this amendment, 
or thatit would become binding in consideration 
of the ratification of three fourths of the States. 
Neither is it necessary, aside from the question 
of constitutional power, for subserving any of the 


purposes contem| lated in the preamble of the | 


Constitution. ‘The honorable Senator asked, is 
there no justice i It? Is it not necessary for tran- 
quillity? Is it necessary for the common pros- 
perity? Myanswer is, ** no.’? Whence were we 
taught—I make this remark, however, notin vef- 
erence to anything the honorable Senator from 
Maryland has said, but in reference to that pop- 


ular delusion which seems now at its height, and | 
which, | hope, will very soon hasten to its set- | 


tinge—whence do we derive the idea that in this 
abolition movement there is this great and god- 
like principle of justice ? I profess not to be wiser 
than the Almighty, or better than the servants He 
has chosen to proclaim His word and His purpose 
to men 

Mr. HALE. ‘That is modest. 

Mr. SAULSBRURY. As 1am reminded by a 
kind friend on the other side of the Chamber that 
that is modest, I will say | wish my Republican 
friends were just as modest. 

I find that almost since the flood this relation 
has existed upon earth. [have been taught that 
a just God governs this world; and | choose to 
consider this relation of life, which takes its origin 
back to the denunciation of the Most High through 
the patriarch Noah, as in the order of God’s prov- 
idence, without being committed to any of the fal- 
lacies that might arise out of the argument of some 
who discuss the question of the ‘divine institu- 
tion.”? T accept it as a fact in animal life, in the 
life of human beings with immortal spirits, just 





as T accept the facts in physical nature, where | 


see inequality and diversity. 

The theory now common seems to be that the 
law of God’s providence is equality and uniform- 
ity. Such a law never did pervade or regulate 
the works of God’s providence to man; but the 
law of His providence is inequality and diversity. 
{ treat of this inequality of races, of human be- 
ings, precisely as I treat of the inequality which 
I see in inanimate and physical nature all around 
me. Why is it? it may be asked. My answeris 
plain; I de not Kuow; nor de you know. And 
who art thou, O man, says the sacred book, that 
thou shouldst ask such a question? Shalithe clay 
suy to the potter Why hast thou made me so? 


THE CONGRESSIC NAT GLOBE. | 


; : { E 4, oP 
nt than can a pre amble in a statate in \| Sir, there is a God who rules over this world. and Virginia soon seceded and united w 
is : unequivocal language of |! Ile made it. " 


He had aright to make it asto His | 
own wisdom med best, and we finite creatures | 
are not presumy| tu yusly to arraign the order of | 
Fis creation and say this thing 1s right and that 
thing is wrong and we could have made it better. 
In due time it will all perhaps be made manifest. | 
lask you, sir, instead of asking the Supreme 
Maker and Ruler over all, why is it that every- 


thing that has life is not created with immortal | 


spirits and with the loftiest order of intellect? 
Why do you see the little ant? Why do you see 
the crawling reptile? Why do you see the least 
in the chain of being? From the lowest to the 
highest, the great God could have made them all 
alike. Lad He been disposed todo so He could 
have made every member of this Senate a Clay, 
a Calhoun, or a Webster, and He could have 


civen them minds infinitely superior. For pur- | 


poses of Llis own le chose not to do so. He 









April (i, 
| rest, and then North Carolina; but the = 
| Rhode Island standing out by hers: eis 
the Union. TI ask if she was not a scnacc, 

| independent State? Was she boun | byt 
stitution before she ratified it? Certai, 
will not. be contended. Was she bow + ' 
original Articles of Confederation? Aj) 
ties to it except herself had gone off and lef | 
If we never had any other independ nt Sin 
what was once the United States of Amor 
tainly proud little glorious Rhode Island was 
arate and independent, and had too m v3 
to go to war to force all the rest back, T) 
my answer to that portion of the argu 
honorable Senator from Maryland. 





ile 





could have made the infant as a burning seraph 
and the most humble being on earth as the mighu- 
tle did not do so. 

My object in making these remarks is simply 
to call the attention of the Senate and the country 
to the great practical question. Itis Ume forus to 
quit theorizing on this subject and look at things 
as they are. 

Mr. President, I stated the other day, as Ihave 
stated again to-day, that the parties to this com- 
pact of Union, form of Government, or Constitu- 


| tion, whatever you please to call it, were the 


States. 1 did not state it simply because it was 


my opinion, but I cited the express declaration 


| of him who is frequently called the father of the 


Constitution, Mr. Madison himself. 1 understood 
the honorable Senator to deny, yé sterday, that the 
States ever were independent. That, perhaps, was 
said ineautiously, although the honorable Senator 
is not in the habit of saying things jucautiously. 
‘The present Chief Magistrate, I believe, when he 


| came into power, announced the same pfinciple 








|| mon Convention to form a Consttution. 


and said that the Union made the States. I shall 
not combat this idea, for | never heard anybody 
vive in their adhesion to It. 

* But, sir, were these States never separate and 
independent? What were they before the Revo- 
lution? ‘They were separate and distinct colonies. 
‘They were not united colonies, The Revolution 
came. What did they declare in the Declaration 
of Independence? They sent delegates, itis true, 
to a common Congress, justas the allied Powers 
in Europe would send delegates to acommon con- 
gress. Have the allied Powers of Europe ever 
lost their separate existence because they have 
sent delezates to a common congress? Not at 
all. So the colonies sent delegates to a Congress 
to consult together for common interests and to 
secure common benefits. 

What did those colonies, through their dele- 
vates in Congress, declare on the 4th of July, 
1776? Did they declare that they were united, 
and as united entitled tobe one nation? No,sir; 
but they declared ‘ that these united colonies are 
and of right ought to be free and independent 
States;’’ not an independent State, but independ- 
ent States, separate and distinct. ‘They thus con- 
tinued as independent States until they adopted 
the Articles of Confederation in 1777. Being free 
and independent States, did the fact that they en- 
tered into those common articles of confederation 


or agreement, as the allied Powers of Europe || 


would do now incase ofcommon interests, deprive 
them of their separate independent existence? 
Not at all, 

Then, sir, to show that they were separate and 
independent States, how was the present Consti- 
tution formed? They sent delegates to a_com- 
It was 
thereupon agreed that if nine of their number 
could be found to secede from the old Confedera- 
tion and set up a new Government, they should 
become united for certain great common pur- 
poses. My State seceded right off; New Jersey 
followed; then Pennsylvania; and finally the State 
of my honorable friend from New Hampshire se- 
ceded, and made secession complete, They se- 
ceded separately as States, and as separate inde- 
pendent States framed this Constitution. Then 
if the States were never separate and independ- 
ent, | ask what became of Rhode Island? She 
was leftout. With whom was she united? North 


Carolina wasleftout. With whom wagshe united? | 


New Yorkaud Virginia were leftout. NewYork 


| Mr. President, my object in rising was not tg 
enter into anything likea speech on this quesi;, 

| because I briefly addressed the Senat once hi 
fore on this same subject. I oppose th 
ment, not because my people are particuls 
terested in the question of-slavery; we | , 
slaves in our midst to make it of any impx hi , 
us,and no such consideration there!ore voyerys yy 
action; but it is from a high sense of duty to ms 
country; because I believe, in the first place. = 
if you were to submit it to three fourthe of the 
States, and they were honestly, by a majority of 


their votes, to declare in favor of the ratif 
and they should ratify it, as you do not yy 
it to the other fourth whose interests wil] 
fected by it, and to whom you cannot subn 
it would not be binding upon them; secondly, be. 
cause I believe the time is unpropitious. T 
| great fundamental law of a free people shoul 
never be altered in times of high excitement 





these. It is no time to change your organic law 
| while warisraging. Weshould waituntil peace, 
| heavenly descended peace, shall again bless 

| land, when the judgments of men shall be calm, 
\| when reason shall resume its throne, and » 
ja common sense of the common interests of the 

whole people will influence your action, 

| I oppose it again, sir, because [ honestly 

| lieve that even if reunion should be now barely 
| possible, the adoption of this amendment w 

|| prolong this war beyond the lifetime of any u 

|| ber of this Senate. I know it is said that 

| South are doing all they can. I presume thos 


so. Others are more buoyant in hope in refer- 
ence to the future than f am. I have never 
dreamed from the commencement of this strugge 
that it was the child’s play that it was atten 
to make the people of this country believe. The 
| promises of its suppression in sixty days 
ninety days, in a year, in two years, 1 Ure 
| years, I always thought promises idly and 
| siderately made. The histery of the wo d does 
| not show in all the annals of past time where 80 
| many people scattered over that extent of territory 
have been conquered in two or three years, Adowt 
this amendment in addition to your acts of legis 
lation already passed by the Congress of the 
| United States, your confiscation bills, and you 
| laws for the punishment of treason, and whatin- 
ducement have they to return? The alternative 
presented to them is submission, a 1 to be de- 
| spoiled of everything and hung, orto fight to the 
last with the possibility of saving som thing. 
From the commencement of this whole strugg'¢ 
I have been opposed to all this sp cies of legisla- 
tion. Iknowthat my motives have been mis 
I care as much for that as I do for! 


the 








a 


| strued. as iG 
idle wind which I regard not. I believe that! 
commencement of this struggle, had a different 
| policy been pursued, had the Constitution 4 d the 
| rights of the people of the adhering States been 
| respected, had there not been a manWestatiemp’ 
| make every freeman bow in submission toth sA . 
ministration, had the struggle been prosees a 
accordance with those high and elevated privel" 
‘of moral and constitutional law which sh .- 
characterize the struggles of a great peop" ers 
| southern men saw that their rights, their t\" 
| 

| 





liberty, and property could be better ra 

the old Union than out of it, a revulsion 10 S00" 
. . 8 ave re et, 

ern sentiment and opinion would hav es np 

t have ! 





and in course of time reunion migh 
had. But, sir, pursue this system of legisiatk 
and in my honest judgment—though ut may 


| be entitled to any very great pespect—Yr i. 
| will molder in the dust before the Union of ¥ 
States is reéstablished. 


u Again, sir, why shoukl this amendment be 
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nion of thee 


endment be 


red now? This is nota proper time for an- 
ee anh: f presume the people of this coun- 
Coe option of them among whom slavery 


: wht or wrong, Whether three fourths of 
sow acree to iter not. I presume the Senate 
vo House of Representatives honestly wish 
«e's chall be ratified it shall be ratified by the 
ee aa of the people of three fourths of the 


States ¢ 


a 


] ‘ . C a - S > > ' 
A { submitit to you, Senators, is there a pos- 


States. ova 
~ rw thatif you submit it to the people under the 
ve ent circumstances that vote can be had even 
tbe States professedly and knowingly in the 
U “> Lask you, do you believe that he who 

‘aye chosen chief, with an army of a million 
¥ | aifof men, is going to allow men who are 
od fold better Union men than he is to 


yusand 


; > No, sir; that is not his purpose, in my 
ol > s 2 > : . 
eninion; and 1 judge of his purposes in reference 


to the future by his acts in the past. 
~The n, sir, without entering any further into a 
discussion as to military interference, | ask you 
whether, if you want this amendment honestly 
adopted, It would not be better to wait unul there 
ean be a free exercise of the voter’s right? Do 
that, and the people of those States which give 
+ their sanction certainly can have no just cause 
af complaint as a practical question, and can only 
wegtion it in reference to its obligatory character 
e amendment of the Constitution. 

With these remarks, I will not detain the Senate 
longer. 
Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I had not sup- 
sed until within a very short period that there 


A 
were any possible ciretmstances that could in- 
duce meto make a speech, even a shortone, upon 
the question now before the Senate. I say with- 
out any arrogance, or affectation, or anything 


that is unbecoming, that | have made as many 
speeches upon this question as I ever thought | 
should make, agreat many years ago, some dozen 
or twenty years ago nearly. I do not know that 
any practical good can result from anything IT am 
going to say now, Which IL hope will not be much; 
but 1 was admonished once by an incident in my 
own experience that we do not know precisely to 
what uses the speeches that we make may come. 
Some eighteen years age | was traveling ina 
private carriage in a retired part of the State of 
Maine. My horse became somewhat weary, 
and about five o’clock on a Saturday afternoon I 
found itinconvenient to proceed any further, and 
stopped at a small hotel in Penobscot county, I 
think on the Passadumkeag river. I found that I 
had tospend thatevening and all day Sunday there. 
I \noked around to see if I could find something 
to read, something to amuse me. I went to the 
landlady and told her I should like even an old 
almanac of last year, if she had nothing else. She 
looked around, and at last she came to me with 
a large sheet, an extra of some newspaper there, 
and upon opening it 1 found it contained a speech 
‘by John P. Hale in the New Hampshire 
slature, on the abolition question, a year or 


mace 
Leei 


‘wo previous; and that was all the reading that | 


that house contained, and the best. [Laughter.] 
It occurs to me that it is possible some of the 
speeches on this question may amuse the solitary 
hours of some lonely traveler at some wayside 
li) 8 Some future years, and therefore | am in- 
duced to say a few words. 

In the first place, let me say a word to our 
friends who oppose this resolution. They diehard, 
very hard. I remember reading that when the 
British Parliament sat in judgment upon Charles 
and sentenced him to lose his head, they were 
pprehensive that when it came to the last, and 
: Was actually required to bow down and put 
vead under the ax, he might resist, and the 
“Minions, with great pradence and prescience, 
ind prepared pulleys and machinery by which if 
po pnp he should actually be drawn under the 
iv hints ae severed from his body. That 
gs 7 that I think is not without its teaching 
i dae tive day. 1 think that the judgment 
ee 9 orth that slavery must die. “The com- 
et a passed that sentence; and I tell you, 
sabeni Mae is refractory, and does not quietly 
Which to beg mons will prepare pulleys by 

| to bring the victim under the ax, 

sence permit me to say that this is 
vis Team ba and many others have long wished 
Wher we, Loped for, long striven for. Itis ada 


0 the nation is to commence its real lifey or if 


a 


4 
nig 
a 


| 
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-pxist.do not wish to have thisamendmeunt || 





it is not the day, it is the dawning of the day; the 
day is nearat hand. The day is to come when 
the American people are to wake up to the mean- 
ing of the sublime truths which their fathers ut- 
tered years ago aud which have slumbered dead 
letters upon the pages of our Constitution, of our 
Declaration of Independence, and of our history— 
a day when the nation is to be disembarrassed of 
the inconsistencies which have marked its history 
and its career, patent to the world and to our- 
selves when we have had the courage faithfully, 
fairly, and boldly to look the truth in the face. 

Sir, what is the truth?) We have had upon the 
pages of our public history, our public documents, 
and our public records some of the sublimest truths 
that ever fell from human lips; and there never 
has been in the history of the world a more strik- 
ing contrast than we have presented to heaven 
and earth between the grandeur and the sublimity 
of our professions and the degradation and in- 
famy of our practice. Thatday is to passaway, 
and to pass away, I trust, right speedily. 

lam glad that the conduct of the theological 
branch of this discussion has been handed over 
toa man who can so ably handle it as my dis- 
tinguished friend from lowa, (Mr. Hartan;] but 
let me congratulate him that in conducting that 
theological discussion very great progress has 
been made. 
this scriptural question had to begin with * cursed 
be Canaan,’’ at Genesis. We have got by that; 


| Genesis is laid aside; and we have got so far 


through the Bible that we have actually finished 


SIONAL GLOBE. 


A little while ago a man who argued | 


the reading of the epistle of Paul the apostle to | 


Philemon. [Laughter.] Weshall soon get through 


| the Testament when we have got thus far. If my 


honorable friend takes up that question, and ac- 
cepts the challenge that is thus made to him, I 
suppose he will illustrate some differences that 
may be found in the slavery to which Onesimus 
was sent back and that which we are about to 
abolish that are somewhat curious. But 1 will 
not dwell upon that subject. 

sut I desire to say a word, in all sincerity and 


| in all kindness, to those gentlemen who still linger 


here, the representatives, or rather the adminis- 
trators de bonis non, of what was once the old 
Democratic party. [Laughter.] They pretend 
to think—and I am not the man to stand here and 


| suy they do not believe what they pretend to be- 


lieve—that it is in their power, if they had the 
control, tosave the country and restore the Union. 
[am willing to concede, for the purposes of all 
that I have to say, that they actually believe it; 


fathat that is their faith; and I apprehend from some 


| 


| 


things that have fallen from some gentlemen even 
in this neighborhood, that my honorable and ven- 


i; and they could not keep 


ae 
1443 

family peace. The 
could not keep national peace, and they could not 
keep family peace, but split, broke, wentasunder, 


every man his own way, and the present is the 
result of ut, 


How are they going to do any better now than 
they did then? They lost eleven States at one 
slide that they had then. They areall gone - and 
I say it with great respect and great kindness to 
them they have lost, besides, pretty nearly every 
respectable man they had in the free States that 
gave character and stability to their party. [| 
need not go out of the Senate Chamber to prove 
that. Well, sir, they have lost all that; and now 
in the days of their dissolution and weakness, 
when their preaching here sounds in one respect 
something similar to tat of John the Baptist— 
“the voice of one crying in the wilderness,” 
{laughter;} for there is only here and there one 
of them—they are still impressed with that in- 


| sane delusion that if they had the power they 


could save the country and save the Union and 
save themselves. 

I do not desire to argue this question, but 
merely to suggest the palpable gprominent, indis- 
putable facts of history. Itis said to be a hard 
thing for an individual to find out when his men- 
tal faculties begin to failhim. It is not difficult 
for him to find out when his physical strength 


| fails him, but it is very rare that a man finds out 


when his mental vigor begins tofail him I sup- 
pose what is true of individuals is true of parties 
and of collections of men. But let me ask my 
friends, do they not feel in their own experience 


| when they read the newspapers, do they not be- 


| must, 


erable friend from Kentucky [Mr. Davis] is not | 


far from entertaining similar opinions, that the 


| Wemocratic party might, by some possibility, save | 
the country and save the Union; and whatis more | 
than all that, save themselves, too. Sir, itisade- | 





lusion, an utter delusion. Let me ask their atten- 
tion for a moment or two to some considerations 
which induce me to believe that it is an utter de- 
lusion. - 

How can they do it? Patrick Henry, the great 
orator of the Revolution—no offense to Massa- 
chusetts, [laughter,|—said ‘that he knew of no 
other lamp to guide his fect but the light of ex- 
perience. ‘Taking that as a maxim or as a text, 
let me ask what there is in the history of this 
Democratic party that gives countenance to the 
idea that by any possibility, even if they had 


| everything their own way, they could save the | 


country and save the Union? This rebellion, 
revolution, or whatever you please to call it—lI 
believe it has been judicially decided that we are 
not at war—commenced under James Buchanan, 
a Democratic President. They had a Democratic 


Senate, a Democratic House of Representatives, | 


a super-Democratic Supreme Court of the United 
States, and a large majority of all the officers of 
every organization, moral and physical, in the 
country, including the Army and Navy and min- 
isters; | mean taking the whole country. They 
had a large majority of the States, of the Gov- 
ernors of the States, the representatives of the 
States, and they had majorities everywhere that 
majorities were worth counting. They could not 
keep the peace with all that. They lost it. Nay, 
more than that, they had a little love fcast of their 
own down at Charleston; there was no abolition- 


ist, nO Federalist thore ta vex and plague thom; 





gin to find some indications that the day of the 
strength of the Democracy has departed, that it 
has gone or is going? It seems to me that they 
l appeal, then, to all who hear me, is it 
not the part of wisdom to submit to what is in- 
evitable? Charles I did not compel the Com- 
mons to put the pulleys on to haulhim under the 


| ax; but when he found the ax was up and that 
| the Commons had decreed that his head should 


go under it and the ax should come down, like 
a sensible and well-bred gentleman as he was, he 
put his head under, If royalty could learn that 
lesson from coming events, and could learn to act 


| with becoming pradence, is it too much to ask 


the Democratic party when the ax is upand the 
inevitable sentence from which there is no escape 


| has been pronounced, like that good Christian 
| gentleman, Charles I, quietly to put their heads 


under and submit to what must come? 

Mz¢. President, what is to be cannot be avoided; 
and if there is any one thing which, it seems to 
me, the indications from every side everywhere 
teach us, it is that the day of this power 1s over; 
and there is no indication more indicative of i, 
more satisfactory, more conclusive to my own 
mind, than the Christian and statesmanlike effort 
made by the honorable Senator from Maryland 
yesterday. When from such quarters and from 
such sources, such exhibitions of true and inevi- 
table consequences are portrayed before the peo- 


_ ple of this country, there is no great difflealty in 
| understanding the signs of the times or predicting 


what is speedily to follow. Laskeverybody who 
hears me, do you not rejoice that the day haa 
come? Are you not glad that this nation, blind 


| and deaf so long to the teachings of history and 


the commands of God, hag at length aroused it- 
self from its lethargy, listened to the voices which 
heaven and earth, God and nature, are proclaim- 
ing, and is preparing to putitself in alliance with 
the Power which cannot be resisted and whose 


| fiat will most surely be executed. 


Sir, when the great founder of the Datch re- 
public, William the Silent, [ think he was called, 
after losing’ his armies, his treasure, his finances, 
and everything Lut his own indomitable courage 
and his Christian faith, counseled his followers 
again to rally and again to strike for freedom, 
they asked him, “ Have you secured any alli- 
ances? Are there any of the potentates and Pow- 
ers of the earth that you could agsociate with, that 
will aid you in the struggle in which you propose 
to engage?’ His answer was, ‘ Yes: | have 
allied myself to the King of kings, and in His 
strength I invite you to go to battle.” Sir, that 
is the position and the only position this nation 
can occupy, If we cannot do that, if we cannot 
put away from us the great sin and the great 
crime which has separated us not only from the 
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sympathies of the Christian world, but from the || sage of a series of resolutions, when we have 


blessings of the God of the Christian world, then 


indeed is our cause hopeless and our struggle des- | 


perate. 

But, sir, whenever unconditionally and without 
equivocation we come up to the mark and place 
ourselves on the high standard of Christian duty 
and resolve that despite of all extraneous circum 
stances, of all doubtful contingencies, of all ques- 
tions of expediency, we will place ourselves firmly 
upon the everlasting rock of duty and our action 


victions, then, and not till then, will that pillar of 
cloud by day and fire by night which led the 
chosen people from the house of bondage to the 
Jand of promise be ours. The n we shall indeed 
and in truth be worthy Bor genealogy and our 
history. 


' 


ness a temple of liberty and throw wide open its 
doors for the oppressed of earth to enter and be 


at rest—then will all that be realized. Then with- | 
out shame, withgut reproach, and without apol- | 


ogy, we can stand in this nineteenth century, 


soldiers of the new civilization and of an old || 
Christianity, going forth to battle with every im- | 


pulse of our hearts and every purpose that we 
entertain in full accordance with the best wishes 


and hopes of the good on earth and of the God | 


in heaven; when we take this position and talk 
it firmly and ably, then and not until then shall 


we triumph; then and not till then shall we sce | 


the beginning of the end. 


Sir, | do not read papers very often; but I tell 
pon ee eee t pears chaser cree a vane. 


ave felt more confidence, more hope, more as- 
surance that we were on the right way, that we 
were on the way to victory, to peace, to honor, 
to safety, and renown than I ever have since this 
rebellion commenced. 

Mr. President, let me say one word more, and 
I shall not detain the Senate longer. 
Saviour of man with the sympathy and pathos 
with which He loved the chief city of His native 
land wept over Jerusalem His lamentation was, 
**If thou hadst known in this thy day the things 
that belongto thy peace!’ Sir, thatis what this 
nation ought to know; that is what the nation 
ought to understand, It is what I believe; and 
by a vigorous prosecution of this measure we 
shall evidence to heaven and earth that we doun- 
derstand and mean to perform the things which 
belong to our nation’s peace. When we have 
done that, and not till then, can we look forward 
with any confident hope to the termination of this 
war. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 


Mr. President—— 
If the Senator prefers to 


speak in the morning, as itis late now, I shall | 


move an adjournment, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Doesthe Sen- 
ator from California yield the floor to the Sena- 
ator from Indiana for the motfon indicated ? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Iam willing to consult 
the pleasure of the body. It will suit me as well 
to gooninthemorningas now. Ihave not much 
to say. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
do now adjourn, 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. MeDOUGALL. Mr. President, it is not 


my purpose to undertake an elaborate discussion 


I move that the Senate 


of a subject that has been worn threadbare for | 


twenty years, but rather to define my exact po- 
sition in relation to the question presented to the 
Senate. 

We have had now three years of war, terrible 
war; more than one hundred thousand of our 


bnitle-field; there are circumstances attending 


about this present question that should challenge | 
grave consideration, and not permit of the loose | 


jest; and ithas seemed to me that the Senator 
from New Hampshire, in his jibing discourse, 


commencing with comedy and ending with tra- | 
gedy, changing the rule of the administration of 
the theater, has been playing fantastic tricks be- | 


fore high Heaven that should make angels weep. 


This question is no question for loose debate. It || 


is no question for jest, Itisa 
consideration. I am surprise 


uestion for grave 
that gentlemen 


get Up loosely in their place in this Senate Hall }{ egainst us. 
and talk of settling this controversy by the pas- || at which we aim can be accomplished by this 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLA 


| army equal to our own, 


Then the sublime teachings of the Pil- | 
grim fathers who lefteverything behind them that | 


they might come hither and plant in this wilder- |} 





| this day, until these last ten minutes, hardly a | 
| quarter of an hour has passed that has not been | 


| finances, our legitimate business, our foreign re- 


When the | 


——— 





| those accumulated forces ever since the war com- 





| of the north of Britain with all their defenses. 
friends and brethren have gone down on the red |} 


| It is history that England had to accept a Scot- | 


| of subjugation, by this system of force, we can | 





against us in arms, in their own country, in their 
own fastnesses, behind their own defenses, an 
They should know, if 
they remember history, how a few Indians in 
Florida resisted the American arms; and that a 
great power in the South is not a power to be 
trided with, nor to be made the subject of com- 
mon jest, These things are too grave for jesting, 


| and demand the grave consideration that was 
| supposed in ancient times, and in the better days 
shall be in accordance with our conscientious con- |} 


of our own Republic, to be the characteristic of 
Senators. 

We have engaged in a war that now has em-. 
ployed our armies for three full campaigns. We 
have achievedas yet no great success. Richmond 
is not yet ours. Some question whether we com- 
mand the current of the Mississippi. We have 
rota creat war before us. I came into this Senate 
Chamber at the opening of the last Congress, | 
willing to lend my aid in maintaining effective | 
war, and I asked for a million men and full ap- 
propriations. That was not the opinion of the 
other side of this Chamber then; and consequently 
the war has lingered on, hundreds and thousands 
of millions have accumulated as the debt which | 
we have to pay as well as its current interest. | 
These are grave things, independent of the blood | 
that has flowed from our kindred, and demand | 
grave consideration. 

I thought when I came here that the business 
of the Federal Congress, the business of the Ex- | 
ecutive of the Federal Union, the business of this 
Government, was by the exercise of its full power 
to put down the rebellion; but what has been the 


fact? From the time I took my place here until 


occupied by discussing the status of negroes in the 
southern confederacy. Our home policy, our 


lations, have all been ignored. 

I, as | said on rising, do not propose to discuss | 
this question here: my argument is an affirmation 
that we have no business with meddling with so 
grave a question of fundamental and elementary 
law while we have a war to maintain for the pur- 
pose of reéstablishing the Republic. I have from 
the first protested against the continuous discus- 
sion of this question not belonging to armies, not 
belonging to forces, but belonging to a sentiment | 
or opinion which could not be made use of for | 


JBE. 


| in this. There is no settlement in this 


| the year has rolled round, I have seen by 
| to afford us hope. Only once did I read that mel. 


| for in the history of no free people, since 








any legitimate purpose in the controversy before | 


us. I have asked the Senators on both sides ote 


the Chamber to assert the strength of the Repub” 
lic and compel obedience to the Constitution and | 
the laws, and so I shall say as long as I occupy | 
my place in this Chamber; but I protest against | 
occupying the time of the Senate of the Republic, | 
of North America entirely in discussing subject 
that have nothing to do with the reéstablishing of | 
the Republic that has been disintegrated by hos- | 
tile forces having no faith in the system as it ex- 
ists. 


I shall myself, and I would were I alone, vote | 


against these amendments, not because | am not | 
in favor of freedom, but because they have no 
proper office at this time in this body, and their 
tendency is toaggravatethe war. I am confident 
that this provision being passed it will add twenty- 
five or fry per cent. to the vital forces of the | 
southern confederacy. We have been inviting | 


menced. I have opposed that policy. Is it pos- 
sible, with this measure passed, that the men of 
the South will not fight to extremity; and if they 





fight to extremity when will they be compelled to 
yield? FLis said that Rome did not take the men 


Itis said that neither Edward I nor any of the 


| suceceding kings of England with three times the 


force ever conquered the fastnesses of the north, 


tish king in order to secure peace between those | 
two departments of a single island. Now itisa | 
vain thought and a vain hope that by thissystem 


compel the men of the mountains of the Allegha- | 
nies as they extend south, through South Caro- | 
lina and Georgia and through Alabama, and as | 
they radiate through the country, to yield to us. 
The men of the mountains will maintain the land 
itis avain thought that the result 





‘| less extent to secure that result. 
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pressure of legislation. What streneth js; 2 
in any Senator’s arm? Whatcan he eee is there 
what is the force of your resolution? | as 
nothing that tends toward victory, it only. 
the fierce animosity of now a pri sent vio ao 
There is no peace in this. There is no pe 
things tend now, we shall have to jeac And ag 
. Cave to 
children, and perchance to our children’s chitdres 
a legacy of war. I came here unwilling to |... 
the legacy of controversy to my children. a, ' 
have done my best to maintain a strict reel ; 
policy that peace might be established in the lar 
and leave no legacy of that kind on my pan 
1 am compelled to say, Mr, President, fs 


' 


ACH in. 
ley 


that ag 
ancholy poet who said: 


* Let the heavens be hung in black 
And let the earth put mourning on.” 


And in my judgment it may well be said 


‘Let the heavens be hung in black 
And let the earth put mourning on,” 


of us; 


, the time 
the Persians came down upon Athens, have | 


known as melancholy a period as this day anJ 
ay of our Lord in our history; and if we os 
»y the blessing of God and by His favor rigs 
above it, it will be YY His special providence and 
by no act of ours. shall vote against the reso. 
lution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Poor 
Is the Senate ready for the question on the amend. 
ment reported by the Committee on the Judiciary 

Mr. POWELL. I have an amendment to 6¢. 
fer to the amendment, to come in asan independ. 
ent proposition at the end of the proposed article: 

Art. 14. The President and Vice President shall joi 
their offices for the term of four years. The person who 
has filled the office of President shall not be reéligibje, 

This is a proposition which I hope will meet 
with the approval of the Senate. It will be ob. 
served that it is independent of the amendment 
proposed by the committee. If it shall be ap- 
proved by the Senate and by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and ratified by the proper numberof 
States, it will of course become a part of the Con- 
stitution; but it will notin any way interfere with 
the proposition of the committee. One may be 
ratified by the necessary number of States, ove 
may be rejected, or both may be adopted. It is 
not necessary, and I shall not at any very great 
length, state to the Senate the reasons whiy this 
provision should be incorporated into the Con- 
stitution. I believe that no man has been in the 
presidential office for the last twenty years, who 
has sought a reélection, but has used, to a great 
or less extent, the power and the influence of the 
office for the purpose of securing his reelection. 
A free nation must protect itself by the virtue and 
the force of its own laws, otherwise it wil! sooner 
or later perish. When we clothe a citizen of this 
Republic with-the office of Chief Magistrate he 
should not be tempted to use the power of that 
office for the purpose of securing a reélection, 
Whenever he does so he prostitutes the high of- 
fice he holds. The Chief Magistrate should de- 
vote his whole time to the duty of administering 
the laws of the country and to seeing that they are 
faithfully executed. “He should not be diverted, 
by any hope of future position, from the sig’ 
purpose of promoting the good of the county 
over which he presides. , 

I suppose every Senator in this Chamber must 
have witnessed at some period of his life the evs 
resulting from the executive office being used '°f 
the purpose of securing the reélection of Is 
cumbent. Such efforts always result in evi!, 4" 
are never promotive of good. We find now 0"! 
lips of almost every person who is not in {vor 
of the reélection of the present incumbent the as 
sertion that he is using his office for the purps 
of securing a reélection. Itis said that he hawks 
offices about, and bestows patronage here ” 
patronage there on unworthy and sometimes)” 
rupt individuals in order to secure their aid i 
promote his desire for a renewal of his & mae 
service. The same charge has been made agate 
every man who has filled that office and w eo Mp 
sought a reélection, since I have had any kn¢ a 
edge of public affairs. I believe we can have st 
man in the presidential office who, if he desires 


0 
électi ill not use the office to a greater ' 
reelection, will n .o Beeneri 
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Pi should be so formed as to prevent such a 
= ution of power by forbidding it absolutely. 
The amendment that I propose cannot affect 
» reported by the committee. It cannot 
ung = C wn of the present incumbent of 
Moet the reelection 
ae office, for we all know that before the amend- 
ae pean be approved by the Senate and the House 
o Representatives, and be — by the cates 
by the constitutional a. next presi- 
dential election will have transpired. . ; 
j am opposed to any amendment of t e Consti- 
t this time, butif we are to enter upon that 
Jet us exhibit to the world that our ideas 
pag restricted to one. ‘The speeches and ar- 
reas ots which have been made and the amend- 
sent which has been proposed by the Judiciary 
Committee, have reference to but one single ob- 
‘oct, and that is the subject of African slavery, 
“though there are others admittedly demanding 
" corrective. Letus while we are engaged in this 
work do something that will be of permanent ad- 
vantage, something that will secure, or tend to 
secure, at least an honest administration of our 
public affairs in the executive office. When we 
clothe a citizen with the functions of that office, 
ot him understand distinctly that he has been 
hiehly exalted, that he has high duties to dis- 
charge, that virtue Should distinguish the posses- 
sion of power, that the administration of justice 
aad of law involves the well-being of the millions 
of his fellow-citizens who have intrusted their 
dearest interests to his care, and hence that he is 
expected to concentrate every faculty of his mind, 
and the best sentiments and affections of his heart, 
on his great responsibilities; thatif he barters of- 
fice and prostitutes justice to gratify ambition he 
isedged about by the Constitution which forbids 
his reélection, and will overwhelm him with shame 
and disappointment; thatif he desires to transmit 
his name to posterity as a wisc, virtuous, great, 
and good man, he can only do it by fidelity and 
patriotism. 

One part of the platform announced a few days 
since by the Senator from Kansas, [Mr. Pome- 
noy,] | heartily approved, while others I thought 
were very bad indeed. He approved the one-term 
principle. I never knew a state of political affairs 
in this country when the ** outs’? did not. The 
“ins,” who want reélection, are only for it in 
theory. 

The one-term principle was a favorite one with 
General Jackson; and if Fam not mistaken he 
recommended thatthe Constitution be so changed 
none of his messages or inaugural addresses; 
but even that stern old Roman chief, a man of 
high, noble, Roman virtue, after his installation 
into that office not only received, but, it may be 
supposed, sought a reélection. I have no idea 
thatthe old hero of the Hermitage used that office 
in such a manner as'to prevent his reélection; on 
the contrary, | suppose he used it to promote it. 
All have done so, all wili doit; and as wise men, 


tuuen a 


as patriotic men, as men devoted to the perpetuity || 


of their country, if we commence amending the 
instrument we should correct some of the many 
evils that we know do flow from such an exercise 
‘the executive office as promotes the reélection 
of the incumbent. Let the man that we hereafter 
pat there know that there is no possible hope of 
a reeiection, and that he must depend on an honest 
and faithful and patriotic discharge of the duties 
of his office for his reputation in all future time. 
Putthis provision in the Constitution, and when 
&partisan President—and all of them are partisans 
(0 a greater or less extent—is clothed with the of- 
ice he can afford to lay down the partisan robes 
and execute the office faithfully, justly, and hon- 
tsti'y, and like a judge on the bench decide ac- 
cording to right and justice. He will know that 
'e cannot, by catering to this or that wing or fac- 
tion of party followers, ask or receive future pro- 
moticn. Consequently, he will dismiss all such 
- him, and he will enter upon the discharge 
. the duties of the office with a single purpose 
promote the public good. At least, | hope that 


will be the result, 
: “Nators cannot say that it will interfere with 
‘ Proposition before the’Senate as reported by 


hme on the Judiciary. It isa separate 
ian inet article; but if it be adopted by the 
eae we can remove all doubt about it by pro- 
ng that the States may ratify one or all of the 
anne presented by the constitutional ma- 
Prity, and the portion ratified shall become part 


ee 
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3ut without that provision | 


tC tte te) 


| 

of the Constitution. 
| Lhold that if we were to pass one, two, three, four, 
or ten separate and distinct articles, the States 
could ratify one article without ratifying the rest. 
| Mr. FOSTER. If the honorable Senator from 
Kentucky will extend the period of service for 


dent—to six years, I will vote with him for the 
amendment. 

Mr. POWELL. I have no objection to that. 
at six years, but atthe suggestion of a friend | 
struck out **six’’ and put it at “ four.”? 


necticut, 
objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator so modify his proposed amendment to the 
amendment? 

Mr. POWELL. Ido. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That is the 


form of the amendment proposed to the amend- 
ment. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. The proposition intro- 


If the Senate prefer ‘‘six,’’ I have no 





isfied, meets the approbation of many members of 
the Senate. 1 am inclined to think it would be an 


allow the Executive to be reélected. 
now got before us one distinct proposition to so 
amend the Constitution as to prohibit slavery. 
That question has been discussed. This propo- 
sition now offered by the Senator from Kentucky 
isa new one. I do not know but that it would 
command a majority of the Senate or two thirds 


ences of opinion in regard to it. 
new discussion. 1 think we had better not adopt 
itin connection with this great, grand idea of mak- 
ing this Republic free and our Constitution a Con- 
stitution to protect free men alone. 1 want that 
proposition to go solitary and along to the Amer- 
ican people, and let them pass upon it. 

| hope, therefore, that the Senator from Ken- 
tucky, if he thinks proper to offer this amendment, 
will, after we shall have disposed of the present 


| question which has been discussed, offer it as a 

separate proposition. 
| or any day after we shall have voted upon this 
j; and it shall have passed out of the way,and Iam 


it may be done to-morrow 


not aware but that I shall vote with him. I think 
there is much force in the suggestions which he 


has made, but I do not like to have the proposi- 
| tion which we have been discussing for several 


days, and upon which the Senate 1s now about 
ready to act, mixed up with another one which 


| will open a new discussion, and perhaps extend | 


this debate for weeks. 





For this reason alone I shall feel compelled, in 


| the present condition of things, in the present con- 


| dition of the debate, if the proposition is persisted | 


I 
In, to vote against it. 


Mr. POWELL. Mr. President, the reasons 
suggested by the Senator from Illinois do not 
strike me as being very sound. He desires this 


proposition. Itis so presented. 
and distinct article in no way connected with the 
amendment proposed by the Judiciary Committee 
of which the honorable Senator is chairman. It 
is perfectly competent for the Senate to pass, by 
a two-thirds vote, the proposition of the Senator 
from Illinois from the Judiciary Committee, and 


that I propose. Itis then alsu equally compe- 
| tent, if these two amendments go out together and 


the States to adopt the amendment that! propose 
| and to reject the one proposed by the Judiciary 
| Committee, or to adopt both, or to adopt the one 
| proposed by the committee and reject the one 

propose. When the Constitution was first 
amended, I think there were ten amendments or 
more proposed, most of which were edopted, but 
some were rejected. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. lam aware of that. That 
was not the point which | made. lam aware that 
where several articles are submitted to the States, 
the States may adopt one and decline to adopt 





| another; but the point which I made, if there was || 


any force in it, was this: that we had had one of 
these subjects under consideration for some time, 
that the Senate was about ready to come toa vote 
upon it, and now that there is proposed another 


Does the Sen- | 


duced by the Senator from Kentucky, | am sat- | 


improvement of our present Constitution not to | 
| 
3ut we have | 


of the votes of the Senate; but there are differ- 
It will open a |} 


amendment presented as an independent, distinct | 
Itis a separate | 


also by a two-thirds vote to pass the amendment | 


are submitted to the States, for three fourths of | 


I first drew the amendment so as to fix the term | 


I will | 
| nccept the amendment of the Senator from Con- | 





| these several officers—President and Vice Presi- | 
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amendment ofa different character, not germane to 
the one which has been under consideration, Which 
will open a new discussion and prolong the de- 
bate; and the other objection which Lt had was that 
1 wanted this one great proposition of freedom 
to go out by itself—it is large enough to occupy 
the attention of the whole nation—without mix- 
ing itup with the other proposition of making the 
President ineligible to a reelection. My desire is 
to keep this one thing before the public, and not 
mix itup with another at this time. | am aware 
that the States could adopt one and reject the 
other. ‘The Senator is quite right about that. 

Mr. POWELL. The Senator admits all that 
[ contended for upon that point; but we have now 
under consideration the question of amending the 
Constitution. Iam opposed to the amendment 
proposed by the Judiciary Committee, and shall 
notcast my vote for it. I do not think this is 
the proper time for us to enter upon the work of 
amending the Constitution; but as we have the 
question before us, as amendments are proposed, 
as Congress seems determined to’submit amend- 
ments to the people for their rejection or ratifica- 
tion, let us send out the amendment which I pro- 
pose if Senators think ita good amendment. My 
opinion is that the amendment which | propose 
will be ratified by every State in the Union, if it 
shall be submitted to the States; but if it be on- 
popular, it will not in the least jeopardize the 
adoption of the amendment proposed by the Ju- 
diciary Committee, if the two Houses send them 
both out together. 

Mr. HOWE. I wish to ask the Senator a 
question, the answer to which will guide my vote 
on his proposition. Lam utterly opposed to mak- 
ing the specific amendment to the Constitution 
which the Senator proposes; but I have not the 
slightest objection to submitting such an amend- 
ment to the people; and I am inclined to vote to 
do so unless there is some objection to it on this 
side of the House that I have not heard yet, if in 
return the Senator from Kentucky and his friends 
in the two Houses will vote to submit to the peo- 
ple the proposition which we make. 1 suppose, 
however, thatif the proposition which we have 
been debating should go to the people he would 
probably oppose its adoption by the people—— 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 





Does the Sen- 


| ator from Wisconsin yield the floor? 


Mr. DAVIS. 


I call the Senator to order. I 


| do not think it is in order to make a proposition 





| wise, and constitutional, or the opposite. 
| never yet so tarnished my political reputation ag 


| it. 


of bargain and sale between Senators. 

Mr. HOWE. Things ofno value, like Senators 
and Representatives, | suppose can be bargained 
and sold. Il was simply saying to the Senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Powe xt) that I supposed 
he would oppose the acouen of the amendment 
which we have been debating here for several 
days,as | should certainly vote against adopting 
the amendment proposed by him. But I have 
no objection to submitting his amendment to the 
people, and will vote to do so if the main propo- 
sition will thereby go to the people with more 
force. If we can in that way get his vote and 
the votes of his friends to submit the main propo- 
sition, | shall be very willing to do it, and I hope 
the Senator from Illinois who has charge of thie 
measure will consent to it. 

Mr. POWELL. I cannot accept the propo- 
sition of the honorable Senator from Wisconsin. 
Lam no political trader; | never have trafficked in 
thatway. Throughout my life I have acted polit- 
ically independent, I have advocated or opposed 
measures as | thought they were meritorious, 
I have 


to vote for or against a measure merely on parti- 
sun grounds. I stated distinctly to the honorable 
Senator that I was opposed to the amendment 
proposed by the Committee on the Judiciary. I 
shall vote against it here, and if I shall have any 
influence in other places I will exertit there against 
I have presented my proposition, and i hope 
it will prevail on its own merits. If the Senate 


| do not think it a wise provision to putin the Con- 


stitution, if they do not think it will result in prac- 
tical good, it is the duty of Senators to vote it 
down. If they think itis wise, and will promote 
the public interests, then, as honest men, and not 


| as political traders, | demand their votes for it. 


i 


It can in no way injure or mar the amendment 
proposed bf the Vodiciasy Committee. I present 
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it as an independent article, and for the very rea- 1} 
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(e are divisible; and for one, while I will not vote | those removed and the causes for which they t 
‘ son that I do not wish to have around its neck || to amend the Constitution according to the first || removed. “¥ Were mien 
; the millstone that I think the amendment of the || amendment proposed, | will vote for the amend- | We know what a most lamentable thing jt wr 
5 Judiciary Committee would prove to be to it. || ment proposed by my honorable friend from Ken- || to see the emasculated forms of the office-he te na 
While 1 must decline all politeal trading, | hope || tucky, if | can vote upon it as a distinct propo- here when an incoming Administration m " “ . a 

that no Senator who believes the amendment I || sition. L presume that when the vote is taken, it || appearance. They hardly have any politic aaa — 
propose is wise and proper will vote against it be- || will be in order to call for a division of the ques- | poor creatures look as if there was a 8; the Jam 
cause | decline to enter into a political traffic. || tion, and we may vote for the first proposition or || manhood about them. To be sure, eaten — = oe 
Mr. ANTHONY. I rise to ask a parliamentary || against it, and then for oragainst the second. If | ceptions to that rule. We know since ee a 
question. Lunderstand that the proposition of || that be true, I shall vote in favor of the last prop- | of General Jackson, whenever an Administra,” re 
the Senator from Kentucky is offered by way of || osition and against the first. comes into power almost every Devartme: Ts " VI 
amendment to the amendment reported by the || Mr. HOWE. We can have that vote on this || sweptof the officers; faithful, honest, canal), he bo 
committee. Therefore, if his motion prevails, the || as an independent proposition to-morrow or the || are turned out to give place to Political sy; vat : “ky 
question will then be upon the amendment as | next day, whenever it shall be brought forward || ers of the successful party. oo ” * 
amended. Is it not se, sir? ’ || by itself. Mr. SAULSBURY. IT know my honorahj e 
Mr. POWELL, It 1s presented as a separate The PRESIDING OFFICER, _ It is compe- || friend from Kentucky will pardon me for oe ps 
and distinct article, numbered differently. tent for the Senator from Kentucky, orany other || posinga suggestion. The most distinguished ,,,, rie 
Mr. ANTHONY. But it is an amendmentto || Senator, to move it as an additional amendment; |} ablest man my State ever produced, was Jo} aM. a 
the amendment of the committee. | the proposition is separate and independent from || Clayton. He madea speech in this body agai, : . | 
Mr. POWELL, It is an amendment to the || the one contained in the pending amendment re- || removals from office, and the gravamen of \,, i he 
proposition, but not an amendment of the article || ported by the Judiciary Committee; but inasmuch || charge was that five hundred men, including py 7 .” 
proposed by the committee. as it is offered as an amendment to an amendment, |} masters and all the subordinates, had been o., nae 
Mr. ANTHONY. ‘The Senator from Ken- || it will, if adopted, combine both propositions in || moved under General Jackson’s administration, , M 
tucky cannot vote for his own amendment ulti- || the question upon agreeing to the amendment as I therefore ask my friend to except from his gen. We: 
mately, as I understand, unless he votes for the || amended. It would come in more appropriately || eral animadversion the administration of Genors| post 
proposition that comes from the Committee on || if offered asa separate amendmentafter the Senate || Jackson, because according to the statement of Con 
the Judiciary, because hisamendment, if adopted, || should have acted on the pending one reported by || Senator Clayton on this floor in the master speech ame 
is ingrafted on that, The Senator from Ken- || the committee. of his life—the speech on Feot’s resolution—he that 
tucky has several other amendments to propose, | Mr. HOWE. I am very anxious that the estimated those removals throughout the Upy d ( 
as | understand, and if we adopt them the result || amendment which we have been considering shall || States to amount to five hundred. Do not many ‘ 
may be that we shall have several constitutional || be submitted to the people. If I can get any ad- || pare the present Administration to General Jack. 1 de 
amendments combined, each of which would com- || ditional votes for submitting it to the people by |} son’s! am 
mand separately the vote of two thirds of the || voting to submit another proposition to them | | Mr. POWELL. [am not comparing it with inte 
Senate, but the whole would be rejected. will do it; but if I cannot, as { understand I can- || General Jackson’s, and God forbid that I shoul: fered 
Mr. POWELL. As I understand it, each ar- || not, of course | will not vote to submit to the || 1 merely meant to indicate that about that period ton 
ticle will be voted upon separately, asif it were a || people a proposition to amend the Constitution || of our history this system of turning men out of t 
separate and distinct bill. ‘The Senate certainly || in a particular in which I do not wish to have it || office commenced, as I understand. ‘The evil that resi 
have the power to do that. I offer this as asep- || amended. I propose to correct is a great one, an alarming yi 
arate and distinct proposition. Mr. WADE. I wish to inquire whether this || one, as every Senator here must know. W! t Saul 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator || amendment will require a two-thirds vote or a || does the country want in the way of a public ee: 
offers it as an amendment to the pending amend- || majority vote for its adoption? Official? It wants a man who is honest, who is Fost 
ment, On the question of order the Chair has no The PRESIDING OFFICER. Asanamend- capable, who is vigilant in the discharge of the i 
doubt. ment to an amendment, in the judgment of the || duties of his office. When you get that youhave mcd 
Mr. COLLAMER. But is it germane to the || Chair, a majority will carry it. promoted the public service as much as you ean Wi 
pending amendment? Is itnot independent mat- Mr. POWELL called for the yeas and nays, || do so through the agency of an official. But we ‘ 
ter? and they were ordered. do know—and I do not charge it alone upon the = 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thatdoes not | Mr. HENDRICKS. The Senator from Penn- || Republican Administration — that under Demo- ye 
raise a question of order for the Chair to rule it || sylvania [Mr. BuckaLew] desired me to say that || eratic Administrations and under Whig Adn s 
out on the ground of a want of congruity. That || he was so sick as to be compelled to leave the || istrations, in many instances, honest and faithful to 
only furnishes a reason to the Senate to vote || Senate. men have been turned out merely because they ar 
against it for wantof congruity, butdoes not raise | The question being taken by yeas and nays, || differed from those thenin power in politics; men leet 
a question of order for the Chair. || resulted—yeas 12, nays 32; as follows: who were honest, who were vigilant, and who mal 
Ir. SHERMAN. The Senator from Ken- || ygas—Messrs. Brown, Davis, Foster, Grimes, Hen- || Were educated to the discharge of the functions rat 
tucky says he offers it as an independent propo- || dricks, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Powell, Riddle, Saulsbury, of their office. I wish to prevent that. | know cor 
sition. If so, 1 submit that it should go through || Wade, and Wilkinson—12. ‘ that the proposition that I propose, if it shall pre- \ 
the regular form, and receive its various distinct || _NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, |) vail, will not inure to the benefit of my politics an, 
: | Conness, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Hale, | ae ‘i pres 
readings. ; i| Harding, Harian, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, John- || friends, for the offices are now held by those 0p- 
Mr. POWELL. I offer it as an independent son, Laue of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, MeDougall, Mor- | posed to me politically; but I never would pro- l 
article, | gan, Morrill, Ramsey, Sherman, Sprague, Sumner, Ten || nose an amendment to the Constitution to effect this 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. tis offered as || P¥C%: Trumbull, Van Winkle, Willey, and Wilson—22. |) any party interest. If it shall be amended, the is 
1] » y party . 
an amendment, by way of additional article, to a |) , a eee amendment to the amendment was re- || amendment will stand perhaps as longas the Gov- = 
ending amendment. ‘There is but one mode of || JECle¢- ace Pe Sdoaf ernment. But we know that the ‘ sporis”’ sys - 
online it. There is no difficulty about the ques- ] Phe PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair will || tem is a very great evil; we know that honest, oth 
tion. There is one plain mode of treating it: it | have the 44th rule of the Senate read in reference | faithful, capable, educated men in their business ma 
is an amendment to an amendment, and must be || the vote required in order to carry an amend- || jaye been turned out of office, and men utterly un- Inti 
so treated; if adopted, the question will then re- || ment, or any proposition short of the final ques- tried and inefficient, and very often dishonest, put He 
45 cur on agreeing to the amendment as amended. | tion. It does not require a two-thirds vote. in their places. is 0 
; Mr. HOWE. [understood the Senator from || ‘The Secretary read the 44th rule, as follows: The public interest does not demand that. The Ui 
+) Kentucky to offer it as an amendment to the || “44. When an amendment to be proposed to the Consti- || pubbie interest demands the very contrary. All ~ te 
t pending proposition, and | supposed he knew, || Mon is underconsideration the concurrence of two thirds |) the country has a right to ask is that the pu = 
; F ; | of the members present shall not be requisite to decide any | . < . . sanacity. and ty 
Hf and I suppose still he knows what he meant by |/ question foramendments, or extending to the merits, being offices be filled by men of integrity, capacity,® ale 
! it. As I saw him apparently desirous of amend- || short of the final question.” || industry, and when you get that you promole te aff 
ing this proposition, | wanted to know what he | Mr. POWELL. I have another amendment || Public interest; and if you turn such me - 7 i it. 
was disposed to do with it after he should have || to be added to the amendment of the committee give piace to politicians, cross-roads ere . be 
got it amended; whether he was disposed then to || as an additional article: often, who have no capacity to discharge , wo oe 
vote for the ea og as amended. It was || Ant. 14. The principal officer In each of the Executive tions of the office, you absolutely do gr ‘\ Leas thi 
therefor that L put the inquiry. 1 am answered || Departments, and all persons connected with the diplomatic || to the country. It should not be done. | Wo 
satisfactorily; | understand that he will not vote || service, may be removed from office at the pleasure of the |} the amendment I have offered will be pass d. ba 
for the proposition. I cannot see the force of the || Presideut. All other officers of the Executive Departments || agk for the yeas and nays. me 
reason which he assigns, which is that he is not || ™*Y be removed at any time by the hipsecegete tes. gh 5 The yeas and nays were ordered. ye 
| pointing power when their services are unnecessary, or for | ; : a say that d 
a political trader. Really, | did not assume that ] dishonesty, incapacity, inefficiency, misconduct, or neglect | Mr. ‘TRUMBULL. I rise merely to say ' an 
the Senator was of that character when I put the | of duty, and when so removed, the removal shall be re- || [ shall vote against this proposed am ane bil 
question tohim; I simply wanted toknow whether 1] ported to the Senate, together with the reasons therefor. without particular regard to its merits, for : \ on 
when he got the pending proposition amended to ] Since I have had any knowledge of public || reason already indicated by me in stating why 6 
suit him, he would then vote for the proposition || affairs here it has struck me that the manner in || voted against the other amendment. aa 
as amended, vote to submit these two constitu- | which the sub-officials in the Executive Depart- Mr. WILLEY. I simply desire to say -_ for 
tional amendments to the people of the United || ments are removed with every incoming Admin- || casting the vote which I shall give I wish e _ the 
States. The Senator seems to think that is open- || istration is very detrimental to the public service, || understood as not condemning the principe! - ~ 
ing up a bargain. It may be so | If this amendment shall be adopted, the President porated in the proposed amendment. If it or se 
. ~ "Dw yr: Q 7 7 : jae o.¢ . aan shou 
‘Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the honorable Sen- | will have the power to remove without cause the || a distinct proposition put in propet form, I sh a on 
ator from Wisconsin allow me to make a sug- || heads of Departmentsand all the diplomatic corps; |} like to see it made a part of the Constitution; a 
estion? but no other civil officers can be removed except || I do not desire to embarrass this other grea! a on 
Mr. HOWE. Certainly. for cause; and then when the Senate shall meet, || leading question by any such matters snthints . thi 
Mr. SAULSBURY. | think the®e questions || the power that removes must report the names of |} While I am up I will take the occasion to say Ui 
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avainst the other proposition of the Sen- 
ting ¢ vA . r 

IN vee om Kentucky, I did so not because l was 
ator tro , 


‘ tin favor of the 
yn that inst 
harrass the ya other 
Jam a little surprised, however, that a Senator 


\“ 
Constituulon 
country, 


fthem. : 
a \cDOUGALL. I cannot agree with the 


. iment } roposed by the Senator from Ken- 


| 


one-term principle, butbecause | 
ance, as in this, I did not wish to em- | 
main qaesuion by any other matter. | 


‘g so hostile to proposing amendments to the | 
a in this particular condition of the | 
seems 89 anxious to introduce so many | 


. cm and my reason is this: we want an Exec- 
on er d he must have authority in hisown de- 
a or we shall have no Government. I[ 
Pee i rather go, a8 the gentleman suggested by 
his previous amendment, for extending the term 


diminishing itat this day. The Executive ought 

have authority over his sub-executives; it is 
ee authority; otherwise there is no Gov- 
a? mt WELL. The honorable Senator from 
West Virginia thinks it strange that if 1 were op- 
posed to bringing in propositions to amend the 
‘onstitution at this time L should offer so many 
mendments myself. I will state to the Senator 
that so far a8 the Senate is concerned I see it is 
di rermined to propose amendments to the Con- 
stitution, and while it is engaged in that work, 
| deem it a patriotic duty to offer any and every 
amendment that I think will promote the public 





\ ereasing the power of the Executive than | 


interest; and itis for that reason that I have of- | 


fored this amendment; it is perfectly satisfactory 
to myself. ; 

[lic question being taken by yeas and nays, 
resulted—yeas 6, nays 38; as follows: 

YEAS —Messrs. Davis, Hendricks, Powell, Riddle, 
Saulsbury, and Wade—6. 

NAYs—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Col 
lamer, Cowan, Conness, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, 
Poster, Grimes, Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, 
Howard. Howe, Jobuson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, 
Me Dougall, Morgan, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Ramsey, 
shernat 
Winkle, Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—38. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 
Mr. POWELL. [have made several efforts 
to get in some w.se and salutary amendments, 
and | propose now to offer one other. I have no 
ideathat I shall beable to getitthrough; but I will 
makethe effort. I offer this to come in asa sepa- 


rate article at the end of the amendment of the 
committee: 


t 





Ant. 14. Every law, or resolution having the force of 


law, sliall relate to but one subject, and that shall be ex- 
pressed in the title, o 

think [have heard almost every Senator on 
this foor complain of a species of legislation that 
is very common here at the close of every ses- 
sion, For instance, or appropriation bills an 
amendment will be stuck in by one House or the 
other that is in no way germane to the subject- 
matter; and by that means a great deal of legis- 
lation finds its way on the statute-book which 
would not otherwise have been passed by either 
House. The constitution of the State in which 
| live was oncein that respect as the Constitution 
of the United States now 1s, and we encountered 
these difficulties as we do here. In 1849 we had 
a convention which made a new constitution, and 
patinita provision similar to that which I now 
offer, atl we all saw at once the wise working of 
it. Ido not think there is a Senator in this Cham- 
ber who, if he were asked the question privately, 
would not say that hethinks such a provision as 
“iis Would promote the purity of legislation. It 
Would prevent a great deal of legislation which 
Cowd not be passed on itsown merits, but which 
yet finds its way upon the statute-book. 


, Sprague, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Trumbull, Van | 


| 


| 
| 
| 


THE 





| amendment; and | ask for the yeas and nays 


A few days ago | was told by a Senator that || 


“” anendment was put upon an appropriation 


Some years since giving somebody a pension; | 


“nd upon some money bills, and other bills of 


importance, may be found clauses giving land 
ean all eae All these things should be 
that ie e n Sy a wise people. Every proposition 
os ne into a law should go through upon 
"Wn merits, and not be carried because of the 

aon oe circumstances in which, 
eaakeae the condition of the public service, a 
pa rv rare be lost or extraneous matter 
thine’ rough by it. To prevent this state of 
58 hereafter, | have seen fit to present this 


—— 


jected. 


i 


upon it. 


The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 1] date; but chough States would be wiliine to pre- 


taken, resulted—yeas 6, nays 37; as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Cowan, Davis, Hendricks, Powell, Rid 
die, and Sauisbury —6. 

NAYS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Chandler, Clark, Con 
ness, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, 
Hale, Harding, Harlan, Harris, Henderson, Howard, Howe, 
Johnson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, MeDougali, 
Morgan, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Ramsey, Sherman, 
Sprague, Summer, Ten Eyck, Trumball, Van Winkle, 
Wade, Wilkinson, Willey, and Wilson—37. 

So the amendment to the amendment was re- 


Mr. DAVIS. 


I offer as an amendment to thi 


|} amendment an additional article, which I send to 


the Chair. 

The Secretary read the words proposed to be 
added, as follows: 

The President and the Vice President of the United States 
shall be elected in the following manner: cach State may, 
Within thirty days next before the time appointed for thy 
election of President, in any mode adopted by the State, 
nominate to Congress one candidate; and onthe first Mon 
day of February next before the expiration of each pres 
idential term, the two Houses of Congress shall mect to 
gether as a convention, in the Hall of the House of Rep 
resentatives, and all the candidates nominated by the States 
Within the preceding thirty days, not exceeding one from 
each State, whose nomination shall have been authenti 
eated to Congress, shiall be before said convention as can 
didates for the Presidency ; aud thereupon said convention 
shall proceed, under the supervision ot the Presiding Of 
cers of the two Houses, to vote by open ballot (rom among 
all said candidates for Vresident, and when any one shall 
have received a number of votes equal to the number of 
members, elected and appointed, ot both Houses of Con- | 
gress, he shall be declaged by the President of the Senate 
to be elected President of the United States. In all cases 
where the balloting shall have continued in this mode 
through five days, and no election shall have been effected, 
on the sixth day it shall be resumed, and after each ballot 
the officers presiding shall drop the candidate who has re 
ceived the smallest number of votes, or two or more can 
didates who have received an equal number of votes, and 


less than all the others; and the balloting shall he £0 con- |} 


tinued ‘among the remaining candidates until one shall re 


eecive the majority aforesaid; and thereupon the President 
of the Senate shall announce him to be elected President 
of the United States. ‘The convention shall then proceed 
in the same manner from the remaining candidates to 
electa Vice President of the United States. Whenever 
it may occur in the voting for President or Vice President 
that all the candidates but two have been dropped, the 
balloting between them may,if necessary to make an elec 
tion, continue two days longer; and it then no candidat 
shall have received the required number of votes, the offi 
cers presiding over the convention shall report the state of 
fact to the Supreme Court of wie United States, and it 
shall thereupon pronounce which of the two candidates 
shall fill tne officer. And no Senator or Representative who 
shall have voted for the candidate that may beelected Pres 
ident, or for the candidate for the Vice Presidency who 
may have been elected to that office, and upon whom the 
Presidency may have devolved. shall be nominated or ap 
pointed to any oflice by the incumbent of the Presidency 
for whom he may have voted 

Mr. DAVIS. My own reflection has convinced 
me that the two great infirmities of our system 
of Government are the power of removal, which 
has produced the spoils system, and the mode of 

I ’ , 

electing the President and Vice President. It is 
the selection of our king, and it is regarded of 
such paramount importance that it absorbs every 
other clection, general and local, in the United 
States. Itin truth divides the whole community 
not only upon the subject of a presidential elec- 
tion or of politics general and local, but 1 divides 
the entire community in all its interests, social, 
religious, political, and business. It absorbs thi 
mind of the people of the nation, and it excites | 
that mind to such anextent that the billows which 
it raises in one pre sidential contest are not allowed 
time to subside until they are taken up in the en- 
suing one, 

I think if gentlemen would read the amendment 
carefully for themselves, it would commend itself 
to their own reason and judgment, those espe- 
cially who have experience, as most of them have, 
in relation to presidential elections. 

Anything that would prevent the whole country 
from taking up a presidential controversy, and 
continuing it until the election, and immediately 
after the President elected has been installed into 
office, or within avery short time afterwards, pre- 
cipitating the country Intoanother canvass, iumy 
judgment would be productive of an immense 
amount of good to the country, a d tothe proper 
working of the Government. | will state that Unis 
amendment would cut off entirely what is called 
the presidential campaign, which is eminently ex- 
citing, eminently corrupting and mischievous in 
its results. Within a very short time before the 
presidential term begins, it permite every Btate 
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that may choose to do so to present a candidate 
it does not compe! any State to 


resentac rndi- 


sent their candidates to have plenty in the field. 
Phe amendment presertbes that on a day tn 

; 7 

Mebruary the two Hous:s 


of Congress shall ret 
together in convention, and 


thatthe two Llouses 


in that convention shall proceed to make the se- 
lection in the mode provided in the amendme: . 
which T will not attempt to explain. 1 feel as 
sured at any rate that if this mode be adopted it 


will result in relieving the country entirely from 
the excitement and the corruptions of presiden- 
tial canvasses; it will present the very best men 
of each State before the joint convention for 
the two oflices of President aud Vice President; 
each State will have the privilege ef presenting 
butone name,and when the President shall have 
been selected, the Vice President will be selected 
from the residue of the persons named by the va- 
rious States. It provides for a mode of election 
that would secure the choice of both officers within 
afew days, and in my judgment would secure 
the election of better men, and mach better men, 
for both offices than we are in the habit of getting, 
because it would secure a choice from among the 
very best and most compectent and most virtuous 
men among the whole people of the United States. 

The amendment to the amendment was rejected. 


ry 

Phe question recurred on the amendment te- 
ported by the Committee on the Judiciary, which 
wastostrike outall of the original resolution after 
the resolving clause, and insert the following: 

(Two thirds of both Houses concurring,) ‘That the fol 
lowing article be proposed to the Legislatures of the several 
States as an aAimendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, which, wheu ratified by three tourths of said Legis 
latures, shall be valid to all intents and purposes as a part 
of the said Constitution, namely : 

Articie XIII. s 

See. 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except 
as punishimentforecrime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shallexist within the United States, or any 


place subject to their jurivdiction. 
Sec. 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article 


by appropriate legislation. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
as amended. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on concurring inthe amendment made as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. SUMNER. I made no objection to the 
amendment in committee, but I wish to call the 
atiention of the Senate to the language of the 
amendment before it is finally acted upon and 
gets beyond our reach. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. [tis prope rly 
open to amendment now, and will not be after st 
shall have been concurred in, 

Mr.SUMNER, Lo understood, and reserved 
what [ have to say to this moment. Of course, 
in placing a new textin the Constitution we can 
not be too careful, and especially when that text 
is of such transcendent importance. Now, if | 
can have the atteution of the Senate—— 

Several SENATORS. 

Mr. WILSON. It is evident that we are not 
to have a vote on this 


Let us adjourn, 


question to-night, and I 

should like to make a report from a committee of 

conference and to have it disposed of at once. 
Mr. SUMNER. 1 give way. 

‘The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there be no 
objec tion, the conference report will be received. 
PAY AND PENSION OV CITAVPLAINS. 

Mr. WILSON submitted the following report: 


The committee of couference appointed to take into eon 
sideration the disagrecing votes ot the two Houses on the 
amendments to the bill (HE. R. No. 302) to amend seetion 
nine of the act approved July 17, 1862, entitled “An act to 
define the pay and emoluments of certain officers of the 
Army, and for other purposes,’’ having met, after full and 
free conference have agreed, and do recommend to their 
respective Houses to agree, as follows: 

That the House of Representatives recede from thelr 
disagreement to the first amendment of the Senate, and 
agree tothe same, wiil the following amendments, to wit 
first, after the word “chaplain,” in the first line of said 
amendment, insert the words © without command ;"’ sec 
ond, after the word ** surgeons,” in the tourth line of said 
amendment, insert the words © andshall wearsuch anilorm 
as is or nay be prescribed by the Army Regulations,” and 
that the Senate agree to the said amendueuts 

That the flouse of Representatives recede from the dis 
agreement to the third section of the amendments of the 
Senate, and agree to the same with the tollow img amerthe 
ments, to wit: first, after the words “Adjatant General. 
in the fourth line of sald rection, tneert the words “ of the 
Anny Merough the usual militay channels’ secoud, after 
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a 


the wore ondition,” la the fourth line of said section, in 
Lt is *f and general history 5”? and that the Senat 
agree to th ud amendments. 
That the Mouse of Representatives recede from their ats 
agreeinent to the fourth section of the amendinents of the 
Senate, and agree to the same with the following amend 


ment, to wit: add at the end of said section the words 


“ when practicable,” and thatthe Senate agree to the said | 


amendment. 

HENRY WILSON, 

L. F. 8. FOSTER, 

GEV. READ RIDDLE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

J. A. GARFIELD, 

M. F. ODELL, 

N. B. SMITHERS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Itis manifest that we can- || 


not understand that report from the mere reading 


of it. | hope the chairman will explain it. 
Mr. WILSON. I will very briefly explain the 
report. It provides for amending our firstamend- 


mentsoasto provide that chaplains shall not have 


eommand. Itonly makes clear what was intended, | 


that they shall have assimilated rank but not 
command. 
wear the uniform provided for in the Army Reg- 
ulations. 


Another amendment of ours provided that chap- 


lains shall report to the Adjutant General the moral 
condition of their regiments. It is proposed to 
amend that by providing that they shall make 
their reports through the proper military chan- 
nels—through the commanders. That is a mere 
matter of form. It is also provided here that in 
their monthly report of the moral condition of the 
regiment they shall also include its general his- 
tory—a brief statement 
Another Senate amendment provided that reli- 
ious services should be held at least once every 
Sabbath. ‘This puts in the words ‘* when prac- 
ticable.’’ When an army is on the march or in 
the face of the enemy, of course that canpot be 


done. 


The report was concurred im 


VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 


Mr. HALE. Before the Senate adjourns, | 
wish to have a littl matter disposed of. Some 
time since the Senate passed a bill (S. No. 76) 
relating to appointments in the naval service and 
courts-martial, ‘The House of Representatives 
made amendments to the bill, which were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. The com- 
mittee now report in favor of non-concurrence, 
and I want the matter acted on at once so that 
the bill may go back to the House of Represent- 
atives., 

The amendments were non-concurred in. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 


The bill from the House of Representatives 
(No. 380) for the relief of George W. Murray 
was read twice by its title, and referred to the 
Committee on Pensions; 


AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
before the Senate is on concurring in the amend- 
ment made as in Committee of the Whole to the 
joint resolution No. 16. 

Mr.DOOLITTLE., Lunderstand that the Sen- 
ator from Missouri, [Mr. Henverson,]} who in- 
troduced the original proposition which was sent 
to the Committee on the Judiciary, has been sick 
and confined to his room for two or three days, 
and he is prepared and expects to speak on this 
question to-morrow. [| think itis due to him that 
he should have the opportunity, and for that rea- 
son | for one am willing to consent to an adjourn- 
ment. But for that fact | should be entirely op- 
posed to an adjournment until we settled this 
question; and if we adjourn now, I think it should 
be with the express understanding that we shall 
close this question to-morrow. I do not know 
any persons in the Senate who have intimated a 
disposition to speak on the question, with the ex- 
eeption of the honorable Senator from Missouri 
oe Henperson] and the honorable Senator 
rom Indiana, [Mr. Henpricks,} except that | 
understand the honorable Senator from Massa- 
chusetts [Mr. Sumner] desires to propose some 
amendments to the Senate for its action. 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope that no such under- 
standing will behad. I trust the measure before 
the Senate will undergo a full and thorough dis- 
cussion, that every member of the Senate who de- 


It is also provided that they shall | 


| of the utm 


| misunderstand me. 
_any Senator should not have an opportunity to 
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sires to say a word upon it will have a full and | 
fair opportunity; because I, for one, regard it as | 


be no such understanding as that. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I beg the Senator not to 
I did not desire to say that 


be heard; but so far as I had heard expressed 


among Senators about the Chamber, I was not |} 


| aware thatany other persons desired to speak but 
|| those whom I stated; and it was therefore that 1 
was willing to consent to the adjournment. 
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Mr. HOWARD. [understood the Senator to 
press upon the consideration of the Senate the 


| necessity of bringing this question to a final vote 


to-morrow. I understood that to be the under- 
standing which he desired to have entered into. 
For one, I object to any such understanding. 
Mr. HENDRICKS. As the Senator from 
Wisconsin has alluded to me, I desire to say, lest 
it might be misunderstood, that I expect to oc- 


| cupy the attention of the Senate for buta very 
| short time, if I shall feel well enough, to-morrow. 


1 was not well enough to-day, or I should have 
said what I desired to say to-day very briefly. 
Mr. RAMSEY. I move that the Senate ad- 
journ. 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned, 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, -4pril 6, 1864. 
The House met at twelve 0’clock,m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. H. Cuanninea. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 


JAY COOKE AND CO. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House acom- 
munication from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
in answer to a resolution of the House, in regard 
to the services of Jay Cooke & Co. in selling 
United States securities, &c.; which was laid upon 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


CABINET OFFICERS IN THE HOUSE. 


Mr. PENDLETON. Lask the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to make a report from the select 
committee on House bill No. 214, providing that 
the heads of the Executive Departments may oc- 
cupy seats upon the floor of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr. HOLMAN. It seems to me that that sub- 
ject ought to be referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I only want the bill and 
reports printed; and | do not propose to call it 
up except on due notice, and to suit the conven- 
ience of the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN. With the understanding that 
no motion to reconsider shall be made. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I desire to make a mo- 
tion to reconsider in order to select a propér time 
for taking up the subject for action. I do not 
propose to have any hasty action. 

There was no objection; and the bill was re- 
ported back with the accompanying majority and 
minority reports, ordered to be printed, recom- 
mitted to the select committee, and a motion to 
reconsider entered, 


NEW POST ROUTE. 


Mr. McBRIDE, by unanimous consent, sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be directed to inquire into the expedicney of 
establishing a post route from Dalles City, in the State of 


Oregon, via Cafion City and Independence, to Boise City, 
in the Territory of Idaho. 


NOME LACKEE RESERVATION. 


Mr. COLE, of California, presented the joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of California relat- 
ing to the Nome Lackee reservation; which was 
ordered to be printed, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 


THE REBELLION, 


Mr. COLE, of California, also presented joint 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of Cali- 
fornia, in reference to the suppression of the exist- 
ing rebellion and the measures necessary thereto; 


which were laid upon the table,and ordered to be 
printed. 





st importance not only to us but to the Committee on Invalid Pen 
our country and our posterity. lL hope there wil! | for the relief of George W 
. 
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GEORGE W. MURRAY. 
Mr. PERHAM, by unanimous 


consent, from 
SIONS, reported bill 


Murray; which 
ch w 
read afirstand second time, ordered to be engrossed 


| and read a third time;and being engrossed 
accordingly read the third in, on oe Was 
Mr. PERHAM moved to reconsider the 
by which the bill was passed; and also med 
| — motion to reconsider be laid UPON the 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

os peeve: a ask leave to present a bill 
regulating the pay of certain officers i 
of the United States. ety the Army 

Mr.CHANLER. [object. 

Mr. STEVENS. I merely want to 
|| the Committee on Military Affairs. 
Mr. CHANLER. I object. 
| Mr. SPALDING. I demand the regular order 
| of business. 
| The SPEAKER. The bill has not yet come 
| from the printer. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, | ask 
leave to report from the Committee on Invalid 
| Pensions a bill granting a pension of eight do 

a month to Harris Welch. 

Mr. ANCONA. I object. 


ENROLLMENT ACT, 


Mr. DRIGGS, by unanimous consent, intro. 
duced a joint resolution repealing the last clause 
of section sixteen of the enrollment act, approved 
March 3, 1863; which was read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Mr. HOLMAN. [I ask the unanimous consent 
of the House for leave to report from the Com- 
mittee of Claims a joint resolution for the relief 
of A. S. Clark, postmaster at Harrison, Ohio. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. 1 object. 


NATIONAL CURRENCY. 
Mr. SPALDING. 


| of business. 

| The SPEAKER stated the regular order of 
business to be the consideration of House bill No. 
333, to provide a national currency secured bya 
| pledge of United States stocks, and to provide for 
the circulation and redemption thereof, reported 
from the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union, with sundry amendments, and an 
amendment in the nature of a substitute moved by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Srevens,) 
on which the gentleman from Massachusetts | Mr, 
Hoorer] was entitled to the floor. 

Mr. HOOPER. « Mr. Speaker, it is not my in- 
tention to discuss the provisions of this bill, with 
which the House is already familiar; but I wish 
to ask attention to some of the reasons, that are 
conclusive to my mind, why the paper circulation 
of this country should be under the contro! of a 
national law; believing as I do that the condition 
of the country, growing out of the exigencies of 
this war, renders the regulation of the currency by 
Congress absolutely necessary for the purpose 
of strengthening and upholding the Government. 

In addressing the House last week | said that 
looked upon the system of State banksas having 
outlived its usefulness—considering them as in- 
stitutions connected with the growth and pros- 
perity of the country—that they were uncqual (0 
the exigencies of the present time, with the de 
mands which this war is making on the resources 
of the country. This remark seems to have 
shocked the sensibilities of some gentlemen ov te 
other side of the House. It has been said that! 
must have forgotten the great services rendered 
to the country by the State banks during the 
revolutionary war; which | certainly had -~ 
looked, and have yet to learn that they rendere 
any service or were in existence during that p& 
riod. 

In the war of 1812 it was different. The Sue 
banks did then play an importantand unfortunate 
part, and a strong effort has been made to ~ 
them now an opportunity to repeat It. But > 
history of their action, and its effects during We 
war of 





refer it to 





llars 








I call for the regular order 





1812, and of the inconvenience and trou- 
ble which were caused by using the notes 0! the 
suspended State banks then for the currency ® 

the country, has not been forgotten. of 

Soon after the commencement of the wat 


| 1812 all the banks suspended specie paymen™ 
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e in New England; and the Govern- 
sent was induced, most unwisely as it proved 
me ards, to use their irredeemable notes for 
One "By the urgent advice of Mr. James 
on Rs referred to by the honorable 
ee ym New York as “‘ the representative 
ane : + class of financiers in this coun- 
1 of agreat cle J * . 
man the banks in the city of New York decided 
«December, 1861, to suspend specie pagmenins 
nd theirexainple was promptly followed through- 
= he couritry. The Secretary of the Treasury 
mn strongly urged to adopt the same course 
was 1812 but he positiveiy refused to receive 
o sirculate their notes, even for the balance that 
e - atill due from the banks on account of the 
Ee -nment loans they had taken. This was the 
crane a my opinion, the only cause, of the 
cause, © ’ . 
contest which was atonce begun by Mr. Gallatin 
and others against the Secretary and against the 
financial measures of the Government. 

Mr, Gallatin was foremost, as “‘ the represent- 
ative man” of agreat class of financiers, in this 
contest. The honorable gentleman from New 
York states,as coming from apamphlet Mr, Gal- 
latin recently published, that if Mr. Chase had 
administered the finances of the country as they 
had been hitherto administered by other Secreta- 
ries ‘the State banks could have gone through 
the crisis, successfully administering this Govern- 
ment as ahard money Government to carry on ahard 
money war.” But the Secretary of the Treasury 
obstinately refused to give the State banks that 
opportunity to administer the Government. 

Atthe time the loan was made in New York on 
the seven and three tenths Treasury notes Mr. 
Gallatin opposed it ata meeting of the bank man- 
agers, and insisted upon Congress being again 
called together to raise the rate of interest. After 
deciding not to take the seven and three tenths per 
cent., Mr. Chase addressed the meeting, also Mr. 
Stevens, the president of the Bank of Commerce, 
and the vote was reconsidered; and it was finally 
agreed to take the Treasury notes with interest at 
the rate of seven and three tenths per cent. With- 
out the influence of the Bank of Commerce that 
loan could not have been negotiated then. The 
action of this bank has been atall times favorable 
to whatever the Secretary of the Treasury recom- 
mended, and it has rendered invaluable assistance 
in all the negotiations’of the Departments with 
the banks, 

Atthe meeting of bank managers in the city of 
New York in December, 1861, Mr. Gallatin suc- 
cessfully urged the suspension of specie pay- 
ments; he declared to the meeting that the Gov- 
ernment must suspend specie payments or the 
banks must; that it was only a question of time 
which should suspend first and keep possession of 
the specie; and that if the Government obtained 
possession of it the whole amount would soon 
be expended or hoarded. 

The action of the Secretary of the Treasury in 
declining to receive and circulate as currency the 
notes of the suspended banks wasat first attrib- 
uted by Mr. Gallatin and others to the want of 
financial knowledge and experience; they en- 
deavored to persuade him that he did not under- 
stand matters of finance; but afterwards Mr. 
Gallatin, at least, must have changed his opinion 
on that point, for subsequently, in a published 
letter, he said substantially of the Secretary, that 

he knew the right but still the wrong pursued,”’ 
because he had himself, by letter, informed the 
Secretary what the right was. It is possible, 
however, that the Secretary may have been so 
Tt. with the pressure of his official duties 
on aren read the letter. If my memory is 
the eel bea a very long letter, and it informed 
in an ary what Mr. Gallatin considered right 
i ‘9 Many other matters than those of 
a Anse other things he informed him that 
this es n had been sent abroad to represent 
life M, meat in foreign countries. In early 
cand a ae had been connected with the 
an Mey ae country, I think during the 
aa fe a of the war of 1812; and this may ac- 
ad ri wishing to see repeated in this war 

ey as done then. 
mentee Pereuade the Secretary to adopt his 
Genk mad ations, Mr, Gallatin seems to have 
of the G “pon the absurd idea that all payments 
overnment should be in coin, and that the 
should make a hard money war and 


except som 
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administer the Government. I regret to notice 
that some members of this House scem to be 
affected in the same way. 

I have been familiar with and have carefully 
studied the works of the honored father of this 
gentleman, and I feel quite sure that in view of 
ull the evils that resulted from the unwise finan- 
cial course of the Government during the war of 


| 1812, he would, if living now, have supported the 


financial measures of this Administration. Albert 


| Gallatin was one ef the soundest and most able 


writers on finance of this or of any country. After 
the war of 1812 he used all his powers to promote 
the resumption of specie payments, and exercised 
great influence in restoring a sounder and more 
substantial system of currency than had existed 
even before that war commenced. The trouble 
with the son appears to be in the proper applica- 
tion of the financial precepts of his father. If I 
may be excused for using a hackneyed but apt 
illustration, | should say that he seemed some- 
times **to put the saddle on the wrong horse,’’ 
by applying the principles and precepts of his 
father very differently from the way the father 
would have applied them. For example, before 
this war, the son was one of the stanchest sup- 
porters of the system of bank notes for the cur- 
rency of the country; now, in the midst of this 
war, he advocates carrying it on with specie; in 
both cases, as it seems to me, having the saddle 
on the wrong horse. 

It appears to me also that my friend, the hon- 
orable gentleman from New York, who referred 
with such kind compliments to some former works 
of mine on currency, sometimes falls into this 
same error in applying principles differently from 
what I shouldapply them. Those humble efforts 
of mine to which he referred were intended to 
urge the importance of using some portion of the 
wealth which was pouring into the country, ina 
season of peace and unexampled prosperity, to 
secure a sounder condition of the currency, instead 
of using it, as was the case, to expand the cur- 
rency by increased issues of the credit of the 
banks. The arguments I used are as sound now 
as they were tuen, but the issues before the coun- 
try are somewhat different. I will take the lib- 
erty of calling the attention of the honorable gen- 
tleman to one short extract on the 87th page of 
the volume published in 1855, which he left at 
home. Itis as follows, and I wish him to con- 
sider it as the key-note to all I have ever said or 
written on currency: 


“If paper money is ever useful to a country, it can only 
be in great emergencies; anditshould be reserved as a re- 


source to supply the means for the defense of the country | 


when other resources are exhausted. At such a time it 
may be used for the business transactions within the coun- 
try to release the coin from that service, so that it may be 
used by the Government in the exigency for the common 
welfare.”’ 


I think the gentleman from New York must be 


credulous and too easily imposed upon by the | 


statements of designing men, for | am sure he 
would not intentionally state anything in this 
House that conveyed a false impression, even if 
he thoughtit would weaken the confidence of the 
people in this Administration. ‘The statement 
he made yesterday in regard toa national bank 
having $1,500,000 to the credit of the Govern- 
ment, and at the same time a small amount on de- 





posit with Mr. Cisco, the Assistant Treasurer, in | 


the **temporary loan’’ at five per cent., was all 
true; but it was only the naked outline of the 
truth, which some designing person probably 


communicated to him for the purpose of produ- | 


cing a false impression upon his mind, with the 


hope that he would communicate it tothe House | 


as he did. , 
The facts in the case were that this bank had 
been active in negotiating the five-twenty loan, 


and had received for ita million anda half of dol- | 
lars in greenbacks, of which it notified the De- j 


partment, requesting that it might be transferred to 





the Assistant Treasurer, as it was inconvenient to | 


hold this large amount of greenbacks in their 
bank. 
position described by the gentleman from New 
York. 

Then there is that “‘ stock story’’ of the gentle- 
man about the fraud atthe Treasury Department, 
‘‘on the authority,’’ as he repeats eth tme, 
‘*of your own investigating committee.’? The 


Until that transfer the bank was in the | 
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Mr. Clark referred to was a Democrat appointed i 


| L119 
in Mr. Buchanan’s Administration, and was 
in the Treasury Department under Mr. Cobb. 
The affair occurred then, and not under this Ad- 
istration. Probably the invesugating com- 
ttee were too feady to believe any statement 
against the honesty of ove retained in office who 
had served underaa Administration that encour- 
aged stealing in so many ways. The examina- 
tion of the facts referred to by the investigating 
committee not only exonorated Mr. Clark, but 
showed that he had been the means of prevent- 
ing this payment. It was in connection with a 
curious contract for stone, so worded that the con- 
tractors were entitled to and claimed $35,000 for 
the two large stones on the buttresses of the plat- 
form of the newentrance to the Treasury build- 
ing. The claim was finally compromised by the 
payment of about five thousand dollars. 

Vhen the banks suspended specie payments 
in December, 1861, in the midst of a most expens- 
ive war, it seemed to me one of those great emer- 
gencies for which I had said the use of paper 
money should be reserved; | was therefore active 
in advocating its issue by the Government; andl 
claim now, without fear of contradiction, that it 
has been an invaluable resource to supply the 
means for the defense of the nation. It donbe 
must inflate the currency; but it appears to me 
disloyal and wicked for private corporations to 
insist upon their right, at such a time as this, to 
add to their inflation for their own profit. 

The consequence of the suspension of specie 
payments by the banks in 1812 was an enormous 
depreciation of the currency, varying in propor- 
tion to the expansion of the banks of each of 
the different States; and the depreciation gener- 
ally increased as you went toward the South, so 
that any one starting from Boston to visit Wash- 
ington, with money enough to pay for his journey 
there and back, found his money increase in 
amount as he increased his distance from Boston; 
by the time he reached Washington he had more 
money than he started with, notwithstanding he 
had paid all the expenses of the journey, and 
traveling was far more expensive then than now, 
The journey back produced a very different result. 

One may imagine what effect this condition of 
the currency would have ou all the financial meas 
ures of the Government, Its securities were sold 
at prices much below par, and were paid for in 
different State currencies that were still more de- 
preciated. The degree of depreciation varied in al- 
most every State, so that when the Government 
made a loan at sixty to seventy for a hundred, it 
was paid for with currencies of different values, 
in some places depreciated to such an extent that 
often less than an average of fifty per cent. of 
the value in coin was realized for the loan. Mr. 
Calhoun, of South Carolina, said in a speech de- 
livered at that time in this House, that the Gov- 
ernment issued its paper bearing six per cent. in- 
terest, and took in exchange for every hundred 
dollars of it sixty dollars of State bank paper 
equally depreciated and bearing no interest. He 
suggested as a remedy for this that the Govern- 
ment should issue its own notes and make them 


| a legal tender, and that it should exercise its only 


constitutional powers against the notes of State 
banks—taxation to drive them out of existence, 

Members from the State of New York have re- 
ferred with great satisfaction to the present con- 
dition of the bank currency of that State; but I 
wish, without any disrespect, to remind them that 
after the suspension of specie payments in De- 
cember, 1861, the Government could not receive 
the bank currency of the State without receivin 
the notes of every other State inthe Union. Al 
bank notes in circulation then were, by law, ille- 
gal, irredeemable notes of suspended banks; and 
New York bank notes stood no better, in the eye 
of the law, than the notes to which the bank man- 
agers of that State often refer under the designa- 
tion of ** wild-cat currency;’’ which | have always 
understood to mean eee bank notes, 

The New York bank law contains many excel- 
lent features, and to my mind some that are ob- 
jectionable. The banks in that State, outside of 
the cities of New York and Albany, are author- 
ized to redeem their circulation in those cities at 
a quarter percent. discount, and are not required 
to redeem their notes in specie until fifleen days 
after demand, : ; 

The following list exhibits the circulation of 
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what may be done and what is doing by the banks 
m the way of furnishing circulation: 


Statement of certain Banks having a-Circulation in exis 
of Capital. 





| ox 
| é e & 
| S lee 
a4 e - <= 
| = 3 168 
S. | uv © 
BF Sek ae bay 
oe er f at vate ee 
Hampden Bank, N. Y. $100,000 | = $313,220 | 3.13 
Rellinger Bank, N.Y. 10. 000 76.230 | 7.62 
Lyons Bank, N. Y ..... 30,000 | 112,150 | 3,73 
P. Rh. Westiall’s Bank, } 
N.Y secncesscerepecs 25,009 | 107,796 | 4,322 
Suffolk County Bank 
BOY cast ivisn A. 20,000 | 82,540 | 4,19 
Rank of Orangetown, | 
ort: teat meat ie tote sti te 30,000 99.999 | 3,33 
Passaic County Bank, | 
od chan anke esse orngun | 20,000 | 82.602 | 4.13 
Anthracite Bank, Pa... | 99.800 208.149 98 
Bank of Gettysburg, Pa. 145, 150 421,810 | 2.90 
Parmers’ Bank of 
Schovikill, Pa........ 100,000 904,836 | 3.04 
Parmers’? and Drovers’ ; 
Bank of Waynesburg, | . | 
PBinid cid bho cc waddée 150,000 | 495,500 | 3.30 
Jersey Shore Bank, Pa.. 75.150 | 221,257 | 2.94 
Lewisburgh Bank, Pa.. 100,000 | 324.677 | 3.94 
Lock Haven Bank, Pa.. 110,000 311.650 | 9.83 
Mount Joy Bank, Pa... | 54,710 171.1 3.12 
Ovctoraro Bauk, Pa..... | 57,970 | 169,315 | 2,92 
Union Bank of Reading, 
og rere rrr 100,990 | 298,425 | 2.98 
We st Branch Bank, Pa. 100, 000 299,109 | 2.99 
York County Bank, Pa. 125, 000 395,275 | 3.16 
Bank of Chambersburg, | 
<a hd enka ame ese 255. 838 753.585 2.92 
Rank of Newark, Del... 50,000 | 139,887 | 2.79 
Exchange Bank ot | 
Greenenstie, Ind... .. | 50,350 | 173.056 | 3.43 
Bank of Geauga, Obio., | 50,000 | 139,826 | 2,79 
' 


Merchants’ Bank of 


Masilion, Ohio....... 50,000 | 142,844 | 2.85 
Bank of Delaware, Ohio. | 23.000 | 65,171 | 2.53 
scelcchle iE iica el _| 
$1,992,968 | $5,998,088 | 


It will be noticed that of the banks on this list || 


six are in the State of New York organized under 
the boasted general law of that State, 


understand, contains no limitation in regard tothe 


capital of Ure bank, nor to the amount which any | 
Here are twenty-five banks | 


bank may circulate, 
with an aggregate capital of $1,9% 32.968 issuing 
circulation to the amount of § 45 998,088 


Any one who remembers th e condition of the | 


currency during the war of 1812, or who has read 


of it, must feel grateful to the Secretary of the | 


Treasury, and the country will appreciate his 
firmness in resisting the pressure of the banks and 


inkucurating the financial measures which have | 


thas far met with such marked success, instead 
of inflicting again upon the country the compli- 
cated evils 
of the Government in the war of 1812. 

lrepeat what I said the other day, that the issue 
of leval-tender notes was not only A wise mens- 
ure, 
have been adopted with safety; and if the Gov- 
ernment had, instead of it, depe nded on the State 
benks and used their notes for currenc y to carry 
on this ee it would have proved an utter fail- 
ure. ‘The loan bill, including the issue of legal- 
tender notes, the national bank act, and the tax 
law, were recommended by the Secretary of the 
Treasury as the three measures to be relied upon 
to carry the nation through its financial difficul- 
ties. The last Congress enacted them, and it is 
the duty of the present Congress to do all in its 
power to perfect them. They certainly have 
worked successfully thus far; and | trust any 
attempts to perfect them will meet a generous 
support from this House. 

The gentleman from New York stated the other 
day in his speech that the very best section of this 
bill was the one which repealed the law of last 
year, and there by condemned it as unendurable 
after only the brief e xperienoe of a single year. 
Nothing can be further from the truth. So far 
from condemning that Inw, the sole object of this 
billis to amend and perfect it. Like al! new meas- 
ures, that bill was putin the best shape at the 
time to insure its passage. It was in fact a good 
bill;-not perfect in all its details, but still a good 
bill. Its passage established a most important 


principle, and the brief experience of a single year || ment withdrew their legal-tender notes the banks 
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twenty-five banks, selected as specimens to show | has been satisfactory. 








| banks ; 
and they continued to inflate the currency until the | 


which, I | 


buat that it was the only measure that could | 


The friends of that law | 


are now cndeavoring to give more comple te effect || 


| 
to its principles by introduce ing this bill to perfect 
its details, and to give more e fe ctive action to the | 
banks whit h have been and are now rapidly or- | 
ganizing underit. It isanovel idea that any bill 
amending an existing law is a condemnation of 
the original law. 


| 
The “constant denunciation from certain quar- | 


ters of the financial measures that were adopted 
in the last Congress,and of the action of the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, remind one of the robber 
crying ** stop thief”’ to divert attention from him- 
self. It is,in my opinion, the State banks which 


|| are now doing the most to depreciate the currency | 


of the country, and they are deriving large profits 
from it. Twenty and even thirty per cent. on the 


! 
capital has not been unusual as annual profits of | 


some of them during the past two years. They 
use the Iegal-tender currency as the basis for ex- 
tending their own issues and inflatmg the cur- 


rency, and then complain of the Sec rousry of the | 


Treasury, and of the financial measures that have 

been we rok as the cause of the depreciation. 
That the banks are doing this is not a matter 

of opinion, but of fact, 


take the trouble to compare the present amount 
of the loans of the New York banks, or of the 
State banks generally, 
fore the suspension of specie payments in Decem- 


|| ber, 1861. ; 2a 
| When the great influx of gold from California | 
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well known to gentlemen | 
| from New York, and p atent to any one who will 


| for circulation bills or notes under a give) 


with what they were be- || say ten or twenty dollars; this wou! ld di a 





commenced a few years since, it was supposed 


by many that it would strengthen the currency, | 


but, instead of being used for that purpose, the 
made itthe basis for extending their issues, 


suspension of spe -cie payments occurred in 1857, 
It may, withalmost as much propriety, be said 
that the inflation of currency which culminated in 


| the suspension of specie payments in 1857, was 


caused by the gold from California, as to say 


|| now, in face of he fact of the great extension of | 
that the 


issues and expansion of the State banks, 
present depreciation of the currence} is to be solely 


| attributed to the action of the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the effect ef the financial measures | 


of the last Congress. 

More gold was exported from the country dur- 
ing the ten years that preceded this war than would 
have sufficed to supply coined money for the 


whole currency of this country; but the gold, in- | 
stead of being used to strengthen the currency, | 


was made a basis for extending the issues of the 
banks; and it was no sooner landed at New York 
than it was transferred to a steamer for Europe, 


| to be sentabroad to pay for the excessive imports 


of foreign merchandise, which was induced by 


| the inflated condition of the currency of the coun- 
which resulted from the different course 


try. This misuse of the gold from California was 
favorable forstock-jobbing and otherspeculations, 
but was a positive injury to all the industrial in- 
terests of the country. 

The same use is now being made of the legal- 
tender currency, which the necessities of the war 
have obliged the Government to issue, in the ab- 
sence of any other legal and suitable currency 
that could be used in the great emergency of the 
war. The State banks are issuing the legal-tender 
notes as a basis for an enormous inflation of the 
currency by the extension of the amount of their 
issues and of their loans 

Ax I said before, 
of mere opinion, but of fact, that is patent toany 
one who will exatnine the subject, and compare 
the present condition of the State banks with their 
condition in the summer of 1861. 


| become 
| sweat of this poor man’s ee I do not w 


|| sion that business is so profitable in th 


| tend their operations and to en in 
| dertakings, and in the maj: rity of eases with 
| precisely the result illustrated by this r hy ex- 
| pression of Mr. Webster. 


|| are restricted and controlled in 
|} amount of currency they can issue and t 
| of interest on their loans. 
| the amount of currency exceed thi 
| capital; and the whole amount of currenc 


i 


this statement is nota matter || 
| that should be granted to any 





The gentleman from New York, [Mr. Brooxs,} 


| inhisremarks last week, said the Secretary should || 


retrace his steps and diminish the issues of Gov- | 
ernmentpaper. But l wouldask him, in all frank- 
ness, if he thinks this a suitable time to fund the 
legal-tender currency and to diminish its amount 
when demands are pressing on the Treasury De- | 
partment that cannot be met without availing of 
all the resources that Congress has placed at the | 
disposal of the Secretary; and I would also ask 
what other effect it could have, if the Government 
should ngw fand and retire its issues of legal- 
tender notes, than to give greater opportunity to 
xtend the issues of the banks. As the Govern- 
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would issue so much more o 


paper. “ 
t isuseless for the Government todoa 

to diminish the volume of the currency at ng 
the State banks exercise the right, and are aan ich. 
ing for every opportunity to exte nd the Be = 
lation; and it is impossible for any thing 
done to correct the depreciation 80 lone w ‘1 
State banks are permitted Detter any rest ca 
of law, to fill all the channe ls of commer ¥ 2 
their own notes. In no other con: ‘try. ¢ ,civiliz : 


| or uneivilized, does the power exist ¥ ces 


Private 
corporations or individuals to exercise gy Hi acon. 


trol over the currenc y of the country, [ 


Rawine 
but here is the sovere ign and irresponsil! 
lelegated livid Pestle power 
delegated to indtfvi uals and to private cornors 
tions of furnishing and controlling aa curre; ‘y 
which measures the ¥ . 


yalue of all the pro} ‘ ty of 
the country. The cost of paper is on ly the ex 
pense ofthe p aper and engraving and the “4 
of p reparing and siening the not 8; but wher er 
it is used it regulates the price of al] the ; 
property in the c commuhity, We 


in 
one of his speeches said, in re fer rence t 


to ae 


e®X- 
cessive issues of the banks, that it was * t}, most 
effectual of inventions to fertilize the rich m » 

is 
field with the sweat of the poor man’s b row, a 


‘that banks should be restrained from ieee ne 
sum 


shi 


the circulation, and ¢ consequently the slelin of 


the banks; but it is of less Importance to make 
banks highly profitable institutions to the stock. 
holders than that they should be safe and useful 
tothe community.”” How much mor important 
is this now than at the time it was uttered by Mr. 
oe ster; now, when the life-blood of thi ke 
is being exhausted by adding the ex x 
ws the State banks to what the G 
obliged to issue to sustain itself! 

I understand Mr. Webster to have meant that 
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| when a sturdy pioneer in one of the new States 


of the West is induced to borrow mon y ont 


pledge of his land at three to five per cent. a 
month, he usually finds, after two or three years 
of toil, that he has received no benefit from | 

labor: that the Jand he has cleared and cultivated 
has by law become the property of hi 


dating but shrewder ne ighbor, and 


saceommo- 
| thereby it} 
the rich man’s fie ld, fi tilized by the 


to be understood as saying that this occurs only 
atthe West. The same thing is constantly 
ing on in the eastern States. The pop 





that men can afford to pay one or two per 
month for money tempts enterprising men to ex- 


new 


It is to pm the 
national banks from making such Joans thats 


| limit the rate of interest, nor in any case to cx- 


ceed the rate of seven per cent. per annum; a 


| this rate was selected because itis the legal rate 


in the great commercial State of New Me irk 
The banks authorized under this national law 


1 an } 
regard to the 


In none of the can 


sof t ; 


amount 


issued is limited to $300,000,000. The provis 
ions of the law contain every suitable. privicg 
> banks; ev ry | 
ducement is offered to organize the capital of! 
existing State banks under its provisions ! ye 
ing every facility to make the change, a! d to 
in their circulation as a part of the g300,000U 000 
which this law establishes as the maximum ol 
the circulation of bank notes, 
If anything is to be attempted by Congress | 


control the present depreciation of th currency, 
the right must be assumed to regulate the issues 
of notes that furnish the currenc y of the country; 
and the circulation of any notes as money that are 
not sanctioned by this national law must be pre- 
vented by the enforce ing of some string ri nt enact- 


So long as the State banks are allow 
» used! 


ury 


ment. 
issue their notes without restraint to be 
money, any action of Congress or of the Treas 
Department to prevent the de :preciation of the cur 
rency is useless. It is just as wrong and just a as 
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- fensible in principle to issue & piece of paper 
Meee without the sanction and impress of the 
money as it isto issue @ piece of metallic 


*overnment ; : 
. . y without that sanction and Impress, I 


know : 
es ot pap 


r money should not declare the issue 
5 « jreulasion of any other notes to beas greata 
ana ce = 


ne as to issue and pass counterfeits of the coin 
ecru 


osha ¢ ry. . 
(ee that the national banking system 

«not inimical to the interests of the State banks, 
Piet the object of this law was to offer every 
oe ty and inducement to the State banks to 
ee ig and avail of its benefits and be subject to 
its gontrol. I think that no one can misunder- 
cand that my object in supporting the bill to es- 
tablish a national banking system has been to 
bring all the banks that issue notes for currency 
under it; that the currency of the country may be 
within the contro! and regulation of a national 
law applicable to the whole country, instead of 
being controlled and regulated by State law as it 
has heen heretofore. 

If Congress has not the power to regulate and 
control the circulation of notes for currency in 
this great emergency, which requires the exercise 
of all its powers for national self-preservation, 
except, as Mr. Calhoun has said, through its 
nower to tax any other currency that interferes 
with and depreciates its established measures of 
value, | hope it will exercise the power of taxa- 
tion to its fullest extent; that it will decline to 
share any longer with States, or corporations, or 
individuals the sovereign right of furnishing and 
controlling thecurrency which measures the value 
of all the property within thecountry. I believe 
the existence of the nation is at stake upon this 
issue; that the present necessity requires the use 
of every legitimate means to sustain the credit of 
the Government; the national credit is the basis 
on which the future prosperity of the country de- 
pends. Inno other way than by the wise and 

rudent exercise of the sovereign power to regu- 
= the currency can those other important meas- 
ures to sustain the Government—the loan bills 
and the revenue bills—be made effective. lL appeal 
to the members of the House, and I ask them if 
they can excuse themselves to their constituents 
and to posterity if they sacrifice the great inter- 
ests that are now at stake to the comparatively 
petty interest of local banking. 

If this waris to be continued until its great ob- 
ject—the overthrow of this rebellion and the cause 
of it—has been accomplished, the. people who re- 
main at home must enter upon the work of sus- 
taining the war with more earnestness. We have 
reached the point where sacrifices are required to 
be made; the people must submit to largely in- 
creased taxation; Instead of increasing the sala- 
ries of Government officials we must increase the 
value of the money in which the salaries are paid 


by checking the depreciation of the currency. To | 
my mind, there can be no better example of sac- |! 


rifice than for the State banks to yield to the na- 
tion that control over the currency which,'so far 
as it now prevails, is for their corporate advant- 
age, and not for the public good. Without this 
control by the Government all efforts to check the 
depreciation of the currency are useless. Those 
Who complain of inadequacy of pay must con- 
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public opinion in favor & all measures that will 
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are paid. 
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no good reason why laws regulating the is- | 








A bill will soon be introduced from | 


creasing the taxes; but this will be insufficient for | 


giving to the people all the bencfit and | 


epre- || 


| 
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behind which the State banks could shelter them- 
| selves against any direct action of Congress which 
affected their interest. 

The object of the national bank law is neither 
to destroy capital invested in the State banks nor 
their circulation, to which the people are accus- 
tomed; its only objectis to bring under the control 

‘and regulation of one uniform national Jaw, ap- 
plicable to every State of the Union, all the State 
banks, and make their circulation a part of the 
$300,000,000 which this law authorizes as the 
maximum amount of bank circulation in this 
this country. 

When this object is accomplished I am ready 
to join with the gentleman from New York, or 
others, on either side of this House, in favor of 
such practical restrictions of the Government is- 
sues as will prevent the depreciation of the cur- 
rency; and unless defeat and disaster attend the 
military operations, I believe that specie prices 
and specie payments might be restored within the 
| coming year. 

| Another reason why I think the currency of 
the country should not consist entirely of the 
issues of Government paper is, that I have more 
faith inthe power and stability of this Govern- 
ment than many on the other side and some few 

on this side of the House. ‘The restoration of 
the currency and the resumption of specie pay- 
ments do not seem to me so far off as others 
appear to think it; and believing that the resump- 

tion of specie payments is desirable and not im- 
possible within no very distant period, it seems 
to me it may be necessary, when that time comes, 

to withdraw the Government notes from circula- 
tion, so that specie may again be the only *‘ law- 
ful money”’ of the country. 

I see no way in which the Government notes 
| could be redeemed in specie; and I fear that any 
other legal tender than coin could not well exist 
with specie payments. Therefore, to confine the 
right of issuing paper for currency to the Treas- 
ury Department would seem to be a permanent 
arrangement foran irredeemable currency. When 
the act was passed authorizing the issue of the 
legal-tender notes no one advocated it as a per- 
manent measure, but only as a temporary expe- 
dient to meet the emergency that existed after 
the banks suspended specie paymentsat the close 
of the year 1861. 

One more reason I will state, which tomy mind 
is very important: that a Government cannot issue 
| paper as money from its Treasury, and give it 
| active circulation in the channels of trade and 
commerce throughout a great country, because 
its only means to accomplish that objectis through 
its payments to publiccreditors. Whenever those 
payments are less than the amount required for 
the circulation, the currency must be insufficient 
for the business of the country, and may be di- 





=o 





available for the general purposes of the business 
of the country. It follows necessarily from this 
| that no Government paper can be advantageously 


| maintained in circulation as the money of the | 


| country without the Government assuming the 
functions of a bank by loaning its notes to be used 
for currency; and the objection to this is too man- 
| ifest. No-Government can perform the functions 
of a bank by loaning money without becoming 
corrupt and progressively arbitrary and despotic. 

The statement that this bill withdraws the prop- 
erty of individuals from State and municipal tax- 
ation is not correct. ‘The property of any indi- 
vidual invested in these banks is taxable, like any 
other of their property, for State and municipal 
purposes. While the United States Bank was in 


verted temporarily into channels where it is not | 


existence the shares of stock held by any one in | 
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that bank and the dividends received from it were |! 


taxation under Statelaw. Butthe Supreme Court 
decided that the bank could not be taxed by State 
law. Chief Justice Marshall in rendering this de- 
cision stated, as one of the reasons for it, that 
such power to tax was a power to destroy an in- 
stitution created by the national Government. 
Togive to the States the power to tax the banks 


|| established under this law would destroy their 


character as national institutions. If theamend- 
ment giving that power to the States is adopted, 
| L should consider the law of last year preferable 

to this, and should, therefore, be opposed to the 
| passage of this bill. 


counted in as constituting a part of the property 
'| and income for which such person was subject to 


| 


| 


(1451 


The amendments reported by the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union upon which 


| Hospecial vote was requested were then agreed to, 


Fourth amendment: 


Adi to the seventh section the following proviso: 

Provided, That banks with a capital of not leas than fifty 
thousand dollars may, with the approval of the Secretary 
of the Treasury, be organized in any place the population 
of which does not exceed six thousand inhabitants. 


Mr. BROOKS, L[ask for a special vote upon 
this amendment, 

Mr. WILSON called for tellers. 

Tellers were ordered; and Mr. Wiison and Mr. 
Brooks were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes 64, noes 54. 

So the amendment was agreed to. 


Sixteenth amendment: 


Insert in section twenty-two, after the words “ denom- - 
inations of,” the words “ one dollar, two dollars, three dol 
lars ;” so that the clause will read as follows: 

In order to furnish suitable notes for circulation, the Comp- 
troller ofthe Currency is hereby authorized and required, un- 
der the direction of the Secretary of the Treasury, to cause 
plates and dies to be engraved, in the best manner to guard 
against counterfeiting and fraudulent alterations, and to 
have printed therefrom, and numbered, such quantity of 
circulating notes, in blank, of the denominations of onedol- 
lar, two dollars, three dollars, five dollars, ten dollars, twenty 
dollars, fifty dollars, one hundred dollars, five hundred dol 
lars, and one thousand dollars, as may be required to sup 
ply, under this act, the associations entitled to reccive the 
same. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon this amendment, 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in: 
the affirmative—yeas 76, nays 54; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ashley, 
John D, Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, Bout- 
well, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, 
Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, Ganson, 
Gooch, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Hotchkiss, Asahel W. 
Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Loan, 
Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Samuel I’, Miller, 
Moorhead, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leon- 
ard Myers, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, 
Pomeroy, Price, Pruyn, Radford, William H. Randall, Alex 
ander H. Rice, John fH. Rice, Edward H. Rolling, Schenek, 
Scofield, Shannon, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Up- 
son, Van Vaikenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. 
Washburn, Whaley, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
and Woodbridge—76. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James 8. 
Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, Cox, Dawson, Deni- 


}} son, Eden, Eldridge, English, Finck, Grider, Harrington, 


Herrick, Holian, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kalb 
ficisch, Kernan, Law, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, 
Middleton, William H. Miler, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Nelson, John O'Neill, Pendleton, Samuel J. Randall, Rob- 
inson, Rogers, James 3. Rollins, Scott, Jolin B. Steele, Wil- 
liam G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, -Thomas, Voorhees, 
Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, 
Benjamin Wood, and ¥Ycaman—0o4. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 
Mr. HARRINGTON stated that Mr. Harp- 


inc was confined to his house by sickness. 


Thirty-first amendment: 


Strike out section thirty, and Insert In lieu thereof the 
following: 

And be it further enacted, That every association may 
take, receive, reserve, and charge on any loan or discount 
made, or uponany note, bill of exchange, or other evidences 
of debt, interest at a rate not exceeding seven percent. per 
annum; and such interest may be taken in advance, reck- 
oning the days for which the note, bill, or other evidence 
of debt hasto run, And the knowingly taking, receiving, 
reserving, Or charging a rate of interest grcater han alore- 
said shall be held and adjudged a forfeiture of the entire 
interest which the note, bill, or other evidence of debt ear 
ries with it, or which has been agreed to be paid thereon. 
And in case a greater rate of interest has been paid, the per 
son Or persons paying the same, or their legal representa- 


| tives, may recover back, in any action of debt, twice the 


amount of the interest thus paid, from the association tak- 
ing or receiving the same: Provided, That such action is 
commenced within two years from the time the usurious 
transaction occurred. Bet the purchase, discount, or sale 
of a dona fide bill of exchange, payable at another place than 
the place of such purchase, discount, or sale, at not more 
than the current rate of exchange for sight drafts, in addi- 
tion to the interest, shall not be considered as taking or re- 
ceiving a greater rate of interest. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Lrise toa point of order upon 
the amendment now being read by the Clerk. I 
hold in my hand the printed bill, which [ suppose 
is the same now being read. ‘This section was 
amended by the Committee of the Whole in two 
respects: first, on the motion of the gentleman 
from Maine, {Mr. Buaiwr,} by fixing the rate of 
interest the sameas that prescribed by the Legis- 
latures of the several States; and second, by pro- 
viding that wherea larger rate of interest than six 
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the same should be liable to refund the money. 
Those two amendments were adopted, and then 


the genUeman from Massachusetts (Mr. Hoorrr] | 


proposed a substitute, which was adopted. My 
poins oF exter is that the amendment as reported 


»y the Clerk is not the amendment adopted by 
the Committee of the Whole. 


The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read from 
page 63 of the Digest. 
The Clerk read the followinge 


“If the committee shall amend a clause, and subse- 
quently strike out the clause as amended, the first amend 


ment thereby falls, and cannot be reported to the House and 
voted on.”’ 


TheSPEAKER. Afterthe section was amended 
the committee struck it all outand inserted a sub- 
stitute. That substitute is the only one that can 
be reperted to the House. 

Mr. HOLMAN, Theamendment as reported 
is to strike out the section and insert another one. 
L rise to inquire whether the question is divisible, 
first upon striking out, and then upon inserting? 

The SPEAKER. The rules specially prohibit 
such a division. The motion to strike out and 
insert is indivisible. 


The amendment was agreed to. 
Fortieth amendment: 


Amend section forty-one by striking out the words “such 
tax or duty,’ and inserting in lieu thereof the words “ the 
taxes or duties imposed by Congress from time to time ;” so 
that the section will read: 

And be it further enacted, That the plates and special 
dies to be procured by the Comptroller of the Currency for 
the printing of such circulating notes shall remain under his 
control and direction, and the expenses necessarily incurred 
in exccuting the provisions of this act, respecting the pro- 
curing of such notes, and all other expenses of the bureau, 
shall be paid out of the proceeds of the taxes or duties now 
orhereafter to be assessed on the circulation, and collected 
from associations orgenized under this act; and the taxes 
or duties imposed by Congress from time to time shall be 
in lieu of all other taxes on such associations. 


Mr. KERNAN. Upon that amendment I call 
for the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 72, nays 61; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs, Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, 
Ashley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, 
Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, 
Thomas T. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, 
Frank, Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, 
Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, Longyear, 
Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, 
Morriil, Dauiel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Charlies O'Neill, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 
8. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Spalding, Stevens, 
Thayer, Upson, Van Valkenburgh, Elihu B. Washburne, 
Witliam B. Washburn, Whaley, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
and W oodbridge—72. 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Augustus C, Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, James8S. Brown, 
William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cox, Cravens, Dawson, 
Denison, Eden, Eldridge, English, Finck, Ganson, Grider, 
Hail, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, PhilipJohnson, 
William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Law, Lazear,Long, 
Matiory, Marey, McKinney, Middleton, William H. Miller, 
James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, John O'Neill, Orth, 
Pendieton, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, William H. 
Randall, Robinson, Rogers, Scott, John B. Stecle, William 
G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Voorbees, Ward, Chilton 
A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, 
and Yeaman—6l. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


During the call of the roll, 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE stated that Mr. Hiesy 
was detained from the Hall by sickness. 

Forty-fifth amendment: 


Add to section forty-four the following proviso : 

“ind provided further, That any bank or banking asso- 
ciation now organized in pursuance of the laws of any 
State, under articies of association which prohibit specified 
changes therein, may be changed and converted into a na- 
tional banking association, under the provisions of this act, 
without any such change in its articles of association as 
may be prohibited by the same, anything in this act to the 
contrary notwithstanding ; and its directors, at the time of 
such change, may continue in offiee, and their successors 
may from time to time be elected or appointed in the man- 
ner provided by its articles of association. 


_ Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays on agree- 
ing to the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 65, nays 63; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, 
Boutwell, Boyd, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Thomas 
T. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Eckéey, Eliot, Frank, Gooch, 
Grinnell, Hale, Hooper, Hotchkiss, John H. Hubbard, 
Senckes, Julian, Kasson, Keliey, Francis W. Kellogg, Or- 
tando Kellogg, Loan, Longyeat, Marvin, McBride, Mc- 
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per cent. was received the banks which received | 
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Soudan 


| B. Washburne, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, 
| Joseph W. White, Wilson, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, 
j; and Yeaman—6o, 


| son, Ancona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blaine, Francis P. 


| Morrison, Amos Myers, Nelson, Odell, John O'Neill, Orth, 


Clurg, Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos 
Myers, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, 
Perham, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander 
I. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, James 8. Rol- 
lins, Shannon, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, ‘Thayer, Upson, 
Van Valkenburgh, William B. Washburn, Wilder, Win- 
dom, and Woodbridge—65, 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Broomall, James 8. 
Brown, William G. Brown, Chanter, Clay, Cox, Cravens, 
Dawson, Denison, Driggs, Eden, Eldridge, Finek, Gan- 
son, Grider, Hall, Harrington, Herrick, Holman, Philip 
Johnson, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Kernan, Law, 
Lazear, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, Middleton, 
William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, Nelson, 
John O'Neill, Pike, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, Robin- 
son, Rogers, Schenck, Scofield, Seott, John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Voorhees, Elihu 


So the amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. JULIAN, during the roll-call, stated that 
Mr. Arnotp had left the House in consequence 
of indisposition. 


Fifty-ninth amendment: 


Insert the following as an additional section: 

Sec. 64. .4nd be it further enacted, That the rate of seven 
per cent. interest fixed in section thirty shall be deemed the 
lawfulinterestin all States where no rate is established; but 
each bank shal! be bound by the Siate law regulating in- 
terest in the Stute where it is located, 


Mr. BLAINE demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 89, nays 43; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, Alli- 


Blair, Bliss, Brooks, Broomall, James 8. Brown, Wil- 
liam G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cole, Cox, Cravens, Daw- 
s0n, Denison, Donnelly, Driggs, Eden, Eldridge, English, 
Finck, Ganson, Grider, Grinnell, Hall, Herrick, Holman, 
liotchkiss, Asabel W. Hubbard, Philip Johnson, William 
Jobnson, Julian, Kalbfleisch, Orlando Kellogg, Kernan, 
Law, Lazear, Loan, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, 
Middleton, William H. Miller, Morrill, James R. Morris, 


Patterson, lendieton, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, 
Pruyn, Samuel! J. Randall, John H. Rice, Robinson, Rogers, 
James S. Kollins, Schenck, Scofield, Scott, Smithers, 
Spalding, Starr, John B. Steele, William G. Steele, Strouse, 
Sweat, Thayer, Tracy, Van Valkeuburgh, Ward, Wheeler, 
Chilton A. White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin 
Wood, and Yeaman—8¥. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Ames, Ashley, John D. Baldwin, 
Baxter, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, Boyd, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Cobb, Thomas I’. Davis, Dixon, Eckley, Ellot, 
Frank, Gooch, Hale, Hooper, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, 
Kasson, Francis W. Kellogg, Longyear, Marvin, McBride, 
McClurg, Samuel F. Miller, Daniel Morris, Leonard Myers, 
Charles ONeill, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, 
Shannon, Thomas, Upson, Elibu B. Washburne, William 
B. Washburn, Wilder, Witson, Windom, and Woodbridge 
—42, 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
Sixtieth amendment: 


Insert the following as an additional section : 

Sec. 65. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this 
act shall be construed to prevent the taxation by States of 
the capital stock of banks organized under this act, the 
same as the property of other moneyed corporations, for State 
or municipal purposes; but no State shall impose any tax 
upon such associations or their capital, circulation, divi- 
dends, or business, at a higher rate of taxation than shall 
be imposed by such State upon the same amount of moneyed 
capital in the hands of individual citizens of such State. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 78, nays 56; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. James ©. Allen, William J. Allen, An- 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Bliss, Brooks, Broom- 
all, James 8. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, 
Cux, Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, English, 
Finck, Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harrington, Ben- 
jamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hotchkiss, Philip John- 
son, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Orlando Kellogg, Ker- 
nan, Law, Lazear, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, 
Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, William H. Miller, James 
R. Morris, Morrison, Amos Myers, Nelson, Odell, John 
O'Neill, Orth, Pendleton, Pike, Pomeroy, Pruyn, Radford, 
Samuel J. Randall, William ii. Randall, John H. Rice, 
Robinson, Rogers, Scofield, Scott, Starr, John B. Steele, 
William G. Steele, Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Van Vaiken- 
burgh, Ward, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Joseph 
W. White, Windom, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, and Yea- 
man—78. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Blow, 
Boutwell, Boyd, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Thomas 
T. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, 
Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Hooper, Asahel W. Hubbard,John 
H. Hubbard, Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. 
Kellogg, Loan, Lotigyear, Marvin, Mc Bride, McClurg, Mor- 
rill, Daniel Morris, Leonard Myers, Charlies O'Neill, Per- 
ham, Price, Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Shannon, Smithers, Spalding, Stevens, Thayer, 
Upson, Elihu B. Washburne, William B. Washburn, an 
W ilder—56. 


So the amendment was agreed to. 
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roll-call, that 


his colleague, Mr. Kine, was confined to his room 


| by indisposition. 
Sixty-first amendment: 
Add the following as an additional section: 


Src. 66. And be it further enacted, That no 


organized under this act shall at any time pay one 
in circulation in payment of any of its obligations a ; 
> Sep n 


bills, or anything intended to circ 
at the time of such paring OF ot eee: which, 
not being received by such association at par. 
_Mr. COX. I rise to a question of privilege, | 
| rise on behalf of Lindley Murray, Esq., born | 
the same county of Lancaster with the nentlon 7 
| from Pennsylvania, (Mr. Stevens.) the eine 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, a 
sixty-six does not use the English | 
the proper way, and as George Thompson js | 
speak in this Hall this evening on English Ae 
ters, we ought to be correct in using the Epo! 7 
language. ‘The section reads, “any bank bills” 
**is not being received.”’ I propose to strike out 
‘* is not being,” and in lieu thereof to insert “ap 
not.’’ , 
Mr. STEVENS. The grammar is quite as 
good as the rest of the bill. (Laughter 
Mr. COX. On that admission | with 
suggestion. [Laughter.] 
The amendment was concurred in, 


The question then recurred on the. substitute 
moved by Mr. Stevens. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I ask the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania to state in what respects the substi. 
tute differs from the original bill. Otherwise | 
must ask it to be read. 
| Mr.STEVENS. The substitute provides for 
| a uniform rate of interest at seven per cent., and 
| withdraws these national banks from State tax. 
ation and leaves them to be taxed by the national 
| Government. ‘Those are the only differences. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the yeas and nays, 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The queation was taken; and it was decided in 
} . #0 ° 
the negative—yeas 59, nays 78; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alley, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blow, Boutwell, 
Boyd, Broomall, Ambrose W. Clark, Cobb, Cole, Thomas 
T. Davis, Dixon, Donnelly, Driggs, Eckley, Eliot, Frank, 
Garfield, Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Hooper, John H. Hubbard, 
| Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Francis W.Kellogg, Loan, 
| Longyear, Marvin, McBride, McClurg, Morrill, Danie! Mor- 
ris, Leonard Myers, Charles O'Neill, Patterson, Perham, 
Alexander H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Schenck, Scofield, 
Shannon, Spalding, Starr, Stevens, Thayer, Thomas, Up- 
son, William B. Washburn, Wilder, Windom, and Wood- 
| bridge—59. : 

NAYS—Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Allen, An 
cona, Baily, Augustus C. Baldwin, Blaine, Bliss, Brooks, 
James 8S. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanler, Clay, Cor, 
Cravens, Dawson, Denison, Eden, Eldridge, English, Finck, 
| 
| 


Section 
anguage in 


re my 





| Ganson, Grider, Griswold, Hall, Harrington, Benjamin G. 
Harris, Herrick, Holman, Hotchkiss, Asahe! W. Hubbard, 
Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Kalbfleisch, Oriando 
| Kellogg, Kernan, Law, Long, Mallory, Marcy, McKinney, 
| Middleton, William H. Miller, James R. Morris, Morrison, 
Amos Myers, Nelson, Odell, John O’Neiil, Orth, Pendie- 
ton, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J Ran- 
dall, William H. Randall, John H. Rice, Robinson, Kogers, 
James S. Rollins, Scott, Smithers, Stebbins, John b. Steele, 
Strouse, Sweat, Tracy, Van Valkeuburgh, Ward, Elihu B. 
Washburne, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, Josepli WV White, 


8 


Wilson, Winfield, Benjamin Wood, and Yeaman—75. 
So the substitute was rejected. 





which the substitute was rejected ; and also moved 
| that the motion to reconsider be laid upon the 


. Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 


table. 
The latter motion wag agreed to. 


Mr. SPALDING offered the following amend- 
ment to the original bill to come in as an addi- 
tional section: 


And be it furthe? enacted, That each and every ares 
association. created underand by virtue of this or any o% ver 
act of Congress, shall receive in payment of its —e 
circulating notes of all other banks deriving their por _ 
from the same source, without depreciation OF discow 
from their nominal value. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. STEVENS demanded the previous ques 
tion. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
in question ordered. 
Mr. COX moved that the bill be laid upon the 
table,but subsequently withdrew the motion: 
The bill was ordered to be engrossed and = 
a third time; and being engrossed, It was acco 
| ingly read the third time. the 
Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays 0? 


passage of the bill. 








186 


- 
The 


{ r 


ypon 


“Mr 





Hal 
Hoop 
fleise 
Kern 
Marv 
liam 
risou 
O'Ne 
Robi 
John 
Blih 
Wh 
Wo 
N 
Bou 
Cob 
Hot 
Sam 
Perl 
and 
Sco 
Ups 
Wil 


s 


I 


I 
Mi 
hal 


3 





Pril @ 


l-eall, that 
to his room 


n ABSOC lating 
LY OUt, or 


NS, Any bang 
oney, Which 
irculation, ig 


ivilege, | 
Gey born in 
fentleman 
€ Chairman 
3. Section 
ANZ uave in 
IPSON is to 
lish mat. 
he English 
dank bills” 
) Strike out 
nsert “ are 


S quite ag 
T 


om my 


substitute 


man from 
the substi. 
therwise | 


rovides for 
cent., and 
State tax. 
he national 
erences, 

sand nays, 


decided in 
lows: 


derson, Ash- 
v, Boutwell, 
ole, Thomas 
vliot, Frank, 
H. Hubbard, 
sllogg, Loan, 
Danie! Mor- 
on, Perham, 
ck, Scofield, 
“homas, Up- 
}) and Wood- 


|. Allen, An- 
liss, Brooks, 
, Clay, Cor, 
glish, Finck, 
Jenjamin G, 
WV. Hubbard, 
ch, Orlando 
, McKinney, 
is, Morrison, 
rth, Pendle- 
muel J. Ran- 
son, Kogers, 
in B. Steele, 
urd, Elihu B, 
h W. White, 
nan—78, 


» vote by 
|so moved 
upon the 


ng amend- 
san addi- 


ery banking 
or any other 
ts debts the 
heir powers 
or discount 


jous ques 
1, and the 
| upon the 
motion. 
{ and rea 


as accord: 


Lys on the 


1864. 
¢ 


The yeas and nays W : : 
he YTEV 2NS moved that the bill be laid } 


re ordered. 


upon the table. 


Mr. HOLMAN demanded the yeas and nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 

the affirmative—yeas 90, nays 44; as follows: 
YEAS _Messrs. James C, Allen, William J. Allen, 


ee silison, Ames, Ancona, Ashley, Augustus C. 
Alley, 2 Baxter, Bliss, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, James 
Baldwins © Chanler, Cox, Cravens, Thomas T. Davis, 
s. ere aleoe, Donnelly, Driggs, Eden, Eldridge, Eliot, 
— Finck, Ganson, Gooch, Grider, Griswold, Hale, 
os “Harrington, Benjamin G. Harris, Herrick, Holman, 


we, Philip Johnson, William Johnson, Julian, Kalb- 
mit ’ kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, 
ceruan Law, Loan, Long, Longyear, Mallory, Marcy, 
Marvin, 


a awe Myers, Nelson, Odell, Charles O’Neill, John 
aot, ba - 


O'Neill, Pendleton, Pruyn, Radford, Samuel J. Randall, 
Robinson, Rogers, Edward H. Rollins, Shannon, Starr, 
John B. Steele, Stevens, Strouse, Thayer, T homas, Ward, 
Flihu B. Washburne, Whaley, Wheeler, Chilton A, 
White, Joseph W. White, Winfield, Benjamin Wood. 
Woodbridge, and Yeaman—90. 

NAYS—Messrs. Baily, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Blaine, 
Routwell, William G. Brown, Ambrose W. Clark, Clay, 
Cobb, Cole, Dixon, Eckley, Frank, Garfield, Grinnell, 
Hotchkiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, John H. Hubbard, Jenckes, 
Samuel F. Miller, Morrill, Amos” Myers, Orth, Patterson, 
Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alex- 
ander H. Rice, John H. Rice, James 8. Rollins, Schenck, 
Scofield, Smithers, Spalding, William G. Steele, Tracy, 
Upson, Van Vaikenburgh, William B. Washburn, Wilder, 
Wilson, and Windom—44. 

So the bill was laid upon the table. 


During the vote, 

Mr. SrUART said that he had paired with 
Mr. Davis, of Maryland; otherwise he would 
have voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. SCOTT stated that he had paired with Mr. 
BLow. 

The vote was then announced as above recorded. 

Mr. STEVENS moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was laid upon the table; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CONTESTED ELECTION IN NEW MEXICO. 


Mr.SMITHERS, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, to whom was referred the contested-elec- 
tion case in New Mexico, made a report, accom- 
panied with the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the petition of Jose M. Gallegos, asking 
further time to take testimony in the matter of his contest 
of the right of Francisco Perea to a seat in this House as 
a Delegate from New Mexico, be not granted. 

Resolved, That the Committee of Elections be discharged 
from any further consideration of the memorial of contest. 


The resolutions were agreed to. 


Mr. SMITHERS moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken; and also moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


LEAVES OF ABSENCE. 


Mr. LONGYEAR. 1 desire to ask leave of 


absence for Mr.Drices until day after to-morrow. 
Leave was granted. 


Mr. PENDLETON. I ask leave of absence 


for Mr. Brow for two weeks from to-morrow. 
Leave was granted. 


GRANT OF LANDS TO IOWA. 


Mr. ALLISON, by unanimous consent, re- 
ported from the Committee on Public Lands a bill 
‘o amend an act entitled **An act making a grant 
of Innd to the State of Lowa, in alternate sections, 
to aid in the construction of certain railroads in 
said State,” approved May 15, 1856; which was 
read a first and second time, ordered to be printed, 


Tne eeomimitted to the Committee on Public 
nds, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE OF CONFERENCE. 


an GARFI ELD, from the committee of con- 

wel ait whom was referred the disagreeing 

i 8 of the two Houses upon the bill of the 
ouse No. 302, made the following report: 


The committee of 

; conference appointed to take into 
4 

Onsideration the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on 


tlon amendments to the bill (Af. R. No. 302) to amend sec- 
onae re af the aet approved July 17, 1862, entitled “An 
the Anny he the pay and emoluments of certain officers of 
ond fn » and for other purposes,’ having met, after full 
their res conference have agreed, and do recommend to 
T ae fine Houses to agree, as follows : 
cement to the of Representatives recede from their dis- 
the tanga” the first amendment of the Senate, and 
me, with the following ments, to wit: 


THE 


ee a 





McBride, McClurg, McKinney, Middleton, Wil- | 
Miller, Daniel Morris, James R. Morris, Mor- | 


\| 


after the word “chaplain,” in the first line of said amend 
ment, insert the words ** without command ;”? second, after | 
the word * surgeons,” in the fourth line of said amendment, 
insert the words * and shali wear such uniform ag is or may | 
| be prescribed by the Army Regulations,” and that the Sen- | 
ate agree to the said amendments. | 
|| ‘That the House of Representatives reeede from their 
|| disagreement to the third section of the amendments of the | 
|} Senate, and agree to the same with the following amend- | 
|| ments, to wit: first, after the words “Adjutant General,”? | 
| in the fourth line of said section, insert the words “ of the | 
|| Army through the usual military channels ;”? second, after 
the word ** condition,” in the fourth line of said section, in- | 
|} sert the words “ and general history,’ and that the Senate | 
| agree to the said amendments. 

That the House of Representatives recede from their dis- 
|| agreement to the fourth section of the amendments of the 
|} Senate, and agree to the same with the following amend- | 

ment, to wit: add at the end of said section the words 
“when practicable,’’ and that the Senate agree to said 
amendment. 














HENRY WILSON, 

L. F. 8. FOSTER, 

GEO. KEAD RIDDLE, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 

J. A. GARPIELD, 

M. F. ODELL, 

N. B. SMITHERS, 
Managers on the part of the House. 

The report was agreed to. 


And then, en motion of Mr. COX, at (four 
o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuorspar, 4pril 7, 1864. 
Prayerby the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. SonDERLAND. 
The Journalof yesterday was read and approved. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS, 
Mr. SHERMAN presented the petition of 


praying to be allowed arrears of pension; which 
was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. WILSON presented a memorial of Colonel 
John G. Hudson and other officers of negro troops 
stationed at the post of Helena, Arkansas, pray- 
ing that negro soldiers may be placed on the same 





dered to lie on the table. 
TRANSFERS FROM THE ARMY TO THE NAVY. 


Mr. HALE. I wish to call theattention of the 
Senate for a single moment to a personal matter. 
I find myself, in the proceedings of the Senate 
yesterday, charged with a misstatement, a false- 
hood. I will read it from the Globe: 

‘“Mr.Grimes. When lL introduced this bill this morning, 
JT stated that if there was any objection to its immediate 
consideration I would not press the bill at this time. There 
was no objection. 
that he objected.” 


I do not ask anything. I simply want to call 
attention to this breach of parliamentary privilege 


that I have done. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator from New Hamp- 
shire has made a personal explanation as to a 
matter in which I am involved, and I desire to 
say a single word, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ator from New Hampshire yield? 

Mr. HALE, 
The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was 


Does the Sen- 


joint resolution therein named, have had the same 


tion of the Senate to proceed with the considera- 


to its consideration now. 
Mr. DAVIS. I object. 
with the morning business. 
Mr. HALE. I presenta report on the subject 
which I ask to have printed. 
The motion to print was agreed to. 


I wantto go through 


shire has called attention to the alleged fact that 
I charged him yesterday with stating an untruth. 
I did not intend to make any such charge; and it 
seems to me it would have been very well if the 


that if there was any objection to its immediate 
The Chair did not hear any objection made, and 


I think I express the opinion of every Senator 
within the sound of my voice when I say that no 
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Charies Rumney, a soldier of the war of 1812, | 


footing as to pay and emoluments as other soldiers | 
in the Army of the United States; which was or- | 


The Senator from New Hanrpshire says | 


and of the rules of the Senate, and having done | 


I wish to make a report first. | 
referred yesterday a bill (S. No. 218) to repeal a | 
under consideration and instructed me to report | 
it with an amendment. AsI presume, from what | 


occurred in the Senate yesterday, it is the inten- | 


tion of this bill, I move that the Senate proceed | 


Mr.GRIMES. The Senator from New Hamp- | 


Senator had read all that I said on the subject. | 
When I introduced the bill yesterday, | did state | 


consideration I would not press it at that time. | 
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one of them heard any such objection made. I 
had a right therefore to infer, as the Chair did, 
that no objection had been made. 

I stated afterwards that the Senator from New 
Hampshire said that he had made an objection 
but nobody heard him. We then went on with 
the consideration of the case, and the Senator 
made a speech; and what was the speech? Tal- 
leged, what had been alleged by the Secretary of 
the Navy in his communication to the Senate, 
what had been published in all the newspapers, 
what was known to every man in the Senate and 
every man outside of the Senate, that there was 
so great a deficiency of seamen and ordinary sea- 
men in the public service that the armed vessels 
of the country could not be manned. It was 
known to every man here that it could not be 
otherwise, because all the machinery of the Gov- 
ernment had been used to draw men into the 
Army to the exclusion of the Navy, because 
bounties had been paid to men enlisting in the 
Army and not to men enlisting in the Navy, be- 
cause the men who were recruited in the various 
localities into the Army were credited upon the 
Army quotas, and those that enlisted into the 
Navy were not credited upon the quotas of their 
respective States. 

It was known to every one else, and might 
have been known, and doubtless was known, to 
the Senator from New Hampshire who has charge 
of the conduct of naval affairs in this body, that 
there are tweive ships belonging to the Army as 
Army transports running out of the city of New 
York alone, the seamen upon which receive from 
thirty to forty dollars a month, while we are pay- 
ing our seamen on board naval vessels fourteen, 
sixteen, or eighteen dollars a month, and charge 
them with their clothing. It was known, or 
might have been known, by every man in this 
body that seamen at the city of New York are 
receiving $100 the round trip between that cit 
|| and the port of Liverpool or salen The revale 
was, as everybody knows, that there is a great 
scarcity of seamen. 

When it was known that there was considera- 
ble trouble growing out of the passage of those 
two laws which were both approved on the same 
day, the 24th of February last, I waited from 
that time until this for somebody to introduce a 
bill to repeal that joint resolution. No billof that 
kind was introduced by anybody. It was al- 
leged in the Senate yesterday that I introduced 
the bill which I did introduce, at the instance of 
the Navy Department. The Senator from New 
Hampshire was greatly mistaken. 

Mr. HALE. T aid not say that. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Senator insinuated so. 
He said that if the Navy Department saw fit to 
have communication with some other person than 
with the chairman of the Naval Committee, he 
was not responsible for it, thereby conveying the 
impression that Thad been induced to introduce 
that bill at the instance of the Navy Department. 
Why, sir, the Vice President of the United States, 
the Preniding Officer of this body, was the man 
who suggested to me yesterday morning to intro- 
duce that bill and secure its passage. 

When the bill was ietecienadl knowing the 
facts in regard to the scarcity of seamen, what 
did the Senator from New Hampshire do? With- 
out making an objection that I heard, or that was 
heard by the Presiding Officer of this body, he 
got up here to make a speech; and what was it? 
It seems that in riding in the cars he accidentally 
came in contact with a colleague of mine in the 
other branch of Congress. He learned from him 
that that colleague had applied to have a naval 
rendezvous opened in the capital of my State, in 
the interior of that State; that that communica- 
tion had been very properly directed by the Secre- 
tary of the Navy to the chief of the Bureau of 
Recruiting and Snujpment, and the chief of that 
bureau had written in reply to Mr. Kasson that 
he did net choose to appoint any one to open a 
recruiting rendezvous in fowa, and then said that 
he anticipated a sufficient number of seamen and 
ordinary seamen would be secured to the Navy 
under the enrolimentlaw, The Senator from New 
Hampshire fortified himself with that communt- 
cation made by the chief of the Bureau of Re- 
cruiting and Equipment, and brought it to the 
Senate to prove, what? To prove either that there 
were plenty of seamen, and hence there Was no 
necessity ee the passage of any law, or else that 
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the Secretary of the Navy failed to avail himself 
of the opportunity to raise seamen by establish- 
ing a recruiting rendezvous in the State of lowa, 
when the Senator might have known as wellas L || 
know that there is not one seaman or an ordi- 
nary seaman to every hundred thousand of. the 
people of the State of lowa. There are not ten 
seamen in the State; and the chief of that bu- 
reau very properly decided that he would not go 
to the expense of estaLlishing a recruiting ren- 
dezvous in lowa for the purpose of raising lands- 
men, when there could be plenty of landsmen se- 
cured at the recruiting rendezvous already estab- 
lished. It was not landsmen but seamen and 
ordinary seamen, professional trained sailors, that | 
they wanted. 

After he had made this speech, then was the 
first time that 1 heard, or that anybody in this \| 
body, so far as | know, certainly the first time || 
that the Presiding Officer of the betes knew that 
he had raised any objection; and I stated what 
was the fact, that nobody so far as I knew had 
heard him raise an objection to the consideration 
of the bill. I can only repeat what | then said or 
intended to say, that I did not hear him make the 
objection; and so far as 1 know no one heard him || 
make it at the time. | 

| 
| 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE, from the Committee on 


Indian Affairs, to whom was referred a petition || 
of citizens of Oregon and the Territory of Wash- | 
ington, praying that the two Indian superintend- | 
encies of Oregon and Washington Territory may 
be consolidated, and that that State and Territory 
may constitute one Indian superintendency, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred a petition of the confederate bands | 
of Wea, Peoria, Kaskaskia, and Piankeshaw In- 
dians, praying that provision be make for the pay- 
ment of the amount alleged to be due them under 
the treaty of May 30, 1854, asked to be discharged 
fromits furtherconsideration; which wasagreed to. 

Mr. RAMSEY, from the Committee on Post 
Offices and Post Roads, to whom was referred the 
memorial of Carlisle Doble, praying compensa- 
tion for services rendered and expenditures made 
in transporting the United States mail between 
Taylor’s Falls, Minnesota, and Superior, Wis- 
consin, from April to November, 1857, submiited 
a report accompanied by a joint resolution (S. 
No. 40) for the relief of Carlisle Doble. 

The joint resolution was read and passed to a 
second reading, and the report was ordered to be | 
printed, || 

Mr. HALE. he Committee on Naval Af- | 





| 
fairs, t» whom was referred a petition of staff offi- || 
cers of the Navy, praying that the retired officers || 
of the staff of the Navy may be placed on an | 
equality in regard to pay with Me retired line offi- 
cers of the Navy of the same relative rank, have 
instructed me to ask to be discharged from that, 
because they have made provision for that prayer 
in a general bill which has been reported. 

The motion to discharge the committee was || 
agrecd to. 1] 

Mr. ELALE, from the Committee on Naval Af- } 
fairs, to whom was referred a bill (H.R. No. | 
370) to appoint certain officers of the Navy, re- | 
ported it with amendments, ] 

He also, from the same committee, to whom || 
was referred a bill (S, No. 165) in relation to na- | 
val supplies, submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed, 

He also,from the same committee, to whom | 
was referred the memorial of Garrett R. Barry, 1] 
a paymaster in the United States Navy, praying || 
to be relieved from al! responsibility as bonds- H 
man for Paymaster John De Bree, for losses in- | 
curred in consequence of the disaster to the Uni- | 
ted States frigate Cumberland, submitted a report | 
accompanied by a joint resolution (S. No. 41) for || 
the relief of Garrett R. Barry, a paymaster in the || 
United States Navy. The joint resolution was | 
read and passed toa second reading, and the re- i] 
port was ordered to be printed, } 

He also, from the same committee, to wham | 

- . : ; ; 

were referred the following bills and joint resolu- | 
tions, reported them severally without amend- 
ment: 

A bill (HI. R. No, 297) fixing the date of the | 
loss of the United States brig Bainbridge, and for 





} in the Indian territory. 
| it should be immediately acted upon, 
| take ten minutes. 


| with, I believe. 


the relief of officers, seamen, and marines of the 
same, and for other purposes; 

A bill (HL. R. No. 300) for the classification of | 
the clerks to paymasters in the Navy, and grad- | 
uating their pay; | 

A bill (H.R. No. 303) to amend an act entitled 
‘“‘An act to establish and equalize the grade of | 
line officers of the United States Navy,” approved 
July 16, 1862; 

A joint resolution (H.R. No. 13) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Admiral Porter; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 21) relative to 
the accounts of the petty officers, seamen, and 
others of the crew of the United States gunboat 
Cincinnati; 

A joint resolution (H. R. No. 54) authorizing 
the Secretary of the Navy to sell at public auc- 
tion lot No. 13 in the village of Sackett’s Har- 
bor, New York; and 

A joint resolution (S. No. 35) to compensate 
the sailors on the gunboat Baron de Kalb for loss 


|| of clothing. 


Mr. CHANDLER, from the Committee on 
Commerce, to whom was referred a bill (H.R. 
No. 367) to provide for the collection of hospital 


| dues from vessels of the United States sold or 


transferred in foreign ports or waters, reported it 
without amendment. 
He also, from the same committee, to whom 


| was referred a bill (H.R. No. 374) to exempt | 
certain vessels therein named fromenrollmentand | 


license, and from the payment of tonnage duty, 
and for other purposes, reported it without amend- 
ment. 


Mr. HARRIS. The Committee on Private 


| Land Claims, to whom was referred the bill (H. 


R. No. 228) confirming the title of Joseph Ford 
to certain lands in Rice county, in the State of 
Minnesota, have had the same under considera- 


tion, and direct me to report it back favorably; | 


and as it will occupy but a moment, I ask that it 


|| may be considered now. 
I dislike to object, but I must | 


Mr. DAVIS. 
do so. 1 want the morning business to be gone 
through with. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objection being 
made, the bill will go upon the Calendar. 
ORDER OF BUSINESS. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to postpone all 


prior orders and take up Senate bill No. 198, to | 


1] 


I] 
| 


| 
} 


oo 








aid the Indian refugees to return to their homes 


Mr. DAVIS. 


ness until the morning business Is concluded. 


I object to taking up any busi- | 


It is all-important that | 
[t will not 


‘The morning business has not been gone through | 


I dislike to make objections of 
this character, but I feel compelled to do so. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 


: will be onthe motion of the Senator from Wis- 


consin. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Gentlemen all around | 


me are appealing to me to allow the morning 
business to be gone through with. 
get through with the morning business, the pre- 
sentation of reports, introduction of bills, &c., 


If they can | 


without taking ap the whole morning hour, | | 


have no objection to waive my motion for a time; 


but I give notice that before the morning hour | 
expires I shall feel called upon to renew this mo- | 


tion. 

onto-day. I withdraw the motion for the present. 
FRENCH SPOLIATION REPORT. 

Mr. JOHNSON submitted the following res- 


olution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Printing: 


Resolved, That three thousand additional copies of the | 


report on French spoliations prior to 1801 be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 


WASHINGTON AQUEDUCT REPORT. 
Mr. MORRILL submitted the following res- 


Printing: 


It isimportant that this bill should be acted | 


|| olution; which was referred to the Committee on | 


Resolved, That one thousand extra copies of the report of | 


the engineer of the Washington aqueduct be printed: five 
ifidred for the use of the Interior Department and five 
buudred for the ase of the Scuate. 


DISTRICT JUDICIAL EXPENSES. 


Mr. TRUMBULL submitted the following | 
resolution; which was considered by unanimous | 


consent, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Interior be directed 
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| oris not confined in the penitentiary of New York, si . 
| in Albany, or some other prison, by and under the seul 
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to inform the Senate what amount of fees anc = 


; l emolume 
of every kind and character were Nol Une 


s received by the ay e 
and marshal of the United States for the Distr . worhey 
Imubia respectively, and by the clerks of the Several ' 
for said District, during the year ending Deco wn ™ 


1863, and what amount was aliowed to eac! 
cers for deputies, clerks, office 


expenses during the same period 
MESSAGE FROM THE TIOUSE, 

A message from the House of Representat 
by Mr. Luoyp, its Chief Clerk, announced th, 
House of Representatives had agreed to the - 
of the committee of conference on the dis 
votes of the two Houses on the amendm: Nts to th. 
bill (H. R. No. 302) to amend section nine tie 
act approved — 17, 1862, entitled An ac 7 
define the pay and emoluments of certain of, 
of the Army, and for other purposes,” 

The message also announced that the Hoy 
Representatives had passed the following }j 
the Senate: 7 

A bill (No. 79) to incorporate Providence hog. 
pital in the city of Washington, District of (o. 
lumbia; 

A bill (No. 82) concerning notaries public for 
the District of Columbia; and 

A bill (No. 163) to authorize the Columbia In- 
stitution for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind to 
confer degrees. 

The message further announced that the House 
of Representatives had passed the following bills 
of the Senate, with amendments to each; in w! 
it requested the concurrence of the Senate: 

A bill (No. 126) to amend an act to incorporate 
the inhabitants of the city of Washington, passed 
May 15, 1820; and 

A bill (No. 155) to incorporate the Union Gas 
Light Company of the District of Columbia. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


The message further announced that the Pres- 
ident ofthe United States had approved and signed, 
on the Ist instant, the following acts: . 

An act (H. R. No. 34) making appropriations 
for the support of the Military Academy for the 
year ending June 30, 1865; and 

An act (H. R. No. 312) to increase the pension 
of the revolutionary pensioners now on the rolls 
of the Pension Office. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 
Mr. LANE, of Kansas, in pursuance of pre- 


vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill (S. No. 219) for the reliefof the Wea, 
Peoria, Kaskaskia, and Piankeshaw Indians of 
Kansas; which was read twice by its ttle, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Indian Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


ARREST OF WILLIAM YOCUM. 


Mr. DAVIS. I desire tocall up the resolution 
referring the case of William Yocum to the Com 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Crank in 
the chair.) The Senator from Kentucky moves 
to postpone all prior orders and proceed to the 
sonsideration of the resolution indicated by him. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 inquire whether it wil 
lead to debate. 

Mr. DAVIS. 
myself. 
does. J 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is it a resolution for ref- 
erence to the Judiciary Committee? 

Mr. DAVIS. That is all. . 

Mr.COLLAMER and Mr. TRUMBULL. Let 
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ch 


I do not propose to di bate it 
Ido not know whether anybody else 


| it be read. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reaoiu 
tion will be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, which was 
submitted by Mr. Davis on the 29th of March, as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary inq 


and report to the Senate whether or not William vem, 
a citizen of the United States, late a resident of alr, 


ted 
(uae 


ulre 


Yocum has 
President 


have 


of a military court, for which the said Willian 
received the full and unconditional pardou of the 
of the United States; and that the said coumnilice 
power to send for persons and papers. 
Mr.GRIMES. I propose to amend it. , 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Thefirst que 
tion is on taking up the resolution, = 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. I perceive this will - 
dently lead to debate; and I will say to the ne 
able Senator from Kentucky that! feel construn 
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nose its being taken up the morning hour. || he returned to his residence. He was ordered so | demeanor, buta high crime, and itisa crime that 
» Or to which I have called attention 1s very || to report again at Paducah or Memphis, but | |) ought to be punished 
Tho it . : Fao il ~ . 
vant tobe acted onin the morning hour. If |) think it was Paducah, He did report, and no at- Ladmit that the Senate have no impeaching 
a sires to have this matter merely referred, | || tention was paid to him on his second trip to that \ power, nor is it right that they should prejudge 
ye ee no objection to that. || point. He then returned to Cairo, and some mil- the case. I have not prejudged this case myself. 
nave he ¥ : 


The motion to take up the resolution was agreed || itary officer took cognizance of the case, and dis- || I do not know thatthe facts areas I have related 


charged him, After he was discharged he was || them; but I believe them to be so. If they are 
taken into custody, and was brought to this city, || so, they amount to a high offense on the part of 
and confined in the Old Capitol. While he was || the Secretary of War, and the impeaching power 
therein prison four Representatives from the State || of this Government ought to institute a proceed- 
of Kentucky took testimonials of the loyalty of || ing to have him brought to justice and made an 
Yocum, of the loyalty of the owner of the slave, || example of. 


and evidence that that slave belonged to that Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move to postpone this 
owner, to the President of the United States, and 


Mfr. GRIMES. move to amend the resolu- 


tion by adding: f 
i that the committee report to the Senate all the facts 
ane 7 to the charges against said Yocum, and the pro 
in aoe in bis trial, and all the facts in relation to such 
credings s 
pretended pardon. 


Mr. DAVIS. I accept the amendment as a 


th U , , J resolution and all prior orders for the purpose of 
modification of the resolution, with the consentof | the President granted to Yocum an unconditional || taking up Senate bill No. 198. 

he Senate. : : pardon, as one of the gentlemen, a Representa- || ‘The motion was agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question - 


tive from Kentucky in the other House, informed 
me. That gentleman took the pardon to the War 


1» At 3 me | j | Office, and filed it with one of the principal offi- 
yolves the examination into a judicial question || 


whether Yocum is confined, as | understand it, 


RETURN OF REFUGEE INDTANS. * 
The Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the 
cers of the Secretary of War, and the next day, Whole, proceeded to consider the bill (S. No, 198) 
or the second day afterwards, the Secretary of || to aid the Indian refugees to return to their homes 


is on the resolution as modified. ) 
Mr TRUMBULL. It strikes me that thatin- 


jn a penitentiary, after having received the par- | War ordered him to be sent, as a felon and a pris- }\ in the Indian territory, 
don of the President. — If he has been ‘pardoned || oner, to the city of Albany, to be confined in the | The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill will 
by the President, let him sue out his writ of ha- || penitentiary, and he is there retained. be read. én 4 

beas corpus and be discharged by the courts. ‘I he |} [am informed upon authority to which I give | Mr. DOOLI r'TLE, It is Not necessary to read 
Judiciary Committee 1s not the proper committee the fullest faith that these are the facts of the case. the original bill. The C ommittee on Indian Af- ” 
to investigate questions of this character, or rather | If they are not, the authorities that have charge fairs have reported a substitute for it. Let that 
it is not a legislative question. If there is a per- || of Yocum ought to be disabused. If they are be read. aaa : ainsi 

son illegally held in confinement in the peniten- || true, a more oppressive and outrageous case was || “The PRESIDING OFFICER. If there beno 
tiary at Albany who has been pardoned by the || never brought to the attention of any authoricy. | objection, that course will be pursued, The Com- 
President, it strikes me there is no difficulty in|) Mr. COLLAMER. I would desire to see the || Mittee on Indian Affairs report an amendment to 


his case. Why not bring his case before the 
roper tribunal and have it decided and let him 
be discharged? Suppose the Judiciary Commit- 
tee should be of the opinion that he was improp- 
erly confined after he had been pardoned, Ido not 
see what legislative action we could take, ‘The 
laws are sufficient to reach his case now; and if 
some person in the State of New York, the warden 
of the penitentiary, 1s holding a party who is le- 
gally entitled to liberty, I do not see what legis- 
lation is to be based upon the fact. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I cannot perceive what | 
this bedy or its committees have to do with such | 
a question. Whether this man is imprisoned or |} 
not isa matter of fact entirely within the knowl- 
edee of the Executive. Whether he has had an 
executive pardon isa matter of factentirely within | 
the knowledge of the Executive. It seemsto me | 
the inquiry should be of the Executive whether 
such a man is in prison, and whether he has had 
npardon. Let us know what the fact is about it. 


gentleman’s former resolution to which he has ptr out all ot the ee a pier Se enact 
| alluded ing clause anc insert what will be read, — 
| Mr. DAVIS. I shall have it read directly after || ‘The Secreigry read the words to be inserted, 
I make aremark or two further. Mr. President, || 9% follows: 
we are told that a man once traveling anywhere Phat there be, and is hereby, appropriated, out of any 
th of, and declaring kieneelfre bea tt money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
upon theearth and declaring himself to bea Loman || removal and temporary relief of the refugee and destitute Ln- 
; citizen was by that declaration prote cted against || diansinthe southern superintendency, namely: tor expenses 
allwrong. We have sometimes instituted asimilar |) of transportation and subsistence by the way to the Ludian 
boast in this country; but a condition of things |, THtery, $52,000 ; for temporary subsistence in the Indian 
etal conkiad sal b oor os | country ot refugee and destitute Indians tothe close of the 
| has been reached when to ean Ame ican citizen, present fiscal year, $153,000; for seeds, plows, and ne- 
; a loyal American citizen, free from crime, free | cessary agricultural implements to enable them ip raise a 
from offense or culpability of any character what- || crop the present season, $18,000, 


ever, is no protection. Mr. DOOLITTLE, Perhaps it is due to the 

The honorable chairman of the Committee on |; Senate that | should occupy their attention for 
the Judiciary says that we ought to bring this || about five minutes by way of explaining this bill 
| man’s case before a judge upon a writ of habeas || and its necessity. About two years since, asa 

corpus. What is the writ of habeas corpus worth || consequence of the war in which we are engaged, 
now? Where is the judge that is authorized or || the Indian territory was also in what may be 
| that has the liberty to perform his duty upon the | denominated a civil war. The Choctaws, the 

writ of habeas corpus in this Government of ours? || Chickasaws, a small portion of the Seminoles, 
at thet || The Chief Justice of the United States cannotdo |, about one half the Creeks, and one fourth, per- 
Ido not see how any legislation is called for in || jr. Everybody is subordinated to and isenslaved || haps, of the Cherokees, were induced to unite 
relation to itany way. 1 think this mode of at- || by a factitious and accidental military power. || their fortunes and become allies with the rebels. 
tempting to ascertain how the fact is is a wrong || ‘I‘he majestyof the Constitutionand ofthelawsand || In the military operations which followed, the 
one. lhe method should be the other one which || of the creat writ of liberty, the writ of habeas cor- | loyal Creeks, the loyal Cherokees, the loyal Sem- 
I! ve indicated. If the other should fail, if the pus, is all stricken down before a set of military |) inoles, and the loyal Chickasaws were driven out 
Senator could not get at the knowledge of the || subdrdinates that give no heed to it. I suppose |, in the winter from their homes, in the midst of 
facts which are desired in the proper manner, it || that ifa judge in Albany oranywhere else was to |, great suffering and destitution, into the State of 
might Iay the foundation for some legislation to || direct a writ of habeas corpus to the keeper of the | Kansas, and they took refuge there, where since 
enable him to get at the facts, 


penitentiary there to have the person of this indi- | that time they havabeen living, supported by the 
Mr.DAVIS. Teconcur with the honorable Sen- || vidual brought before him, and was to take steps || Government out of those annuities which belong 
ator from Vermont that there is but one proper || to make the officer of his court execute it, he and | to all the Indian tribes in the Indian territory. 
mode of reaching this matter, and that mode has || the officer of the court would both be turned into || Those annuities have enabled the Government to 
already been resorted to without any avail. Be- || the military prison also, and kept there, provide for these refugees in Kansas and the 
fore ! offered the resolution which is now under Mr. TRUMBULL. I inquire then of the Sen- |! Cherokee country up to about the Ist of Aprilof 
consideration, I presented to the Senate, and the || ator from Kentucky what good he supposes legis- |, the present year. 

Senate passed, a resolution asking for informa- || lation will do. The laws of the land authorize a || In consequence of our military successes in that 
tion from the President of the United States in || judge to issue a writ of habeas corpus, and | ap- | section of the country, it is believed both by the 
relation to Yocum’s case, and that resolution has || prehend that any judge applied to upon a proper || War Department and the Interior Department 
never received any attention at all. I will now || state of case would issue that writ. ‘Theexisting | that we may safely attempt to send these refu- 
tiate the facts of the case as 1 understand them || law, I know, provides that in case the officer hav- | gees back to their homes in their own country; 
to be. || ing the party in custody makes a certain return, || and in order to do so, and that they can raise a 
Yocum was a citizen of Cairo, Illinois. He || the judge shall not further proceed, but the writ || crop the present season, it is necessary that this 
received from some military officer, some subor- || is to be issued whenever applied for, and am not || should be immediately undertaken. The while 
dinate, something like a trust, as I understand, || aware that judges refuse to issue the writof habeas || number of refugee Indians in Kansas is eight 
over what are called contrabands. There was a || corpus whena proper case is laid before them. At || thousand and thirty-one. There are in the Chero- 
resident of the State of Kentucky, a Union man, || any rate, I should like to have that tested; andif | kee country refugeesalso driven from their homes 
that is as well vouched for as any Union man || they do refuse to do it when the law makes it |) to the number of seven thousand five hundred. 
could be, who had a slave that escaped and got || their duty, the Senator from Kentucky will ac- | Itis also estimated that there has been an in- 
o Cairo,and reached the rendezvous of slaves of complish little by having other laws passed, | crease, since the actual official enumeration, of one 
which Yocum had the charge. Yocum himself Mr. DAVIS. Does notthe honorable Senator || thousand five hundred more, making in ali about 
adie man, and is strictly loyal, and more || from Illinois know that Judge Leavitt, of the dis- || seventeen thousand Indians. It was estimated by 
the Gover the President of the United States to }| trict court of the United States for the southern | the Department that if these refugees were to be 
ry tament, ‘The owner of the slave had his |) district of Ohio, refused to issue a writ of habeas || removed and to remain upon our hands for one 
us oy a in conformity to the fugitive slave |, corpus ? But that is not the point | am getting || hundred and eighty-three days the whole expense 
ae teow his testimony to Yocum. Yocum || at. The point is this: L ask the Senator, and I || of their removal and their support would amount 
the wre ame and did not detain the slave, and || ask any lawyer, whether, if the facts as | have the sum of $473,000. The commitice have de- 
owner of the slave took him across the river. || related them are true, the Secretary of War has |! termined torecommend the appropriation of about 
aoe aequiescence in the act of the owner || not committed a high offense? If the uncondi- || one half that sum, believing that while we a 
court He arraigned there before some military || tional pardon of this man by the President of the || reported what is necessary for a nen = : 
to Padueah Td. ordered to report to Memphis or | United States was placed in the hands of the Sec- || subsistence on the way and meee omnes ae va 
report Hi, Go not recolleet which. He did so || retary, and he disregarded itand sent the man off || isasked for by the Department in furnishing them 
18 case Was not considered there, and || to prison, he committed ahigh crime—not a mis- || supplies, plows, and the necessary agricultural 
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implements with which to commence raising their 
crops, it Is not me cessary that the Government 
should provide for their subsistence beyond a 
period of ninety days. We believe that they can 
return to the territory in the course of those 
ninety days nnd can begin to raise something for 
their own support. The estimate made by the 
Department as to the expense of supporting them 
is at the low sum of ten cents per day per head. 
The committee look upon it as a very reasona- 


ble estimate, and recommend that the bill should | 


ass in its present shape as proposed to be amended 
bs the committee. I hope therefore that the amend- 
ment will be adopted and that we shall have the 
immediate action of the Senate upon the bill.: 

I will say to the Senate that from all I have 
heard and read, the sufferings of these refugee In- 


dians in Kansas for their loyalty to the United | 
States are beyond anything I have read of any | 


people in connection with the present war. They 


were driven out of their territory and compelled | 
to flee to Kansas in the winter, in the midst of | 


snow, destitute of covering, and many of them 
perished from want. Lam told by the Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs that in consequence of the 
limbs that were frozen during that terrible flight 
three hundred amputations had to be performed 
by surgeons upon these suffering refugee Indians. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour of 
one o’clock having arrived, the Chair will call up 
the order of the day, being the joint resolution 
proposing amendments to the Constitution, which 
is now before the Senate. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move tMt it be inform- 
ally laid aside by unanimous consent to enable us 
to take a vote on this bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. That course 
will be adopted, unless there be objection. The 
Chair hears none. ‘The question is on the adop- 
tion of the amendment reported by the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was reported tothe Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. 

The bill was ordered to be encrossed for a third 
reading, and was read the third time, and passed. 


AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint res- 
olution (8S. No. 16) proposing amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States is now before 
the Senate, and the question is on concurring, in 
the Senate, with the amendment made as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. President, as I said 
to the Senate yesterday evening, | do not intend 
to occupy the attention of the body but fora few 
moments; and | would not have been induced to 
say one word of a political character except for 


the suggestions made by the Senator from New || 


Hampshire (Mr. Hare} in his speech yesterday 
afternoon. He took occasion, in arguing the sub- 
ject before the Senate, to make a very grave charge 
against the Administration of Mr. iS hedhd: and 
to say that during that Administration the war 
commenced, or at least eleven States were lost to 
the Union. 
Mr. Buchanan. I think he departed from the 
principles upon which he was elected President 
of the United States; and that departure brought 
great loss upon the Democratic party, and per- 
haps some evil upon the country; but I am not 
willing in the Senate to hear so grave a charge 
made against him and make no reply, when I 
think the charge cannot be well maintained. 

In the first place, the Senator was mistaken as 
to the number of States that seceded during the 
Administration of Mr. Buchanan. During the 
last few months of that Administration seven 
States seceded: the States of South Carolina, 
Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Louis- 
jana,and Texas. After the incoming of the pres- 
ent Administration four more States seceded, to 
wit: Virginia, Tennessee, Arkansas, and North 
Carolina. ‘There is a very serious mistake made 
by the Senator upon the question of fact. 

Bat, although not making the charge directly, 
he allowed it to be inferred from what he said that 
the Administrationof Mr. Buchanan was respons- 
ible to a very considerable extent for the com- 
mencemeut of hostilities. I do not agree with 
the Senator, What had the Administration of 
Mr. Bachanen to do with the commencement of 
hostilities? Mr. Holt and Mr. Stanton were both 
members of his Cabinet during the last months 


Sir, | am no extravagant admirer of | 
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of that Administration, and one of them is now 
n member of the present Cabinet and the other 
he lds a high office, and both are regarded as very 
ae inthe present Administration. But, sir, 


that it could do to avoid the commencement of 
| these hostilities. I shall not go over that subject 
in detail, for it is well understood by the Senate, 
except to call the attention of the Senator from 
New Hampshire to the fact that during the ses- 
sion of Congress immediately preceding the com- 
mencement of the present Administration, the 
Democrats in this body and in the other House 
| did all in their power to adjust the differences be- 
| tween the North and the South, and to avoid the 
calamitous war that has come upon the country. 
Can the Senator from New Hampshire say so 
much for his party ? 

It was stated by Senator Douglas in the presence 
of the Senator, that if the Republican party of this 
body, and of the other branch of Congress, would 
do as much as the Democrats would do in the way 
of adjustment and compromise, there need be no 
trouble—the conflict of the sections might be 
avoided; and the Senator did not deny the allega- 
tion of that distinguished Senator. Itstandsasa 
statement then undisputed in this body, that if the 

|| Republican portion of the Senate and of the 
| House of Representatives had been willing to do 
as much as the Democrats would do, we could 
have adjusted the questions in dispute between the 


war. When the proposition of adjustment and 
compromise came to a vote in this body, I believe 
-every Democrat then occupying a seat here voted 
for it, while every gentleman in this body belong- 
ing to the other party voted against it. ‘The same 
is substantially true of the history of that propo- 
sition in the other branch of Congress. 

Then, sir, | think the Senator cannot well say 





| ocratic party, at that time, were responsible for 
the failure of the efforts to adjust the questions 
in dispute between the two sections. I will not say 
that the South had cause for the course they pur- 
sued. Secession had not justification in the fact that 
a northern party succeeded and that a sectional 
President had beenelected. But will the Senator 
deny that if a sectional party had not succeeded, 
and a sectional President had not been elected, 
| this trouble would not have come upon the coun- 

try? While I do not justify the course that has 

been pursued by the South, but utterly condemn 
| and repudiate it, | say that if a sectional policy 
had not been pursued on the part of the North, 
encouraged and participated in on the part of the 
leaders in the South, we need not have had the 
present troubles, which are so calamitous to the 
country. 

The Senator also said that the Democrats were 
indulging the delusion that if their party could 
succeed they might bring peace and prosperity 
| again to the country. Sir, I do indulge such a 
hope, and [thinkitisnotadelusion. I[tisahope 
| based upon the experience of the past. Iam not 
ashamed of that party. I believe the Senator him- 
self once did honor to that party by advocating its 
| principlesand fighting for its organization. I may 
be mistaken, but I think that was thecase. Iam 
not ashamed of the history of that party. It 
fought for the Constitution and the doctrines of 
the fathers. It resisted sectional organizations 
| and the triumph of sectional sentiments, and while 
that Democratic party was in power in this coun- 
| try we had no sectional troubles that could not 
} easily and speedily be adjusted. 
| The Senator referred to the few Democratic 


eee 


Senators in this body, and said that when they 
| spoke it was “‘like the voice of one crying in the 
| wilderness.”’ 1 thank the Senator for the illus- 
| tration, ‘That voice was the voice of John the 
|| Baptist, His voice was to prepare the way of the 
|| Lord in the wilderness, and to make straight a 
| highway in the desert. If it should be the for- 
tune of the few Democrats who are in this body 
and of the Democrats in the country to prepare a 
highway in which the*people may again walk in 
prosperity and union and in harmony, I shall re- 
Joice in such a result. 

The Senator also referred to the taking off the 
head of Charles 1, and he said that the Demo- 
crats might as well good-naturedly place their 
heads under the ax and let them fall. The Sen- 
ator did not do well to depart from his first figure. 





claim for the Democratic party that it did all | 


two sections, and have avoided this calamitous | 


that Mr. Buchanan’s Administration or the Dem- | 
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|| He ought to have st yd by hi " 3 
| John the Baptist, ous wan “nt Mustration, 
F ‘ IS VOICE In the wi 
| derness, lost his head, and why did not thee. 
ator adhere to that illustration? Wh: ete 
beheaded? Because John the Baptist denen 
incestin the palace of the king. Why shall Da 
ocrats lose their heads? Because they a at 
the evils of the times? Because they oe 
the corruption that is found in high places? - 
cause they denounce the departures from thee... 
stitution and the teachings of the fathers? Of } 
sin has the Democratic party been guilt the 
should lose its head? a it not stoo re 
Constitution? Has it not appealed to the 
to stand by the teachings of the fathers? 
not fought for the institutions of our county 
they are based upon the Constitution, the — 
that our fathers established forthem? Why ‘ag 
should we lose our heads? Ay, if it is tg = Z 
ify a king upon the petition of a dancing Ane 
his presence, let the co be taken if we eae 
sin; but if we have but fought for the rieht ro 
have but contended for the doctrines which nat 
brought such prosperity and greatness to our 
country, I think we shall not lose our heads 
The gentleman ridiculed and jeered at the , 


| 
| 
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by the 
people 
Has it 
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sibility of a Democratic triumph in the fenene. I 

am not going to discuss the possibility or impos- 
pos 


sibility of sucha result. I pray for it. The con- 
dition of the country cannot be worse than it ig 
now. If the Democrats succeed in securing an 
election, they can but fail in their efforts to re- 
| store the Union upon the basis of the Constity- 
tion. We can try, and it is certain thatany change 
is better than the preres condition of affairs. 
Liberty cannot be less secure, our institutions 
cannot be less permanent under some other Ad- 
ministration than under the present. 
| TheSenator, I thought rather unguardedly, said 
that this was the day he had long desired, the 
day he had long prayed for. I have heard that 
sentiment from pulpits, and seen it in the columns 
of fanatical newspapers, but I had not before heard 
it in the Senate of the United States, a body in 
which men are expected to express wel!l-matured 
and considered opinions. What does the Senator 
find in the present condition of his country at 
which he should rejoice? 





Is it in the fact that we 
are engaged in a war upon the most stupendous 
scale that the eye of man has ever witnessed? 
Is it the fact that we have called into the field 
above two million men from the North, and that, 
in proportion to their population, a larger force 
has been called into the field in the South? Is 
it in the fact that one tenth of thé people of the 
North have been called from the pursuits of in- 
dustry to the pursuits of war, from the business 
of producing to the business of consuming and 
destroying? Is it in the fact that instead of pro- 
ducing and adding to the wealth of the country 


| we are consuming and destroying it? Isit in the 
fact that of these two million two hundred thou- 
sand men that have been called into the field from 








the North during the past three years more per- 
haps than two pint and fifty thousand of them 
occupy the green graves along the border? Is it 
in the fact that in two hundred and fifty thousand 

homes there is mourning and sadness instead of 
joy and rejoicing? Isitin the fact that instead of the 
mothers and wives of the land being happy and 
rejoicing they are clothed in the weeds of mourn- 
ing? Is itin the fact that we see upon every side 
of us our returned brothers and friends, one with 
an arm gone, another with another limb gone, 
health destroyed, and happiness departed ‘rom 
them? Are thens the sources of gratification to 
the Senator and the party he represents: Is itp 
the fact that during the past three years and the 
year that is to come we se imposed upon y 
people of the United States adebt of $4,000,000,- 
000? The Seeretary’s report will not show 80 
much, but I think it is known to Senators that 
when this war is closed, if it be closed within the 
coming year, our national debt must be ngarly 
$4,000,000,000. What is the proportion o! a 
debt to the property of the country‘ I ures 

my eye this morning to the fact as stated in the 
late census: 


“The marshals of the United States were directed o> 
tain from the records of the States and Territories respe ss 
ively, an account of the value of real and personal estat " 
assessed for taxation. Instructions were given these —> 
to add the proper amount to the assessment, S° that = = 
turn should represent as well the true or intrinsic ¥* _ 
the inadequate sum generally auached to property ** 
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The result of this return by all the census 


nie yyers. ‘ > = x 
abi pare | be found in table No. 34, whereby it will appear 
a value of individual property in the States and ‘Ter- 
7 eds the sum of sixteen thousand million dol- 


nresenting an increase of one hundred and twenty- 


tat t 
ries exert 


lars re vaif per cent. inten years in value in the aggre- 
six and ai 


i an increase of sixty-eight per cent. per capita of 


ale, ali 99 


we free population. 

Then the value of she pereenel and real rop- 
erty of the people of the United States, North and 
South, is stated in the census to be $16,000,000,- 
000, and our debt at the end of another year will 
> €4,000,000,000, being one fourth the entire 
ad rty of the people of the United States, North 
od South; and there is to be added to this the 
enormous debt incurred by States, by counties, 
by cities, by towns, and by townships. What 
they will add to the burdens of the people of the 
United States I shall not undertake to estimate. 
Perhaps | might say one half of the general debt 
of the United States. Then, Sir, against the prop- 
erty of the people of the United States, North and 
South, of $16,000,000,000, we have an indebted- 
ness by the General Government, by the States, 
by the cities, by the counties, and townships, of 
¢4,000,000,000, more than one third of the prop- 
erty of the United States. Does the Senator con- 
template with pleasure, that upon the people of 
the United States there will be at the end of the 


coming year a burden of debt such as is not borne || 


in comparison to their property by any people 
upon earth ? . : i | 
| suppose the gratification of the Senator arises 
not from the effects of this calamitous war upon 
the people of his own race. He knows there is 
no happiness, No prosperity to come to them from 
that. He knows that there 1s but misery, death, 
destruction, embarrassment, debt, bankruptcy to 
the men, women, and children of his own race. 
But Isuppose he is gratified when he contemplates 
the effect upon the four million negroes in the 
South. Is the Senator rightsure that it is going 
to add to the happiness and prosperity of those 
people in the South? Is he sure that the four mil- 
lions who, at the commencement of this war, had 
masters to take care of them, if turned loose and 
made dependent upon their own efforts for their | 
subsistence and their prosperity, will be happier 
after that state of things than they were when they 
were taken care of by their masters in the South? 
lam not sure that it is going to be so. 
’ The Senator contemplates that they will be free, 
that they will go when and where they please; but 
when they come into the northern States among 
a people not accustomed to them, and commence 
to crowd the free white labor of the North, these 
untortunate people will come in contact with a 
northern prejudice that will be hard upon them 
and upon their prosperity. But, sir, with all the 
calamities and misfortunes that have befallen 
‘wenty-six million white people, the Senator is 
grated when he contemplates the happiness that 
_ possibly by chance come upon four million 
Negroes, 
_ Does the history of the last year and a half 
justly the Senator’s exultation and joy? Let 
him go along the Mississippi, and instead of find- 
ing the negroes there happy and industrious, he 
bomtanesbie without protection, and, as the re- 
hides ’ — provision and almost without 
co oe large number of.them prematurely 
see a from Kentucky {Mr. Davis} 
a iti me that at least two hundred thou- 
And yet wom ae already perishéu prematurely. 
oheeae . this state of facts before the Sena- 
eee : 8a good time for these unfortunate 
pr soe! o come! 
the ieee se among us? I can say to 
the white neo - oa will associate with 
equality. "Te " = this country upon terms of 
lated for: it we Y € preached; it may be legis- 
diferency to ve ere for; but there is that 
impossible er the two races that renders it 
they are amon ey are among us asa free people, 
, & Us as an inferior people. The | 
Delaware (Mr, Savtspury} most 
ssed it, that this difference between 
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chargeable upon our institutions; it is not charge- 
able upon the condition in which these people have 
been-kept for many generations past; it was the 
pleasure of God to mark that difference upon the 
races; a difference in intellect, in tastes, in all the 
qualities that enable a race to go upward and on- 


ward, which God himself has made and impressed 


upon them. 

1 will ask the Senator if he can refer to the ne- 
gro in any land, in any age,in which his condi- 
tion was better, in which his physical comforts 
were secured to a higher degree, in which his in- 
tellectual and moral elevation was promoted in a 


| higher degree, than in hf¥* connection with the 


white people of the United States since he was 
brought to America. What was his condition 
before he was brought here? Had he any rights 


then that were respected even by the rulers of 


his own race? He was brought here a slave, 
a barbarian, knowing no rights to himself, enjoy- 
ing no rights, ignorant of that religion which has 
been taught him in this country. He has been 
elevated, so far as he could be elevated, by his 
contact with the white man. I do not believe in this 


notion that the negro is going to elevate himself 


if the influence of the white man is removed from 
him. His tendency has been downward when 
notin contact with our superior race. Then,sir, 
I find nothing in the past history of this race, 
their history in Africa, their history in the islands 
near by our own coast, their history in the free 
States, their history in the southern States, to en- 
courage the sentiment that gratifies the Senator 
so much, that they are to be so much blessed and 
elevated by the change that is to be made in their 
condition, 

Mr. President, I will not vote for the resolution 
that is before the body. I do not intend to dis- 


cuss the merits or demerits of the proposition of 


general emancipation. That question has been 
sufficiently discussed, perhaps, by other Sena- 
tors. In the first place, I will not vote for the 
resolution because | think the times are not au- 
spicious. It is not a favorable time for us to lay 
our hand upon the work of the fathers. Our Con- 
stitution was made after the war of the Revolu- 
tion was closed, when peace had returned, when 
there was but little party prejudice and strife in 
the country—a time most favorable for laying the 
foundations of government. Our fathers were 
statesmen, taught in the scenes of the Revolu- 
tion. They laid the foundations of government; 
and, for myself, | am not willing to disturbthem 
in these times of excitement and strife. 

Ought not the people deliberately to consider 
any proposition for an amendment of the Con- 
stitution? Ought it not to be considered more 
deliberately than any ordinary measure of gov- 
ernment or of administration? Sir, what is our 
condition? We are in astateof war. The minds 
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ida, Georgia, Kentu Ky, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
ep rie . ' 

Missouri, iv nhessee, l ex is,and V irmiilta to con- 

sider amendments to the Constitution ? 


Is this to 
be their Constitution as well as ours? 


Is this to 
be a Constitution for Louisiana as well as In- 
diana, for Florida as well as New Hampshire? 
Then, sir, if it is to be their great law, to which 


| they will owe allegiance and render obedience, 


shall they notbe in acondition to consider so im- 
portant an amendment before it is proposed to 
them? 

Mr. HOWARD. Will the Senator from In- 
diana allow me to ask hima question on this par- 
ticular point? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Yes, sir. 

Mr. HOWARD. If those States to which he 
refers are not in a condition to participate in the 
amendment of the Constitution, as is contem- 
plated by this joint resolution, whose fault will it 
be? Cane partyin that attitude take advantage of 
his own fault, of his own wrong? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I will ask the Senator 
before | answer his question, whether it bea fault 
or no fault, can this Constitution be amended un- 


| less three fourths of the thirty-five States agree to 


it? 


| fault it was. 


| ate the act. 


Three fourths of the thirty-five States must 
agree-to it, and it is nota matter of so much im- 
portance when we come to the question Lam now 
discussing whose fault itis. I have said whose 
I have said that these States hadno 
just and sufficient cause for secession. lL repudi- 
lam against it, and from the first 
have condemned it. But L ask the Senator, is it 


| not to be their Constitution as well as ours, and 


must not this amendment be considered by them 
and acted upon by them, so as to secure three 
fourths of the thirty-five States, before it becomes 


, a part of the Constitution? 


Mr. HOWARD. I will answer the Senator. 
It is their duty to take itunto consideration when 
submitted tothem; butif,in violation of that.con 
stitutional duty, they have placed themselves in 
such an attitude that they will not participate in 


| it, itis their fault and not the fault of the other 


States. They have an opportunity to-day, the 
same opportunity possessed by other States, and 
may with just as much ease as other States par- 
ticipate in the amendment of the Constitution. 


Nothing but their own stubborn wills, nothing 


but their own rebellious spirits, nothing but their 


| open treason prevents them from doing so, 1f it 


can be said that those causes prevent them, whieh 
I deny. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. I shall now insist upon 
the Senator answering my question. The ques- 
tion which I asked him is, can this proposed 
amendment become a part of the Constitution of 


| the United States unless as much as three fourths 
| of the States agree to it? 


of the people are greatlyexcited. They come to | 


conclusions now not s0 much upon reflection and 
argument and reason as they do upon the pas- 
sions of the hour. lask Senators whethera time 


like this is favorable to consider amendments of | 


the organic law? 

Besides that, there are many of the States that 
are especially in no condition to consider amend- 
ments to the Constitution. Three fourths of the 
States must agree by their Legislatures or by con- 
ventions to this amendment before itshall become 
a part of the organic law. Let me ask the atten- 
tion of Senators to the condition of a few of the 
States that must assent to it before this measure 
can become a part of the Constitution. It may 


Mr. HOWARD. Of course, I suppose, there 
must be a concurrence of the constitutional nam- 
berofStates,which number would be three fourths 


| of the States of the Union, or, in the language of 


| would vote against it. 


the Constitution, in the Union. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Will the gentleman in- 
dulge me with a single suggestion on that points 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Certainly. 

Mr. COLLAMER. If those States were voting 
and were in favor of the amendment, they would 
vote for it and would be satisfied with it, if it 
were adopted, and if they were opposed’to it they 
Now, in counting the 


| thirty-five States so as to get three fourths to 


be that twenty-one States could deliberately con- || 


sider this question. It may be that California, 
Connecticut, Illinois, Indiana, lowa, Kansas, 
Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, 
Minnesota, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Isl- 
and, Vermont, Wisconsin, and Western Virginia 
may be in something of a condition to consider the 
proposed amendment of the Constituuion. Those 


| are twenty-one States, not two thirds, much less 


three fourths. I ask Senators, then, in what con- 


52° chargeable upon us; it is not || dition are Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware, Flor- 


agree to it, those States that have not voted at all 
are counted the same precisely as if they had 
voted against it, 


Mr. HENDERSON. Without reflecting upon 


| the proposition of the Senator, I should think he 


is right, if 1 understand him correctly. His propo- 
sition is that if twenty States vote in favor of the 


| proposed amendment and fifteen States fail to vote 


atall, the fifteen States shall be counted as voting 
against it, 

Mr. COLLAMER. If they did not vote at 
all, in counting up, as we must have three — 
ters of all the States, they are to be counted the 
same as if they voted against 1 
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Mr. HENDRICKS 


ator ih heve, doe 


Precisely so. 
snot question that three fourths 
of the States must vote affirmatively in favor of 
the amendment : 

Mr. COLLAMER I believe they will 

Mr. HENDRICKS. 
lieves they will It is possible they may 

Mr. WILLEY. With the leave of the Senator, 
as thatis an interesting point, I desire to know 
whether if they are not p repared to ie this yea 
they may not be next year? Will not the me 
come when they will be ina : to vote? If 
within ten years from this date, for instance, those 
States that are in the condition to which the Sen- 
ator alludes should, as | hone they will, e placed 
in a condition fairly and peac ably to express 
their opinion on the subject, would it not be com- 
petent for them to do so, and thereby adopt the 
itution? 


The Senator s iyshe be- 


propose d amendment of the Const 

Mi HENDRICKS. I cannot undertake to 
answer the Senator, because it 1s not a question 
that L have 


posed to the L vi ‘lures 


nsidered. ‘Theamendment is pro- 
of the States at the pre 
ent session of Co Tress It Ort 

There are sessions of the different Legislatures. 
| 


Someactupon itjand somedo not. [f,say, twenty 


3 before them all 


of them have adopted it, does it remain an open 
e other Legislatures for 
ten years following, or twenty or thirty years? | 
am not pre pared without further reflection to s ly 


that th —€ would remain open, as the Sen- 


question for action by th 


“ator suggests. 


But, sir, take the old State of Virginia, that con- 


THE CON 


‘The Sen- || 


i 


’ tion. Is this the ce 


tributed so much to the formation of the Consti- | 


tution as we now have it; the State that passed 
the resoluuon in her Legislature which ealled to- 
ge ther first five States, and those five States ap- 
sto meet them in conven- 
tion, and in pursuance of that appeala convention 
was held; Virginia, 


pe aled to the othe rotate 


that had so much to do with 
the deliberations of the body; Virginia, that has 
contributed so much to the construction of the 
Constitution by the expositions made by her great 
and Jearned men—shall Virginia have no fall and 
free voice in the amendment of this Constitution ? 
It may be said that Virginia is a State in the 
Union, and that she has her Legislature meeting 
Alexandria, Will Senators say that that Le- 
gislature in such sense represents the 
Virginia as that it ought to control that State in 
agreeing Cog an amendment of the Constitution ? 
Buttake Arkansas. That State is now claimed 
to be almost within the Union again. It is said 
Arkansas 1s taking steps under the President’s 
proclamation to come back again. She may elect 
a Legislature perhaps; buthow? Under the prop- 
osition of the President, that one tenth of the 
eople may clect a State government, may elect a 
r visiature, may make laws, and may agreetoan 
amendment of the Constitution. Will Senators 
say that thatis such an approval by the people 
of a State as ou; bt to be regarded as sufficient to 
adopt an ame ndme nt to the Constitution? Surely 
not, sir. Our fathers were very particular on this 
subject. ‘They required that two thirds of this 


people of 


| authority. 


body, and two thirds of the other House of Con- | 
{ desire if | intended to discuss it at length) that 


gress, should agree to the proposed amendment 
before it should go before the people, and then 
that three fourths of the States should agree to the 
amendment before it should become a part of the 
Constitution, contemplating the 
ation of the subject and the largest approval of 
the amendment before it should become a part 
of the organic law. Are we to say that this plan 
of the President shall be sufficient not only to 
make a new State government, but that it shall be 
sufficient to agree toachange of the Constitution; 
that one tenth of the poe ople ofa State, according 
to the presidential proclamation, may not only 
change their own constitution, but may agree to 
a change ofthe Constitution of the United States, 
when this Constitution contemplates that all the 
veople of the country should take part in the de- 
fiver ations upon that subject? 
Take Louisiana also, in which an effortis now 
being made to form a free State, If the people 
of Louisiana, acting through a convention prop- 
erly selected, a“ make that State a free State, 
I shall be very happy to hear it. {If the people 
of any State see fit to change their constitution so 
as to make their State free instead of slave, I shall 
be very glad of the result, Then itis p rope rly 
done. 
wlitutions come to that condition which would be 


But, Sir, | am not willing to see our ine | 


fullest consider- | 


i] 


upon us if one ade of the people ofa State could | 
covtrol not only the State constitution but the 


modification of the Constitution of the United 
states. 

Can there be in the States that I have men- 
tioned, or in any considerable number of them, 
that de liberation w hic hi ist a y Ww hen we pro- 


pose to change the organic law? Take the State 
of Kentucky, so ably represented in this body: is 
Kentucky inac ondition to -day to say whether 
she wants her Federal Constitution changed or 
no—Kentucky, that one week is invaded by rebel 


troops and the next week under the control of || 
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April ra 1: 


is by thy 
a suitable time to lay our hands uw; 


ont! { 


| mental law of the Gove roment, and to «| 5 


Federal troops—Kentucky, that can lay no claim | 


toa free elecuon? Take Maryland, that has no 
free election; 
was 1] 
[Mr. Sautspury] the other day, by provost mar- 
appointed the Sunday night before the elec- 
itionin which this country 
when we propose toc meyer our Fed- 
eral Constitution? I say not, and without 
reference to the merits of the tape amend- 
ment, [say we are not in a condition in any of 
the States, and especially in the States to which 
| have referred, because of the excitement caused 
by the condition of the country and the state of 
war, for a deliberate consideration of the ques- 
tions involved on the part of the people. 

One more suggestion, sir, and I have said all 
I am not satisfied 


} 
shals 


ought to be 


that I desire on this subject. 


or Delaware, that is controlled, as | 
istrated in the able —. of her Senator | 


that this proposed amendment is one that can be | 


made to the Constitution. The institution of 
slavery is a domestic institution. It exists, not 
by virtue of the Federal Constitution, not by vir- 
tue of any law passed pursuant to the C onstitu- 
tion of the United States, but it had its existence 
before the formation of the Federal compact, be- 
fore the ete of the Federal Constitu- 
tion. It was an institution of the colonies. I 
will not discuss wit th the honorable Senator from 
lowa [Mr. 
slavcholder has a good title to his property. It 
is enough to know that this institution existed 
before the Revolution in the colonies; that it con- 
tinued during the Revolution; that it came with 
the colonies into their state of independence and 
separate sovereignty ;and when the colonies came 
into the Federal compact they did not submit that 
institution, or their other domestic institutions, 
to the control of the Federal Government. The 
Federal Government has had nothing to do with 
the institution of slavery, except so far as by 
compromise It was protected and respected. It 


foundation-stones of that Gov: rom 
we had not better let these tines 


when peace shall come, as it was j ‘ as 
when our fathers considered the or; ‘in in . 

| tution, then consider the propose d ; 

| If the people of the United States s| all, shine w 
cide to abolish slave ry, and it is folind 0 : 1" 

| question that may be controlled by ory I 
of the States, | shall have no o! jection ee 
slavery . passes away I shall not be fou, d . ce u 
ting it. = 

[ suppose I have less personal knowledoo.¢ t 

institution of slave ry than almost any Si, . C 
this body. Lhave never spenta whole day : t 
in my life upon slave soil. My life hoo i.” t 
spent among the free people of thie State t 
ana. Ihave no attachments to the jj, ! 

‘but Ihave an attachment to the beni cs 
agreements of our fathers. ' 1 was tavehto<., 1) 
of my polities and morality to stand naa 
arreed to. ‘The moral que stion of slay, vet S ve 
never discussed before the a Ido} ; q 
tend to discuss it here, because y); ; } 
question of slavery the Fx saa Government | ( 
nothing todo. ‘That is a question for the o 

| eration of the States that regulate the jy). 

| the States that allow it, the States by wh 

thority it exists; and by no other authority dons 
it or can it exist. i sag 

| Althou@h I voted with my friend from Kk : 

| tucky [Mr. Powe xz] in favor of his three aye 

| ments, still if it had come to a final vou 


HlarLan] the question whether the | 


was a basis of representation in the other House; | 


itis a basis of taxation in a certain contingency; 
and a fugitive escaping from one State to another 
shall be returfed without respect to the law of 
the State into which he escapes. 

These are the connections of the Federal Gov- 
ernment with the institution of slavery, but no 
State in the formation of the Federal compact 
agreed to lay that institution or any other insti- 
tution of adomestic sort at the foot of Federal 
Iam not satisfied (although | have 
notexamined that subjectas maturely as | would 


this isan amendment which it is competent to 
make short of the agreement of all the States of 
the Union; and then thatamendment thus agreed 


to would have its force not because it was a part | 


of the Constitution, but because 
itself had agreed to abolish slavery. Wheneach 
State agrees to it, itis settled. All of our great 
men and jurists have held that this institution ex- 
ists by virtue of State law. ‘That State law may 
be the common law of the State, the usage of the 
State, or itmay be that system of statutes which 
recognizes and regulates the institution; and | 


each State for | 


take it that it is a very grave question whether 
three fourths of the States can take hold of an | 


institution in the remaining fourth, without the 
consent of those dissenting States, which those 
States never agreed in the original compact should 
be under the control in any way of the Federal 
Government, 


But, sir, my main objection to the adoption of | 


this measure now is that the people are not in a 
condition to consider proposed amendments to 
the Constitution, ‘This year we are to have the | 
excitement of a presidential contest, perhaps a 
very bitter ene. Men will take their sides ac- 
cording te party relations. Isubmitto Senators 
whether a time like this, when the mind of the 


from the amendment now before the §, 
whether we should submit those thre: 
tions, which If should like to see inthe € 
tion, | should, upon the final vote, hay 
‘Sno,’ for the reason that atthis time Ly : 
submit any proposed amendment to th: 

{ would agree asa Senator-to submitan 








| ment of the Constitution to the people fur ‘ | 
reason. If I could become satisfied t} : 
| posed amendment to the Constitution « 
|} an end to these hostilities, would resto 4 
| Union, and bring peace again to the cow 
| would vote for any amendment that we 
| ent with the right and honor. = IfSenat 
| satisfy me that the adoption of this amend , 
was right and within the power of three | " 
| of the States, and that it would pror 
justmentand settlement of the diffe : 
| the sections, | should vote for it, but for) 
| consideration. On the contrary, sir, | 
| that this amendmentif adopted wil! 
of final adjustment and the restorat 
| Union. What good can it do? Just the s : 
good precisely that the President’s prociai \\ 
| did. The President by his proclamation said, ’ 
| ** We have set your negroes free; we leave you! 
| inducement to come back to live under the | 
stitution as your fathers agreed to it; wi a 
hope; we give you an incentive to fight to despe- : 
ration.’? And now the Senate propose to say | ( 
| the people of the South, ** You cannotcome back m 
| upon the basis of the Constitution asit was; you dred 
| cannot come back and enjoy your mstitutions &s me 
| the »y were. If you do come back, we leav' 
your midst in many localities of the South am 
| jority of the population black; we wi Ke it 
| possible for you to reside there.’? Therelore tis U 
proposition says to the people of the South, "Fiz": pry 
| on; give up never; never hear a proposes T 
adjustment; but resist until you can resis! t! 
| longer;’’ and that is one objection | have bed S 
| this Administration. Ithas gone upon that pe’) the 
Instead of holding out those motives tat om 
narily influence men, this Ad: ninistrau 
said to the S@ith, ** We intend to subjugate ye Bired 
| and we will listen to no terms, we will eher 
terms.’’ Gentlemen can easily see the res s 
| such a course of policy. Now we are ng 
make it impossible that they shall come back a 
stand upon the Constitution as it was. we 
going now, if this proposition can ¢ arrys | tives, 
to the people of the South, ** We will & ke awe) ’ 
from you this property for which you « . te 
this struggle.’ - 
Again, | sa¥ this is in violation of the pi 
faith of the Senate. Did not the Senate, 10 be | 
| years ago,in July, 156], by their reseube’ depriy 
did not the other Houses: ry that this war wee With | 
for the purpose cf subjugaticn, net for Wie PP and M 


| 
| 
I 
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is war Wie 
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sturbing the institutions of any of the 


fal 
‘ til 


5 Y ye Union and the authority of the Con- 

Can it be pretended that this is a war 

. You must conquer the South before 

ave force there; and when you have 

ed the South, of what service Is it as a 

: easure? It is like the President’s procla- 
var met 


Can you send a procla- 


that respet t. 


smiply and solk ly for the purpose ol 


- advance of the troops? Can you send 
, a ment of the Constitution in advance of 
aes uid make an impression on the people 
. ay as > No,sir; you have gotlo overcome 
: ae e, and es tablish your amendment of the 
eon as you wouldestablish the other por- 
; - of the Constitution, It is a war measure 
“oe the war is over! And while the war is con- 
: soe itis a hinderance toan adjustment and the 


These, in afew words, are the objections that 
1} a to the measure before the Senate. 
My HENDERSON. Mr. President, I dislike 


at present to undertake to argue the 


a “on t jatis now before the body, for the sim- 
reason that Senators must be ured of its dis- 
28 on. Atone time I thought it might possi- 
Ly be necessary for me to say something in behalf 
‘the measure yinasmuch as I was perhaps one of 
the earliest Who introduced a proposition of this 
character; but now, at a period when Senators 
expect, and reasonably expect, that the discussion 
( tw close and the vote be taken, I dislike very 


1 ; it » obtrude any remarks upon the Senate; 
snd L should not do so but for the fact that L in 
esenton this floor one of the border States 


of the Us 


ion, and 1 deem it my duty to say some- 
thing in orderahat gendemen from the nou-slave- 
| r States, like my honorable friend from In- 


diana whohasjustspoken,[Mr. Henpricks,] may 


better understand the posiuon that we of the bor- 
der slaveholding States now occupy. 


| du not desire to get outside of the question be- 
fore the body; | desire to keep myself closely to 
itu eccupy as little of the time of the Senate 
as fay be necessary to enable me to state what 
I deem it proper to urge in favor of the passage 
of measure; and in order to save time and to 
keep myself within proper bounds, | have com- 
mitted to writing the mostof what I shallsay. 1 
know that this is a practice of which older Sen- 
rs do not approve, and perhaps | ought not to 
resort to it; but | do not feel that] have the right 
upon all occasions to inflict upon this body re- 
marks without thought. 
| have already intimated that the Union men in 
slavehholding States have pretty much made 
ir minds as to what course they intend to 
ie in regard to the institution of slavery. 
Whatever may have been their opinions at a pre- 
vious date, those opinions have undergone im- 
portantchanges, ‘This proposition is to mark an 
ii the history of our country if it shall be 
adopted, and | take occasion now to eXpress my 
siicere wish that it may become a part of the 
situuon of the United States. The State 
i] in part represent had in 1860 one hun- 
dred and fifteen thousand slaves, and it may be 


supposed that that State is deeply interested in 
‘ie proposition now pending before the Senate; 
OUl, Sir,Our vreat interest, as lovers ofthe Union, 
is i) the preservation and perpetuation of the 
Vaion; and what I shall say to-day will be chiefly 
“ireeted to northern men, 

This war has wrought a wonderful change in 
o. Opuions of Union men in the slaveholding 
are Heretofore a majority of the people of 

, North lave been opposed to interfering with 
aetitelion of slavery where itexisied, They 

; epi because they believed the South de- 
, 4 {0 retain the institution—and that seems to 
= ve opinion of my fitend from Indiana—and 


ee this desire lasted they properly held it 
- nen of faith to disturb it. So strong 
many ee that even after the commence- 
©: practical secession northern Representa- 
‘S,ant-slavery in their sentiments, with almost 
‘© unanimity in both branches*ef Congress 
ind presented for acceptance by the States 
cha Monat amendment, irrepealable in its 
1, et whereby the power of interference was 
d eee HP By + no State could be 
with its own ¢ ars? ege of s aveholding except 
and March ng onsent. In January, February, 

Arch, 1861, such an amendment to the or- 








| 
| 


ganic law.would have received the sanction of pet 
haps every non-slaveholding State in the Union 
The South would not accept it. 

The dnly great idea of an anti-slavery charac 
ter that triumphed, if anything anti-slavery w- 
umphed atall, in the canvass of 1860, was founded 
on the purpose to exclude slavery from the ‘Terra- 
tories, and this exclusion was only to last while 
they were Territories. It did notdeny the rightof 
the people, after their Territory had been admitted 
asa State, to adopt the institution ofslavery. The 
corruptions of Mr. Buchanan’s administration 
gave success to the Republiean party. 
position to slavery, even at the outbreak of the 
rebellion, had not become so radical as to deny 
that a slaveholding State might be republican in 
its form of government. It was admitted that a 
State mighteither institute or abolish slavery; that 
whatever might be the true boundary line between 
State rights and Federggauthority this subject 
was one of local control, and Congress could not 
legitimately interfere. ‘To whatextent this disin- 
clination to meddle with the ins'(ution yet per- 
vades the non-siaveholding States, J, of course 
do not know. It cannot be doubted by any ra- 
tional and reflecting mind thatour forefathers, in 


’ 


the adoption of the Consutution, whatever may 
ave been their individual opinions, determined 
to leave the subject of slavery with the several 
States. ‘They found itthen,as we have.ever found 
it since, a dangerous and impracticable ques- 
tion, 
mount. Union could not be secured except by 
remitting the whole subject to State authority, 


‘The importance of union was then para- 


Congress reltalning only the powell to enforce the 


} surrender of slaves escaping from one State to 


another. 
This view of the Constitution though not con- 
ceded to be correct by what hus been called the 


| abolition party, was accepted, however, by a large 


j 


majority of the people in the North. Remem- 
bering the compromises of the Constitution, they 
remembered their duty under them, and wished 
to comply with the bond. Whatever their indi- 
vidual convictions as to the immorality and im- 
policy of slavery, they have generally discarded 
the dogma that the obligations of moral law were 
superior to those of the munictpal law, or that the 
whisperings of conscience could excuse the viola- 
tion of the statute. I care not what may now be 
the prejudices against this institution of slavery 
or how ignoble this former obedience to law on 
the part of the northern people may appear ata 
time when our passions are aroused by the war 
that party ambition, in the name of slavery, is 
waging against us, the cooler judgment of the 
more peaceful future, whenever it comes, will 
again approve their conduct as esst nuially patri- 
ouc. Governments are not moral codes. ‘They 
cannot be such. * Each individual upon entering 
into society must agree to yield something of hys 
OWN Opinious to the opinions of others. If any 
one man’s opinions be the law, the Government 
is a,monarchiy; if the opwions of a few shall gov- 
ern, it is an aris locracy or oligarchy; if the Opla- 
ion of each is a law unto himself, it cannot be 
other than anarchy. 
ina Government republican in form, must con- 
trol. ‘That opinion, expressed according to the 
forms of law, must be the rule of action. Ele that 
yields to that expression and obeys the law, so 
long as it stands unrepealed, is not only the best 
citizen but the most effective promoter of public 
morals and also the best teacher of private virtue 
A simple adherence to this principle would 
have prevented the present rebellion; indeed, it 
must eventually drive out every heresy in gov- 
ernment To deny this 
proposition is to deny the virtue of self-govern- 
ment, 


Hienee the mass of opinion, 


and establish the right. 


If human slavery be wrong, human reason, 
under the operation of this principle, is left free 
to combat it, and slavery must die so soon as 
reason can obtain expression under the forms of 
law. It cannot die soon r, for the achievements 
of the sword, if against reason, last generally no 
longer than while the sword isdrawn. Whenit 
issheathed, reason takes the place of force. Ideas 
of private interest and considerations of public 
good, combined with convictions of religiousduty, 
unintimidated by fear, are left free again to shape 
governmental policy. 

The people of the non-slaveholding States gen- 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


The Op- |] 


_ 
1454 
the Republic, generally hoped for its ultimate ex 
tinction. They did not believe that the desole 
tions of war would ever be 


required to show its 


injustice, or that war should be waged {for its eXx- 


ierminatior They had found it within certain 


limits, and there they Jet it. Tt was local. and 
they who lived in its midst were left to its eni y- 
P J 


ment and held responsible for its ¢ Xistenes 


“ 


felt it to be their duty to leave it alone 
would aid us to rid ourselves of the blighting in- 
fluences when we might wish to remove it, but 
until then we must keep it, with all its good, if 
any it had, and allits evil. This, sir, wasright, 
and under similar circumstances their conduct 
should be the same as heretofore, But things 
have now materially changed. 

A few words only in reference to the causes and 
effects of that change. For three quarters of a 
century this feeling of comity, this reverence of 
the letter and spirit of the organic law, this aver 
powering desire to preserve the national unity, 
had, notwithstanding the existence of slavery, 
given us peace and prosperity, both puldie and 
private, unparalleled in the growth of nations 
The genius and industry of the North gave value 
to the great southern production in the discovery 


of the cottan-gin and the 


The 
TI 


Ce 


“ 


erection of improved 
machinery to convert this production mito URE ful 
fabries. *‘The northerners were early thrown upon 
their OWn exXerlions, and, taught to rely upon 
those exertuions, they became an ac live, industri 
ous, Inquiring, intelligent pre ople. The southern 
ers, | mean the more favored, enjoying a monvop- 
oly in the cotton culture, and finding that slave 
labor not only brought them large profit but that 
exemption fro{ toil which, however coveted by 
men, never fails to corrupt them, soon abandoned 
themselves to pleasure and the lighter accomplish 
ments of life. These frivolous accomplishments 
obtaincd in preference, because easily obtained, 
to the more solid acquirements, combined with 
this exemption from labor, soon created a feeling 
of superiority. They imagined themselves rich 
and powerful, and like all people under similar 
circumstances, they became first proud of them 
selves and then proud of their ancestry. They 
invested their Cavalier fathers with the same he 
roic Virtues and nobility of soul that Virgil inthe 
palmy days of Roman greatness ascribed to the 
founders of the imperial city. In both cases per 
haps much uureal greatness was thrust upon the 
dead thatthe pride of the living might be exalted 
The first difficulty that presented itself to the 
southern people was to satisfy themselves that 
slavery is morally right; and the second was to 
satisfy the people of the North that they could 
not legally interfere with it except in their own 
States, and further that the Constitution imposed 
on them the duty to protect the South in the en 
joyment of it. Tt was southern statesmen who in 
the earlier periods of our history bad most fiercely 
assailed the institution: ltwas Washington, Jef 
ferson, Madison, Marshall, Mason, Martin, Wil- 
linmson, and others in their own land who had 
stamped slavery with the most decided disappro- 
bation. Butachange was to be wrought in some 
way. These denunciations of the insutuuion were 
to be put aside and a new dispensation pro 
Through the influence of South Caro- 
lina and Georgia alone, slavery had secured a 
footing in the compromises of the Constitution, 
and upon these compromises the South relied for 
legal protection, 


claimed, 


‘To calm the conscience, reli- 
vious denominations ransacked the Scriptures, 
and finding the institution upheld under the Jewish 
theveracy, aud pot assailed by Christ and His 
aposties under the Christian dispensation, this 
was readily accepted as sufficient. ‘The Senator 
from Delaware thinks it sufficient even yet. As 
the production of cotton increased, the conviction 
of the morality of slavery increased in the same 
reuio. Its divine character was inculcated in re 
ligion, in politics, and iv morals. The justice 
of slavery, its economy, and harmony with re- 
publican institutions, were the first impressions 
stamped upon the youthful mind, The southern 
people are not the ouly people who are blind to 
truth because of the prejudices of early education 

To accomplish the other end, that is, to quiet 
northern men on the subject, to satisfy therm that 
they, -not being , 


responsible for its existence, 
could not legally interfere with it, and ought to 


erally were willing totrust the solution of slavery || protect the South in it» enjoyment, required much 


to perceful times 


They, like the foundera of i argument, 


But southern men attempted to fur- 
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nish it They had nothing elsetodo. While 
the slaves produced cotton their masters discussed 
VOLLLICS. 
bating society. Every man was a politician. 
Every court-house and cross-roads became an 
arena for political gladiators. The alpha and 
omega of every discussion was slavery, and every- 
body was on the same side. 
some believer in the doctrines of the past, hap- 
pened to express doubts of the sacredness of the 
institution, suddenly many voices were joined to 
greet him as Paul was greeted at Ephesus. While 
the northern people built manufactories, railroads, 
bridges, and canals, erected cities, opened farms, 


constructed ships, and founded institutions of | 


learning, the South was discussing the negro ques- 
tion. Asin all attempts to vindicate error, they 
fell into the most glaring contradictions, seen by 
everybody except themselves. They claimed to 
Le fiercely democratic. Holding one half of the 
population of their States in abject slavery, they 
clamored loudly for the largest liberty. The 


privilege of the writ of habeas corpus denied to | 


every man held by them in bondage, they insisted 
that republican government would be instantly 
lost if the writ were suspended for a moment in 
the case of a white man. Claiming that the in- 
stitution was local, deriving its vitality from 
the States, and that Congress could exercise no 
power over it at all, they yet insisted that Con- 


gress should plant it upon all the national do- | 
Adopting a false theory of State rights, 


main. 


The whole South was turned intoade- | 





South, very generally accepted the limited, or 
what has always been termed the strict, con- 
struction of the Constitution. From precisely 
the opposite considerations sprang the party of 
liberal or latitudinarian construction. It is plain 


| to see that the pro-slavery men of the South 


If some old fogy, i 


would naturally fall into the ranks of the former 
party, because the theory of strict construction 
furnished the best protection for the institution. 
If Congress could not attack it, it might, in their 
opinion, retreat from State to State, if attacked 


| by local authority, and thus gain time to fortify 


its defenses. For the opposite reason, again, the 
zealous anti-slavery men of the North joined the 
other party. In the latitude of construction, their 
assaults upon the institution might be made ef- 
fective; from State action they had no hope. 

As it has always been—and it is as much so 
now perhaps as ever—extreme men on either side 
gave tone to party aon. The more nioderate 
were controlled by them. They seemed to have 
no power of resistance. They drifted like floats 
upon the current. They knew what is right, 
but they had not the moral courage to pursue the 
right. In ashort time, party platforms became 


| a mere string of dogmas on the subject of slavery. 


originally designed for the protection of slavery, || 


which rendered the Constitution powerless on all 
other subjects, they yet found ‘authority within 


its grants of power to establish and perpetuate || 


slavery against the will of the local government. 
Looking only to the preservation of that one in- 
stitution, they adopted any and every theory that 
seemed available for the purpose. They advo- 


cated the Missouri Compromise, and afterwards | 


ostracized as abolitionists all who did not favor 


lar sovereignty, and so soon as it failed to bring 
a slave State into the Union, the doctrine was dis- 
carded, and he who did not at once repudiate it 
became unto them as the heathen and the publican. 

In the mean time the northern people, thor- 
oughly convinced of the immorality and inutility 
of slavery, began to take its denunciations into 
the pulpit and the school-room. At this point 
the divergence between the North andthe South 
commenced. Congregations of Christians who 
had formerly worshiped at the same altar met 
and quarreled and separated. ‘Then commenced 
this idea of two distinct civilizations, this notion 
thatthe two races, the one inhabiting the North, 
the other the South, were not the same; thatthey 


A foreigner seeing them would naturally suppose 
that we had no other interests in this country than 
slavery. 

Sut why isit that the extreme men in this case, 
as they have done in others, succeeded in control- 
ling their respective parties? lL ascribe it to the 
fact that extreme men generally start with an un- 
deniable truth. They boldly challenge refuta- 
tion of that truth. They seek controversy, and 
controversy gives them strength. ‘Truth needs 
but be repeated, and the assent of reason is finally 
given. The anti-slavery men asserted the propo- 
sition thatslavery is wrong; thatitis condemned in 
morals, and anti-republican in its very nature; that 
itis unjust to the slave and prejudicial to his mas- 


\| ter; that itis corrupting in its social relations, and 
its repeal. They opened the Territories to popu- | 


| country. 
y 


deeply injurious to the economical interests of the 
This proposition could not be denied. 


| To oppose it but established it the more firmly. 
|The history of the country itself brought new 


were different in origin, different in manners, dif- | 


ferent in pursuits, aud different in ideas of gov- 
ernment. Extreme men on both sides urged these 
reasons in favor of political separation and the 


establishment of separate governments. The one | 


extreme said the Union could not, must not sub- 
sist with slavery; with the other slavery was the 
sine qua non of Union. Politicians at once seized 
upon this state of feeling, and, instead of pouring 
oi! on the troubled waters, for selfish purposes 
they added to the agitation. They who became 
the representatives of the people seemed to look 
rather to the promotion of party interests than to 
the substantial welfare of the country. In other 
words, too many of our statesmen became dema- 
gogues. Falsehood was admitted and acted upon 
simply because the pioneers in reformation are sel- 
dom honored; they scarcely ever get to Congress. 

‘The country finally became divided into two 
great parties. The true cause of division, with 
a majority on each side,is to be found, nodoubt, 
in the construction given by them respectively to 


the Constitution, the one confining the powers of 


Congress to expressly delegated grants, leaving 


the States sovereign in all other respects; the | 
other finding in the instrament warrant for the | 


exercise of powers deemed necessary ‘for the 
common defense and general welfare’’ of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The southern people being an agricultural peo- 
ple, looking chiefly to a foreign market for the 
rale of their surplus productions, not engaged in 
the carrying trade, believing free trade to be bene- 
ficial to their interests, and not feeling the same 
necessily me the ‘neople of the North for im- 
proving the Takes, rivers, and harbors of ‘the 


| arguments to its support. 


| arguments of their opponents. 


The great disparity in 
the material development of the two sections as 
time passed on gradually strengthened the con- 
victions of anti-slavery men, and struck down the 
The earnest men 


of the anti-slavery party who stuck to the one 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Sl 


} 





Upon this truth sophistry built a th, 
errors. Threats of interference by nort} 
tremists helped to stimulate Sonthere as 
which the injustice of slavery wast : 
From this vantage-ground taken b® pro-slayory 
men of the South, and resolutely adhered to.” 
rege | put forward and developed ae. : 
ples of that new faith which asserted the a 
of slavery, taught the doctrine of State - sal 
acy, and enforced the heresy of nullificatio. 
secession. 

The northern Democracy never believed 
these heresies. They adopted the strict cone, 
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fication and 


| tion theory of the Government without ros ae 
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|| human good; indeed, they believe ita curse, ‘T 


ito bea sound principle of construction jn 
|| the protection of the institution, they 
|| not abandon the’principle. 


toslavery. If the application of what was: 


though: 
ured to 
yet wi j 
They did not be} ot 
slavery to be ordained of God or Productive of 
| acted with the southern Democracy for two ae 
sons: first, they condemned what they termed the 
fanatical heresies of the abolitionists, who thee 
| thought, in their pursuit of a moral wrineinle, 
| would rush to anarchy; and secondly, their re. 
| spect for the great constitutional truth to which I 
| have alluded dominated their moral convictions 
aguinst the institution. Hence, when » cession 
| came, the northern Democracy were found oy 
| the side of the Government. hey have give, 
| their blood and their treasure to the prosecutio, 


|| of war, intended for the restoration of the Unio; 
|| At this point it may be suggested that the dif. 


|| that it shall not be amendable in only one part 


idea of their faith, and demanded its recognition | 


in political platforms,as well as in religious creeds, 
though branded as zealots, abolitionists, disturb- 
ers of the public peace, yet stood upon the one 
truth, and challenged itsdenial. If this truth had 
been acknowledged and acted on by the other 
side we should have had no war. 
were obtaining the almost universal recognition 


| of this truth, however, inthe northern States, and 





its partial recognition in the South, the fiery con- 
flict through which they were passing unfortu- 
nately aroused the fiercest passions. Religion 


and politics brought their influences to inflame. 


Many of them became maddened as with frenzy, 
and struck atslavery without skill,as the wounded 
gladiator strikes at his adversary. 

The arguments used to satisfy others that sla- 
very is wrong had satisfied themselves ‘that no 
law, human or divine, standing in the way of its 
destruction, was obligatory on the citizen. The 
extremist of the South, too, was not without his 


truth—an equally undeniable truth—for the erec- || 


tion of his party. His truth was the one to which 
L have already alluded. It was that, however in- 
defensible slavery might be as an abstract propo- 


sition, the very bond of Union, the Constitution, || 
left it under the exclusive control of the States || 


interested; that Congress could notabolish it; and 
that every act of interference with it where it ex- 
isted was without authority. He claimed, and 
truthfully, too, that unless its existence had been 


| left free from congressional legislation no Union 


could have been formed. This became his con- 
trolling idea. It was his strong point, his fort- 
ress; and to it he retreated when the moral ques- 
tion was urged. He mitst have it inserted in 
every platform of principle. ‘Those of the South 
who looked forward to the final extinction of 
slavery soon lost courage to assert the truth which 
lay behind this, and were constantly driven to the 
assertion of political tenets that stood inthe way 
of such consummation. 


Vhile they || 


‘| a Government of the people. 


| rarefied and expanded by the heat of truth, are con- 


} 


| 


| culty of amending the Constitution added ge. 


y 
lt 


| riously, in my judgment, to our troubles, W) 
| was the power of amendment inserted at all? 
was to utilize the experience of the future, to « 
| rect error in the Government. The Senator froy 
| Indiana is ver 


much mistaken when he says 
| that the Constitution cannot be constitutionally 
| amended in reference to slavery. It is provided 
| Jar, and that is, ‘*that no State, without its con- 

sent, shall be deprived of its equal suffrage in the 
| Senate.’? Inno other respect is there now any 
limitation whatever upon the power of amend- 
ment. Up to 1808 there were two other clauses in 
| the Constitution that could not be amended, the 
| one in regard to the importation of Africans int 
| this country, and the other in regard to capitatio 
| or other direct taxes. The power to amend was 
a part of the contract; it was a part of the bond of 

each State when we entered into the Union; and 
| we have clearly and indisputably the power to 
/ amend it in reference to slavery. 

As I have said, the power to amend was in- 
| serted to enable us to utilize the experience of the 
| future and correct error. It was designed to! 
deliberate and matured convictions of public policy 
take a place in the organic law. It was to be tle 
| safety-valve of our institutions. Ours was to be 
Their opinions 
the motive-power. hen I speak of opinions | 
| mean the satisfied judgment, not the mere senti- 
| ment or passion of the hour. If these opinions, 


fined, explosion comes. It had become the setts “ 
| conviction of three fourths of the people that sia- 


; 4 
very is wrong. 


no 


That conviction could find 
place in legislation, because it would conflict with 
the Constitution. It could not find place in Me 
Constitution, because the ratification of tire 
fourths of the States could not be obtained. With 
thirty-five States in the Union it requires twen'y- 
seven to carry this amendment. Jt matters not 
what may be their population, one tenth or ont 
twentieth of the whole, the remaining eight my 
exclude it. This may be a wise provision, \'" 
have been led to doubt it, and hence my pre 
| sition as introduced originally was to remove 
part of this difficulty in future cases, to faci tale 
amendments to the Constitution. 1 am aware” 
the danger on the other side, but the recent xp 
rience of our own and that of the I 


ea 


timent until it gathers force to break away ''8 0" 
riers and desolate the country. d, it 
ters would leave their posts in our Govern” 
when public opinion condemns them, the chs’ 
| would be for the better. 


and to their better judgment I submit. 


tee, however, have disagreed to this proposi!'" 


But I was saying that the northern Democracy 
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; jw acting against those with whom they re- 
ee “ted “Why do they thus wage war upon 
a via whom ‘so recently they acted polit- 
eae it cannot be because the South is defend- 
“a y avery against actual aggression, for under 
’ “ Constitution they hada right to defend itif at- 
ed 
7 Ta before the institution was: attacked, and 
‘hat their only wrong consists In this? The South 


: -lares that the rebellion was inaugurated to pro- 
ey elavery against northern aggression, hen 


northern Democracy at the least must admit 
‘hat auch is the character and influence of the in- 
ieniigit that it drove the southern people into 
 nnecessary war before it was jeopardized by the 
sion of Government. ‘They must admit that the 
proundless fears of those whom they have defended 
in the enjoyment of slavery heretofore, not upon 


Pi 


principle : 
thought to be the hard conditions of the contract, 


{ 
have brought upon Us 


this strife. : td : 
let us examine the propriety of retaining it. 
The war is upon us. The Union is severed in 


Shall 1 be answered that the South made | 


's of eternal justice, but because it was 


the innumerable miseries of | 
If such be the character of slavery, | 


| not thank their old Democratic associates of the || 


repeat itself. New wars will come. The inno- 
cent will suffer again. Shall we then leave sla- 
very to fester ggain in the public vitals? Even 
its foolish fears have well-nigh ruined the na- 
tion. They have sent to untimely graves thou- 
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sands of men, yea, hundreds of thousands. They | 
have clothed the country in the weeds of mourn- | 


ing, and inflicted burdens under which far distant 
generations must toil and groan. If slavery has 
committed this great iniquity once, what guar- 


antee can it give of future forbearance and — 


It has none to give; and if it had a thousand guar- 
antees, it would not give one. The friends of 


| 


| 


slavery staked its exisience upon the result of this | 


rebellion. If rebellion fails, the most sanguine of 
those friends expect slavery to cease. They do 


| North for this clamor which demands ‘ the Union 


thename of slavery. The civilized world regards || 


slavery as the remote or proximate cause of the 
war. 
sje for it—whether the North or the South. Llook 
at things as they are, and ask what is now our 
duty? Nine tenths, perhaps, of the loyal men 
of the conntry conscientiously believe that sla- 
very is morally wrong and an evil in government. 
ifthey were to-day constructing a new Govern- 
ment, they would prohibit slavery. This 1 as- 
eume to bean admitted proposition. The rebels 
on the other hand assert its morality, and have 
established a government whose foundation-stone 


is slavery. In the interest of slavery they claimed | 
have done 

e.have de- | 
nied this assumed right, and the issue is involved | 


the right to sever the Union. The 
so, to the extent of their power. 


in the pending war. The rebels declare thatsla- 
very cannot longer exist under our Government; 


thatthe two things, slavery and the Federal Union, | 


have become incompatible. In this alleged belief 
was found the motive for secession, and in it to- 
day consists the strength of secession, 

But while so large a majority of our people be- 
lieve slavery to be wrong, perhaps but a small 
number, comparatively, believe that Congress 
possesses the power to abolish it. In other words, 


they confess that the moral law condemns it, but 


that the Constitution tolerates it. As an original 
proposition they think it should never have ex- 
sted, but being in existence when the Govern- 
ment was framed, they think our forefathers may 
have adopted the wisest policy in regard to it, if 
itsadoption had been followed by peace. 

The sum total of our present position is that a 
great wrong, in a moral and social point of view, 
was admitted into the organic law, under a sup- 
posed necessity for union. Those opposed to 
slavery were willing to bear its evils in consider- 


avon of the blessings to be derived from a union | 


ofthe States. If those evils had continued to be 
compensated by the blessings of peace, prosper- 


ily, and repose, which union would have given, | 


the same reasons that influenced the framers of 
‘he Government originally might now be urged 
in ts defense with some show of propriety. 


But the friends of slavery in its name have de- | 


‘royed our peace and given us war; they have 
‘aken away our prosperity and given us debtand 
‘axes; they have broken our repose and given us 
the calamities of a civil strife; in fine, they have 
rudely severed the bond that bound them to the 


Union, and now defiantly mock the faith that once 
gave them protection. 


lhe President, all will admit that if slavery be 
‘ponsible for our condition, there are but few | 


cirer 


— ‘mstances of mitigation te be urged in its fa- 


jee bloody hands and devilish visage it 
“enka mercy yet, but points to new fields of 
aa destruction. [ts friends have been 
mee At its wickedness. The predictions of 
the re a been verified as fully as were 
p> , >phecies of Elisha in regard to the future 
». es of the Persian minister. 

aa we all admit that slav@y is wrong, and 

8 friends have driven the country to unne- 


CPssq , 
mab 'y war. If they made war once, they may 
€ it again. 


conv) 7 
‘cuons. Therefore the restoration of sla sen 
| 


\8 : re . : . 
“Festoration of political strife. History wi 


“| discard the question of who is responsi- | 


We cannot remove anti-slavery | 


| asit was, the Constitution as itis.”’ 


They would 


nothaveeither. If so, why this rebellion? They | 


had them both before itcommenced. They might 
have had them to-day, but they cast them aside, 


making a constitution and aunion for themselves, | 


differing from the old only im that it builded on 
slavery. In support of their position they have 


peace on any terms that do not involve a dissolu- 


| tion of the Union. 


|| exception. 
| my northern Democratic friends: 


The following comment of the Richmond Whig 
on the recent speech of Mr, Voornegs, of In- 
diana, in the other House of Congress, | know 
to be the sentiments of the secessionists without 
I desire to read it for the benefit of 


“Vet Mr. VoorRnees, representing those who claim to 
be the * peace party’ of the North, the old Democracy, 
the peculiar frieuds of the South, warps us, with a de 


| lighttul simplicity, not to look forward to separation and 


independence. He commences by saying that a nation 
which once loses its liberty never regains it. He proves 
thatthe Yankees have lost their liberty,and then says that 
the next presidential clection will put an end to war and 
death, and bring a constitutional union of the States. He 
says that the Constitution is overthrown; that justice is 





It will not die sooner, for, slavery being a wrong, 
the moral sentiments are inconstant revolltagamst 
it. Ltis prejudicial to the public interests, and 
therefore considerations of public good condemn 
it. A majority of the people, whatever may be 
| the fact, believe itis responsible for the sutlerings 
of the present war, and the desire to punish it as 
the chief architect of ruin is natural enough. In 
| all its relations, it heretofore conflicted with our 
| ideas of justice. It now stands associated with 
barbarity and all uncharitableness. Therefore, 
| humanity and reason and instinct tell us to re- 
ject it. 
| It is sometimes said the Republican party is 
dead, and the Democracy can restore peace to the 
country by bringing back the old régime. Asan 
organization the Republican party may be dead, 
but the gfinciple of anti-slavery is notdead. A 
| deep conviction of the injustice and impolicy of 
slavery yetlives. Thatconviction is now stronger 
| than ever. It has been made so by the many 
crimes recently committed in the name of the in- 
| stitution. In my honest judgment, Mr. Presi- 
| dent, slavery and rebellion, by the action of par- 


|| ties, by the course of events which none of us can 


| staked their lives, nd never have they asked for |} now control, have become so closely and inti- 


mately allied thatthey must share the same fate. 
If the rebellion succeeds, slavery for many years 
may be a cherished institution in the South. If 
it fails, the rebels themselves will be found teo 
| honorable to ask its continuance. If my positions, 


|| then, be correct, the following propositions are 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1] 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


annihilated; thatthe guarantees of public liberty are dis- | 


regarded ; that the Government is ruined and bankrupt; 
its civil ageuts corrapt and wicked, and its military agents 
brutal and infamous. 


And he amiably invites the South | 


| to participate in these unequaled and unparalleled bless- | 


| ings. 


assuring Us that in the cooperation of the conservative men 
of the North we have a basis of perfect security for our 
rights and institutions. It would really seem to be time 
that these ‘conservative men’ had abandoned all such 
puerile delusions, and admitted the indisputable fact that 
the South is fighting tor independence of the Yankee 
Union, and that what they call our rights in the Union are 
precisely what we do not want. 


e . | 
He beckons us on to this delightful entertainment, | 


Itis time they understood 


that we have waged three years of bitter wartare, that we 


have fought a hundred battles, given up our sons and our 
brothers to the slaughter, aud submitted to the desolation 
of our homes, the devastation of our fields, and the bom 

bardment of our cities, not by any means that the end of 
all should be a vew alliance with the northern Democracy, 
a recurrence to the intrigues and corruptions of the old 
Union. It is time that they saw clearly that we wish 


| neither a repetition of the humiliating partisan alliances 


and conflicts of the past nor a participation in the Yankee 
slavery of the present. We have got happily rid of the one, 
and we are determined never to submit to the other.”’ 
That is the sentiment to-day of every secession- 
istintheSouth. Whether weshall conquer them 
or not is another question; we shall not, I fear, 
unless we unite. If they intended this war in de- 
fense of sacred rights violated by us,and no other 
redress was available, they are justified by the 
teachings of human liberty in this work of rev- 
olution, and the Democracy are recreant to every 
principle of their faith so long as they refuse them 
recognition. If the Democracy vote money and 
men to continue this war against rebellion, they 


either admit the war on our part to be just, or 


themselves to be hypocrites and knaves. If the 
South be right, every blow we give ‘is a blow 
against the right, and we are but burdening our- 
selves with debt to incur the contempt of poster- 
ity. Ifthe South be wrong, the wrong springs 
as they say from slavery. 
If slavery 


not safe under the Constitution? If not safe be- 
fore the war it cannot be safe hereafter. If mere 
apprehension of attack was sufficient in times of 
profound peace and prosperity to drive its friends 
to war upon their Government, the now quick- 
ened prejudices against it will render them still 
more restless and uneasy in case the Union with 
slavery be restored. If the moral conflict proved 
to be unceasing before the war, it will be truly 
irresistible hereafter if slavery remains. 
sition to slavery will die when slavery itself dies. 


Oppo- | 


| true: first, slavery, being detrimental to public 
and private interests, anti-republican in its tenden- 
| cles,and subversive of good government, should 


|} now be abolished; second, the Constitution as it 


| now stands confers upon Congress no power to 
| abolish it; and third, to attain the ends which are 
essential to the establishment and maintenance of 


|| peace, a change in the Constitution, the peacefui 


| and effective mode of governmental reform oa 
| provided by our ancestors for throwing off such 
evils as now afflict us and for utilizing the experi- 


|| ence of history as developed in national progress, 


should at once be made. 

Our ancestors acknowledged the truth when 
they proclaimed the inalienable right of liberty 
untoall men. That declaration gave them liberty: 
It fired the world and enlisted the sympathies of 
| civilization. So soon as they obtained it for them- 
| selves, however, the false counsels of expediency 
came to refuse itto others. When the test of 
practical government was to be applied, they were 
content to declare in the preamble of the Consti- 


| 





|| tution one of its objects to be ‘to secure the 


|| blessings of liberty’’ to themselves and their pos- 


; terity. 


i} 


| - . 
|} ment of strife. 


| 


They themselves give | 
| no other cause for their withdrawal. 
| be not antagonistic to our institutions, why wasit | 


i} 


|| the question. 


y- In the body of the instrument the liberty 
of the African is notsecured. His return te sla- 
| very isenjoined. In this contradiction is the ele- 
Truth and error cannot be recon- 
| ciled. Right and wrong cannot dwell together 
| in peace. This effort to reconcile antagonisms 
| was vain. [It first brought political convulsions; 
| it then brought war. In the kingdom of nature, 
| volcanic disturbances follow the umion of fire and 
| combustible material. From various causes the 
| disturbances may be unfelt for many years, but 
| eventually they return, and cease not tll the ma- 
| terial is consumed. This thing of slavery is a@ 
heresy. The fire of truth is upon nt, and the moval 
| world will be convulsed until itis consumed. The 
| strong desire for peace may induce some new con-+ 
| cession in its favor. This might smother the 
| flames for a few years. Such peace would not be 
| permanent. In process of time our cities would 
| again be biasted by its upheavings; our fields 
| again scorched by its burning lava. 
Mr. President, the country may not yet be pre- 
| pared forthe announcement, but | am free to say 
but two alternatives in this matter present them- 
selves to my mind. ‘There are but two sites to 
The one is Union without slavery; 
the other is the immediate and unconditional ac- 
| knowledgment of the southern confederacy. To 
| thisend must it come atlast. For the expression 
| of this sentiment I shall be called a fanatic. I 
cannot help it; itis my opinion, and it is my duty 


| to say it. If it be fanaticism, itis only that spe~ 


|| cies of fanaticism that springs from conviction. 


It results notfrom any sudden abhorrence of sla- 
| very, for I have been in its midst all my life. It 


whether in honor or shame, | am a slaveholder 
to-day. 


does not spring from hatred of slaveholders, for, 
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It may be said that the expression of such sen- 
trments tends to weaken the Union cause. Such 
ia not my opinion. If menecan be made disloyal 
by the overthrow of slavery let them take their 
position atonce. Lf they intend to defend the in- 
stitution in preference to the Union, letit be known. 
The alternative will come,and such men will yet 
carry reinforcements to the enemy before the war 
closes. The alternative cannot beavoided. We 
cannot save the institution if we would. We 
ought notif wecould. Therefore let the elements 
of Opposition at once combine so that the friends 
if the Union may determine upon the best course 
to secure peace. If those elements are too strong 
to be subdued except at the expense of our own 
liberties and the loss of every good for which the 
Government was established, the sooner we know 
the fact and act upon it the better. If northern 
men wish any longer to stand as sentinels and 
guards for this institution of slavery, and intend 
to oppose the Government unless it be protected, 
let us know it. If it become evident that the 
friends of slavery are strong enough in this coun- 
iry to resist all reasonable efforts to sabdue them, 
I shallact uponit. Lam notprepared to ruin the 
country in a vain effort to do what cannot be 
done. Shall this war goon forever? Is this com- 
mon ery of **the Inst man and the last dollar” 
poetry, patriotism, or braggadocio? Should the 
war go on until the public debt equals the entire 
wealth of the country? Should the whole capi- 
tal of the people be forced into Federal securities, 
and these securities made the basis of an irre- 
deemable papercirculation? Shouldit goon antl 
misery broods over the whole land; untilthe civil 
authorities shall become impotent, and all rights 
of person and property stand at the mercy of mil- 
itary power? 
of the Senate and House of Representatives shall 


owe their places here to the bayonet instead of 
the ballot-box; until they become as contempti- | 


ble as the Rump Parliament that so long enacted 


the bidding of military usurpation to the over- | 


throw of the English constitution, to be finally 
expelled from place by the power they had so 
basely served? Should it go on until corruption 
and fraud, the necessary concomitants of civil 
war, shall have crept into high places and put on 
the garb of patriotism; until officers become so 


numerous that official patronage may quarter one | 


half of the people upon the other half, and give 
them the means of perpetuating thetrown power? 
Should it continue until, exhausted, the nation 
would welcome the coming of a Cromwell ora 
Bonaparte; unul provost marshals with military 
police shall be stationed at every village in the 


northern States, displacing the civil authority, | 


issuing orders for governing people heretofore 


supposed to be able to govern themselves, teach- 


mg how God shall be worshiped, prescribing 
new and strange offenses, and punishing them by 
courts-martial? Should it continue until finan- 
cial ruin brings misery, and misery rushes into 
anarchy, when no hope but despotism is left? 
Mr. President, a few years more of civil war, 
and the outlines of this picture will be seen. It 
cannot be otherwise. 


It is the necessary result 
of a long civil strife. 


Peace parties will spring 


up; the war party will denounce them as traitors; | 
the publication of newspapers will be suppressed, | 
and freedom of speech denied; mobs will retaliate; | 
the blunders as well as the corruptions of the war | 


party will tend te strengthen the convictions of 
the peace party; the pertod being one of violence 
each party appeals to violence, the one to hold 


the other to obtain power; the ballot-box be- || 


comes a mockery, a cheat; instead of proclaim- 
ing the voice of a free people it speaks the sub- 
dued language of base subserviency or the bold 
tones of military despotism. 

Such is history. We are not exempt from the 


passions and frailties that wove this web of his- | 


tery for others. Party pride, blinded vanity, may 
think so. These havedriven many nations from 
the enjoyment of liberty to the profoundest depths 
of tyranny. To prevent this state of things we 
are all interested; one party not more than an- 
other, for when it comes, all parties will suffer 
alike. When the Roman legions had subdued 
Carthage, the enemies of Hannibal, who in party 
blindness bad compassed bis defeat, shared the 
same fate with his friends. Party revenge may 
be satisfied when political enemies come to grief, 


bat this is no compensation for a ruined country. | 


| very fanatics of the Yancey school. 
| came into it they changed its whole character as 
| thoroughly as the Goths and Vandals changed the 


| came too corrupt to live longer. 


Should it goon until the members | 








THE CONGRESSIONAL gLOB 


When anarchy comes we are overwhelmed alike. 
The Girondist and the Jacobin followed each 
other in rapid succession to the guillotine. The 
toyalistand the Republican, the Presbyterian and 
the Leveler suffered alike when party divisions 
sacrificed the blessings of the revolution, and es- 
tablished a despotism for England more loath- 
some than Charies had ever proposed. 

In this moment of danger let all parties aban- 


don the prejudices of the past, and resolve to follow | 
W hatever establishes jus- 


the dictates of right. 
tice tends to restore the Union. Whatever per- 
petuates wrong will continue to disturb our peace. 
Let us unite to restore the Union, and if that be 
impracticable, letus abandon the war. The Dem- 
ocratic party in its better days was strong. It 
was irresistible, because the principles it professed 
were right. 
was a party of progress. If our Government 
should ever again be restored to be permanent, the 
principles that gave existence originally to that 


party cannot be disregarded—I mean the princei- | 
ples of Jefferson and Jackson, and not those ac- | 


cursed heresies breughtinto it by renegade Whigs, 
apostatized Know-Nothings, and southern sla- 


When they 


face of southern Europe. Itwas they who brought 
feudalism into the party. ‘Then it lostits language, 
and soon fergot the rituals of its ancient worship. 
During the administration of Mr. Buchanan it be- 
Upon its dissolu- 
tion, those favored leaders who had fattened upon 
public plunder during the last daysof its success 


| knew their conduct had so far disgraced the party 


as to prevent its early regeneration, and, like all 
selfish and unprincipled men, they determined to 


look after their own supposed interests without 
If the Union were || 


regard to the public good. 
dissolved, and a new Government established af- 
ter years of bloodshed, their deeds, deserving eter- 
nal infamy, would necessarily become hallowed 


|| by the suecess of the revolution. Without rebel- | 


lion sustained by force of arms the acts of Floyd 
would have been without defenders. He who has 
violated the law has but to overthrow the law in 
order to avoid punishment. He that has become 
infamous has only to induce others to indorse the 
deeds that led to his infamy, and suddenly the 
stain is removed. 


The tendency of our Government now is to | 


centralize power, to destroy the powers of the 


States and make a nation supreme in all things. | 


‘This may do in war, but if tried in peace it will 
bring waragain. On this subject the Democratic 
party is right, and when it shall cease to be the 
advocate of African slavery its zeal in behalf of 


the liberty of the white man and the true prinei- || 


ples of Government will be properly appreciated. 


So long as it comes to minister with unclean hands || 


the people will not credit the sincerity of its de- 
votions. Condemning four million blacks to eter- 
nal servitude, in which the alphabet, the Bible, 


|| and the wages of labor are denied them, the De- 


mocracy will be without favor and shorn of all 
power for good. 

The plan now proposed to get rid of slavery 
should be without objection to that party. It 


surely is not unconstitutional to amend the Con- | 


stitution. If adopted by the requisite number of 


| States every good citizen must receive it as the 


law. The larger proportion of the Union men 
in the border States are for it. Those who are 
opposed to it will at once acquiesce because it Is 
law. ‘The Union men in the seceded States will 
be rejoiced, for it is only upon an anti-slavery 


State governments, 
those States years of political excitement and 
party feuds that would end in emancipation at 
last. 


ble force. 
stand it. 
Mr. President, the party in power should re- 


No party ought to be able to with- 


member the past. The responsibility of the pres- || 
Will they be able | 


ent occasion is momentous. 
to save the Union, and if so, will they save any- 


| thing else that is desirable? ‘These are plain ques- 


tions, and they ought to be diseussed in all can- 
dor. I have never doubted that the rebellion could 
be erushed if the proper course of policy were 
pursued. But [ have always havel 


K. 


| of the true religion. 


| just cause, when urged on by convictions 


it advocated the largest liberty. It | 


'| general current of experience should | 
| in this case. 


| but to secure that aid they must free them 
| I did not think the leaders would adopt j; 


|| wrong and wanted it removed; many were ind 


| armies into the seceded States. 








| lies. 


| bellion is confronting us yet. 


The freedom of the slave is ** the logic of | 
events,’ and no party can withstand its irresisti- | 





|| and his advisers thought that seventy-fv« 
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the southern leaders, who had so lone dastinnn, 
over the minority, left these Halls, th: ad ms 
pendulum would sweep too far to the i “e 1. 
Every wrong had been previously comumitied « 
the defense of slavery. It was but ae 
that thereafter some wrongs might be 

in the name of anti-slavery. Inthe days of cs 
XV the French people had been oppressed ome 
name of the Church. When oppression eH the 
thrown off, they not only sought and wershin. 
the ashes of Voltaire, but mocked the emi)... 


A 
FeaRONalle 


COMMiItted 
1 


emDiems 


I once before stated, and I now repeat the op), 
ion, that if the people of the seceded States wor 
all united as men are united when inspired bya 
of duty 
to self, to country, and to God, they could never 
be conquered. Histonyefurnishes no examplp 
such a thing, and [ saw nospecial reason why 1) 


} 
» 
f 


re 


& broken 
1 thought, however, they « ald 
conquered, because | did not believe 


, they were 
united. . 


The aid of the slaves micht gay, them 
» an { 
’ Many 
of the southern people thought that slavery wos 
ferent as to the fate of slavery but had a passi, . 
ate regard for the Union; while others attach: i 
to slavery loved the Union better than slavery, 
and would sacrifice it if demanded. No one 9 
them brought complaint of wrong against the 
Government itself. ‘The violent bad armed them. 
selves, and the peaceful had to submit. In the 


beginning it was only necessary for us to have 


| armed the Union men, slaveholdersand non-slayo- 


holders. To do so, it was necessary to mareh 
Lnste ad of do- 
ing so, we have undertaken to surround the r- 


bellion with along and attenuated line of tro 


5 


| which anactive foe has often cut and will as often 


cut again. The Union element, protected against 
violence, would have snatched their State organi- 
zations from rebel control and the Union would 
have been restored. ‘The armies of the loyal 
States might have returned home and left the 
loyal men in the seceded States to crush slavery 
and treason together. ‘This plan was notadopi 

Whether it ever will be or not [ cannot say. It 
would succeed even yet. For twelve mouths | 
once labored to get it adopted in Arkansas, and 


| nearly ruined my political hopes in doing so. ‘The 


success, however, of the movement will be my 


| vindication. 


Mr. President, we have expended two thou- 
sand millions of treasure; we daily expend three 
millions more. The daily destruction of property 
well-nigh equals the daily expenditure, thereby 
decreasing our means of payment in the san 
ratio in which the burdens of indebtedness are il- 
creased. The border States have been ravaged, 
desolated, and now their population is flying 
the wilderness Territories of the West to escape 
the curses of what we call American civilization. 
They seek peace, in order that when all else has 
been lost the future rewards of labor may be pre- 
served for the comfort and support of their fat- 
To the holy purpose of restoring the Union 
we havegiven a million of lives, and a ha\imillon 
brave soldiers now stand ready to add their bl vod 
to the sanguine lake that knows no filling. Re- 
. Is it weaker than 
it was? Public opinion says yes. ‘Take the 
newspaper press of our country and add up for 


| yourselves the reported desertions of rebel (roo) 
|| for the last two years, and it equals the erigus 
| militia strength of the South. The same author y 
platform that they hope for ascendency in the || 
It will save the people of | 


tells us that the rebel armies are in a state of sar 
vation, and in the same column reports bie “ 
struction of commissary stores on the oulskir 


| of rebeldom sufficient to subsist their armies '0f 


three months. We are told by the repor's 
chief engineers and major generals im commas 


that forts have been leveled by our artillery, hav 
a 
| become a mass of shapeless ruins and unavail 


able for defense. These forts, for six mont’ 
thereafter, have held in security confederate 5° 
risons, and ra frown defiance at our iron 
clad navies. af 

For three years the armies of the rebellion bare 
defied our power. In April, 1861, the Execuu™ 


» {hour 


ak Pe 
sand men could suppress the outbreak 1” thre 


that when i menths. In July, 1861, the Congress supposce 
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hundred thousand men would soon com- 


c work. Withanarmy of many hundreds 
sands now in the field, the same authorities 
ui at necessary to add seven hundred thou- | 
=) more to our present force. ; 
~ Whois the man that thinks the rebellion weaker 
chan it was one, two, or three years ago? 
whe to say we think it weaker. Indeed, it 


he so strong; but our actions give no 
eoay NOL . - - . . 
ye chat such is our opinion. If deceiving 


uit 


. » excusable, it is scarcely so to deceive 


oon. . 
in the mean time Congress keeps up the old 
a yising ways and means to cripple sla- 





ion against slavery would end the rebellion. 
A diseased and-morbid seygiment on the subject 
d abroad. Wold: 

dr which nodoubt remains that slavery 1s dead. 
Phis restlessness leads us Into many errors. Some 
{us measure the capacity of offieers in the field, 
; by successful strategy against the 


as spret 


not so mucn 


We act as though a presidential procla- | 


it something done, | 


onemy as by their activity in freeing slaves. In 


naverness to accomplish an ehd we lay a pre- 
dent whieh under change of circumstances may 

our own rights at the mercy of military 
wor, An illegal proclamation against slavery 
mes ike amantle of charity to cover a multi- 
mde offanits. It is as the waters of the Jordan, 
* out the taint of leprosy. He who is 
Loown to be anti-slavery may drive ten thousand 
oon to unavailing slaughter. The country la- 
the dead, but honors the hero. Why not? 
» lost Dyrachiam; Hannibal lost Zama; 
Nanoleon lost Leipsicand Waterloo. ‘The coun- 


‘THE CONGRI 


may bleed, but the heart of our hero is right. | 


He that is thought to be doubtful upon this all- 
absorbing question IS under constant Suspicion. 
Ten nor twenty successful battles can save him. 
The tale of an wiotagainst him isbelieved. We 
his patriotism, and 

“Trifles light as afr, 


Are, to the jealous, confirmations strong 
As prools ot holy writ.”’ 


suspect 


When pro-slavery men had power they urged 
in defense of slaveholding that the negro could 
it take care of himself; that he needed a guard- 
anto direct his steps. This argument was made 
) face of the fact that for two hundred years the 


negro had not only supported himself but his | 


master’sfamily. Anti-slavery men then insjsted 
that the shackles of slavery being removed the 
negro would secure his own competency. Noth- 
ing was asked but his freedom, that he might be- 
come thearuficer of his own fortune. That free- 
dom is now given to thousands at a period when 
the mereability to labor is riches. He who will 

rnow seldom needs the help of charity. But 
many ofouranti-slavery friends have forgotten the 
good sense of the past, and demand that a deple- 
ted Trensury shall furnish rations to the **poor con- 


trabands.”? General Banks adopted a system of 
ia 





by which the freedom of the negro might be | 


recognized, his wants supplied by his reasonable | 


lavorand the Treasury saved from a burden which 
would soon drive Mr. Chase to the desperation of 
M. Necker in the management of French finances. 
Suddenly General Banksis charged with apoStasy 
‘o the cause of freedom. Ifhe had fed the negroes 
‘rom the public commissariat he had not lost his 
reputation. ‘The laudable exertions of General 
Steele recently made to revive Union sentimentin 
Arkansas met with the charge of disloyalty until 
the resultof his conduct placed its wisdom beyond 
dispute, Party spirit is relentless, It has al- 
Ways been so. It cannotnow be exacting except 


“the expense of the country. Let this amend- | 


ment be adopted, and thereafter let the negro be 
‘reated asa freeman. | insist that the poor white 
man may be treated with the same consideration. 

Vhen the amendment has been adopted this 
“ctrine of State suicide and territorial reorgan- 
ation may be safely abandoned. The motive 
See legislation is to be found in the great 
vie oe I have alluded—to get rid of sla- 
ene “ ve | determination to abolish slavery in 
thithioceua ne the strongest reason for 
sheen i egally and without violence to other 
for di fendi it were a blessing I, for one, would be 
ort ing it to the last. Itisacurse, and not 

Ssing. ‘Therefore let it go. Some anti-sla- 


ton States once had it; the East now has it, 


Se | 


now. The difficulty is to territorialize the States 
That difficulty may be removed as the House of 
Commons in England once removed the ILous 
of Lords as a part of the Government—declare 
the thing done, and then act upon it. They say 
that the ordinances of secession are void, but in- 
vest them with sufficient validity to destroy the 
State. They claim that our Government is a 
Government ofthe people; that it is national, and 
nat Federal, each individual being responsible for 
his own treason, and yet the y hold the State in 
some way responsible for the acts of the conspir- 
ators. ‘They call the rebels traitors, and hold 


the loyal men as public enemics because of the | 


company they are forced to keep. ‘The argu- 


| ment admits that sluvery cannot be abolished by 


Congress in a State, but insists that it can be in 
a Territory. 
is destroyed. 
position. 


The trouble is over when the State 
Let us see the absurdity of this 

New Jersey, I see, is putting herselfin the way 
of the public good by confining corporate fran- 
chises to but few railroad companies within her 
limits. The Camden and Amboy road isa mo- 
nopoly. Whether Congress, under the power to 
regulate commerce between the States, can char- 
ter new road companies in a State may be ques- 
tioned, but the end may be easily accomplished 
in another way. If she obstinately persists in 
sin, let others build a road, and Congress will 
call it a military road, 
waysa military road. 
she may be territorialized. Why not? she is 
nothing but a disloyal State, anyhow. Who, 
then, will deny to Congress the power to charter 
a road over the public domain? 
now said. 


Mr. TEN EYCK. 


Once a military road, al- 


Such things are 


I desire to say none word 


‘that the declaration that New Jersey is **a dis- 


loyal State anyhow,’’ is founded in error and 
not in trath, 
Mr. HENDERSON, 


The gentleman will un- 


If New Jersey complains, || 
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prerogative, and colonized a large portion of Mex 
ico Ourselves, Wetook more territory, however, 
we could colonize, and like a practical peo 
ple we quarreled over the inking 
Stolen men into what [was about to eall a stolen 
wilderness, into which no ¢ 


thar 


privilege of 


ane man would have 
ever taken them, untel we lost eleven States by 
secession, four of them being of the original 
thirteen. This reminds me that we are quar- 
reling over reconstrueuon before the 


States are 
conquered, 


France finding this a faverable op 
portunity, comes again to attach sufficient real 
estate to satisfy a deht of $90,000,000. To this 
must be added the costs of suit. Mexico is, 
therefore, swallowed up, for it never was worth 
halfthe money. But mone y, we all know, never 
was a consideration with the American people; 
they alwaysactlroneprinciple. We cannot allow 
our Mexican cousins to be sold out in this way. 
We must expel the French and reinstate Juarez 
or SantaAnna. While we are doing this we shall 
not lose exceeding eight or ten more of our pres- 
ent States, and thatisasmal!l matter when weighed 
against our duty lo perarye iple. Among these errhit 
or ten States finding cause of complaint from a 
long and destructive war,we shall likely find New 
England. The war of 1812 drove her into the 
Hartford Convention. If two years of war fol- 
low ys the embargo and Non-intereourse ucts were 
suflicient to shake her loyalty, ten years of this 
new war to be waged for glory alone will drive 
her back to Elartford. Llow easy, then, to terri- 
torialize these six little States, send up a military 
rovernor from Arkansas or Louisiana, and, so 
soon as the people may be safely trusted, read- 
mit the ‘Territory as two States under a proposi- 


| tion which will be most cheerfully prepared by 


the Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Davis.}] If 
Kentucky, however, preferring to have Louisville, 
May sville, and Lexington treated as Paducah was 


|| recently treated, and her loyal men expelled 


derstand that Lam only quoting; my Janguage ts | 


not declaratory of the fact, but I am using it to 
pome an argument, 

Mr. TEN EYCK. It was hardly necessary 
for the purpose of the Senator’s argument thathe 
should either inferentially or in any other way 
slander the fair fame of a State which has acted 
during this rebellion as nobly as any other State 


in the Union, however much that other State may 


boast of its loyalty. 

Mr. HENDERSON. 
take back that word ‘*slander,’’ because really 
my intention was to declare that, in my opinion, 
New Jersey is an loyal State. He certainly does 
not understand whatlam about. I believe New 
Jersey is a loyal Stnte. LT cannot believe other- 
wise when she sends the Senator who has just 
taken his seat here to represent her, 

Mr. TEN EYCK. Of course I withdraw the 
observation that i made, on the disclaimer of the 
Senator, but | understood him distinetly to de- 
clare that New Jersey was a disloyal State. 

Mr. HENDERSON. ‘The Senator misappre- 
hended me. Let us see more of this absurdity. 
Sir, when slavery has been put.aside the West 
will take control of the Government. The cot- 


When 


| the time comes, why not pass such laws as will 


| for we can certainly whip the world. 


make our institutions and our Jabor systems har- 
monious? Repeal the tariff, and make war with 
England and France. There is no trouble inthis, 
Our news- 
paper press assures us it can be easilydone. Our 
politicians tell us that it will actas a stimulant tn 
putting down the rebellion. ‘The sooner then we 


| declare the war the better. 


ver . “ } 
¥ men have been so much accustomed to rely | 


UPON territorial e 
throw of Slavery 


We have to assert the Monroe doctrine, too. 
Our character as a nation depends upon it. In 
1823 Mr. Monroe said that the ‘*American con- 
tinents, by the free and independent position which 
they have assumed and maintained, are hence- 
forth not to be considered subjects for future col- 
onization by any European Power.”’ A Presi- 
dent of ours said this, and the American people 
must support their Presidents. ‘To prevent Franc 
from stealing ‘Texas, we stole it ourselves, and 
now France has a much better chance for stealing 
itthan ever. Texas is willing to be stolen, We 
knew in 1846 that same foreign Power would in- 
vade Mexico from the previous mysicrious move- 


I hope my friend will | 


xclusion for the ultimate over- |, ments of France in regard to Texas. To prevent | 
that they naturally resort to it || European colonization we asserted the American 1 to make the case stronger, will not contracts made 


rather than be defended by negroes, shall secede, 
the Senator from Delaware will scarcely fail to see 
the importance of such division, ; 

But, Mr. President, in all seriousness | do pro- 
test against this indirect way of accomplishing an 
object which in itself may be good. Ever since 
I have been in the Senate we have acted upon the 
idea thatthe States are allin the Union. We have 
carried this to such an extent that we refuse todo 
Lusiness without the presence of thirty-six Sen 
ators, a majority of ali if the Senate were full. 

Again, I insist that if the seceded States be out 
of the Union, the very proposition we are now 
cousidering may be proposed by two thirds of a 
bare majority%of the meinbers elected to the two 
Llouses of Congress, and may be ratified byé wh- 
teen States, which is barely a majority of the 
‘Thus the Constitution would be amended 
without consulting a State in the Union to be af 
fected by it or the citizen of any such State. If 
they are ony the 


1 } 
Whae, 


} Union and the slavery question 
shall be settled by canstitutional amendment, re 
ceiving the sanction of twenty-seven States, the 
question will be settled beyond all judictal caval 
‘The public mind will rest in’ the convietion that 


slavery is abolished. Toabolish it in any othes 


way must be attended with doubts of its leg ulity 
‘The Democratic party, numbering nearly half of 
the northern people, do not believe tn the valid- 
Wy of the President’s proclamation, The plan of 
territorializing the States would meet with no bet- 
ter fate. the seceded States out of 
the Union and take the sanction of three fourths 
of the remainder will be 
tonality. 

L am not prepared to say that the State govern- 
ments in the seceded States have ceased to exist, 
forsuch is not the fact. lt may not be correet to 
say they have ceased to be republican in form, 
simply because the State officers are not sworn 
to support the Constitution of the United States. 
That there are State governments, existing gov- 
ernments whose acts must lave validity now and 


fo consider 


attacked for uneonstitu- 


hereafter, admits cf no doubt in my mind. If 


the Umion should be restored, shall we declare all 
rights accrued during the rebellion in those States 
forfeited? Wiallthe Federal courts reje et the pro- 
bate of a will because it was proved and | ‘orded 
under a law enacted after secesst: ress 
toration? Will the laws of descent enacted by 
Legislatures rejecting allegiance to the Union be 
disregarded and the rights of inheritance lost? Gut 
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mand before 
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gislation be upheld by our courts? 
Sh king companies and railroad corpora- 
tions jose their franchises and take nonsuits in 


cases involving the 
acts of incorporation may have been passed by a 
Legislature assembled under the Richmond gov- 
ernment? Will notalllocal legislation passed by 
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: : . . } 
| rulers in the same manner as preseribed in our |} 


ir rights, simply because the | 


the law-making powers of the respective States in | 


rebellion be suffered to remain on their statute- 
books, and even be recognized by us, unless it 
should be found to contravene the Constitution of 
the United States? The same would be true, in- 
deed, if the States had never seceded. However 
loyal they might be, their legislation in conflict 
with the Federal Constitution would be void. 


In my view of the subject the act of secession 


is void. It is void only because it conflicts with 
the Constitution. Acts of a @ubsequent date are 
likewise void if subject to the same objection; 
if not unconstitutional they are valid. One un- 
constitutional act cannot destroy a rovernment for 
local purposes. Every act, I admit, passed by 
the State with a view to promote the interests of 
the southern confederacy, to compel the citizen 


to give it aid and support, is certainly invalid. || 


Butlam not 
prepared to say in such cases that rights of third 


We should give it no countenance. 


persons already acquired in the enforcement of | 


such legislation should be disregarded after the 
restoration of peace. So far as the legislative 


power of the State may have been exercised dur- || 


ing the rebellion for local purposes within the 


bounds of its limited sovereignty the Federal 
courts will have no jurisdiction to interfere with 
it. Congress cannot r peal it, because no such 
power is given in the Constitution. 5 
tive interference with such legislation would be 
simply usurpation, It is idle, then, to declare the 
State dead, for it notonly lives, but lives beyond 
our control. It is true that the Constitution di- 
rects that the officers of the State government shall 
be sworn to support that instrument. Itmay be 
urged that this provision was intended to add the 
obligations of an oath to the duties of the citizen, 
to insure official action in harmony with the Con- 
stitution; that the failure thus to be sworn 
should no more destroy the State government than 
the passage of an act of secession by a legislative 
body thathad beensworn. [neither case it would 
be but a violationof the Constitution. The latter 
of itself is much worse than the former, forin that 
case there is an act inflicting an injury; in the 


other case there might be a violation or disregard |} 


of the Constitution withoutinjury. For instance, 
the legislative body,though not sworn, may pass 
no act in conflict with the supreme law. Their 


duty as citizens may be sufficient to constrain || 


compliance with the law. Suppose the next ad- 
ministration of State officers in New York should 
neglect to take this oath, but proceed in the dis- 
charge of theirduties, the Legislature enacting no 
law in conflict with the Constitution; would 
that constitute a reason for interference by the 
Federal authorities with legislation purely of a 
local character? 

But it is argued that the United States shall 
guaranty to every State in this Union a repub- 
lican form ofgovernment. Thatis true; but I hope 
this war may not be justified under this provision. 


The definition of this provision may be that the | 


State government shall be one in which, in form 


at least, the power shall be lodged in the people; | 


a government not monarchical nor aristocratic, but 


a democracy either pure or representative in char- || 
If there are two governments in a State, || 
Congress may recognize either as the true gov- | 


acter. 


ernment. Both might be republican in form, and 
the interference would not be to change the one 


or the other, but could only arise under other pro- | 


visions of the Constitution, If one were repub- 


lican in form,and the other were not, the former | 


should be recognized. 

If the form of government in the seceded States 
were republican before secession, it is so yet. 
Their constitutions, [ believe, are generally un- 
changed, even under the usurpation. If there be 
any change it is to be found in the ordinances of 
secession, which, being void, could work novalid 
change. It is true that the revolutionists, for the 
time being, have silenced the loyal sentiment, and 


Any execu- | 


i} 
i} 
1] 


| 





| ject? 


Government 


When rebellion shall have been suppressed in | 


the respective States, the constitutions and laws 
stand ready made for the loyal element to act. 
They cag elect the members of Congress who 
will come to Washington instead of going to Rich- 
mond. The members of their General Assem- 
blies will elect Senators who will come and take 
their seats in this Hall. ‘he whole machinery 
of government will go on as before. The Fed- 
eral Government will protect the loyal element, 
and punish the disturbers of the public peace by 
taking from them political power. 

On the seore of expediency I cannot butaccept 
the wisdom of this policy. There is a natural 
pride of State which we all entertain, exhibitions 
of which we daily see in Congress and elsewhere. 
To retain the old State lines and the State govern- 
ments as far as possible will naturally stimulate 
that pride. The opposite course would neces- 
sarily wound it. Again, the power of the Fed- 
eral Government has been excluded from the se- 
ceded States for three years. During that time 
some sort of government was a necessity, and 
creat changes have taken place in property rights. 


| Many men who are now sincerely forthe Union, 


if any doubts existed as to the stability of those 
rights, would hesitate long before taking action. 


| To return to the Union would unsettle rather than 


confirm rights. It might produce anarchy where 
there is now some order at least. To accept the 
present condition of things, as far as can be done 
without jeopardizing future peace, to disturb as 
little as possible the status brought about even 
in the absence of Federal authority, will, in my 


| judgment, smooth the road to restoration. 


3ut Lam at once answered that by this plan 
rebels may take part in theelections and vote the 
State out again. Lanswer, by no means, if Con- 
gress will do its duty. The question of citizen- 
ship of the United States is a question in the 
discretion of Congress. The power of naturaliza- 
tion isin ourhands. If one is not a citizen, the 
terms of his citizenship may be prescribed by 
Congress. The rebels were citizens of the United 
States. ‘The question is, can Congress, in the 
proper exercise of its powers, take away that cit- 
izenship; in other words, ‘‘denationalize’’ the sub- 
Vhatever doubts may have formerly ex- 
isted in regard to the right of ‘*expatriation,”’ 


| jurists everywhere now concede the right with 








i 
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j 
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transferred the allegiance of the seceded States to | 


the rebel government at Richmond. Even that 
overnment, whatever may be its ultimate designs, 
re modeled after onr own 


i 


| power. ) 
| citizen, coupled with the consent of the sovereign, 
|| is sufficient, whether he remain in the country or 


the consent of the sovereign. The American doc- 
trine always conceded the right. If,then, by ex- 
patriation, the sovereign and the subject both 
conseming, the rights of citizenship may be re- 
linquished, why with the same consent can he 
not be **denationalized?’’ In the one case he 
leaves che country, in the other he remains in it. 
In both cases he elects to withdraw his allegiance 
from the United States and transfers it to another 
‘That expressed wish on the part of the 


leave it, and by similar reasoning it will not mat- 
ter whether he elects to transfer his allegiance to 
agovernment de jure or de facto. 

Many of the States, perhaps all of them, have 
on their statute-books laws which practically 
‘* denationalize’’ the citizen, so far as concerns 
his rights under those States. These are gen- 
erally laws punishing felony, which the citizen 
voluntarily commits. Congress has passed sim- 
ilarlaws. Our statute of treason disqualifies from 
holding office. 

Now, it is a fact known to us all that at the 
outbreak of the rebellion the constitution of each 
seceded State required that the voter should not 
only be a citizen of the State, but alse of the Uni- 
ted States. If this provision has been changed 
by ordinances of secession, or by subsequent at- 
tempts to amend the constitution, it amounts to 


| nothing, for such acts in aid of the rebellion, I 


have already said, are void. Then the State re- 
mains there. ‘This thing we call the State I ap- 
prehend does not consistof votersalone. It may 
be viewed in a civil as well as a political sense. 
The women and children of Massachusetts are 
a part of the State, though they are not voters, 
Massachusetts may further restrict the elective 
franchise, attaching a property qualification, and 


, those excluded would be a part of the State, en- 
| titled to representation in Congress, but without 
The people elect their || political influence. 





| given that consent. 


| ize,’’ and hence those conflicts at the 











Now, cannot Congress under these sie 
legally and constitutionally remove all diffi ' 
in the way of reconstruction? A nection of at 
people of the South have thrown off their ¢ 
ance. They have elected to withdraw their, 
as citizens under the United States. 
we notconsentto that forfeiture? 
will have no right to complain. 
choice. 
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the 
llegi. 
ele righ: 
7 Why 
They Cerlainiy 
rig It is their o 
It will be observed that we have 
We have not undert 
separate the traitor from the loyal mar 
President from mere necessity has un 
it, but he certainly has no power to ‘ 


Wn 
NOt yey 
aken to 
h. The 
dertaken 
* denationg). 


al t Polls between 
the citizens and the military. Those conflicts 


will go on until Congress shall separate the 


: “ : : try 
citizens from the inhabitants, the mere deniene 
or denationalized tra » He who has volun 


rily taken up arms against the Federal Goyp 
ment, and persists in withholding his allegian 
asserting that it-is legally transferred to ano; 
power, should not exercise the right of yoii 
He should be stripped of the privileges of citizen, 
ship under our Government. This is but jug: 
and the rebel himself will so recognize \..° He 
ought to be denationalized, and so remain uyiil 
Congress shall see fit to enfranchise him, in other 
wordstonaturalize him. Itisthe supremest fully 
to assert the right to put down rebellion in a State 
whatever be the numbers engaged in it, if we allow 
the traitors to usurp the civil government. 

If these positions be correct, why cannot Con. 
gress apply the needed remedy? If we can cop. 
sent to this forfeiture of citizenship on the part of 
the rebels, we can adopt the measures necessary 
to ascertain who they are. Then why not pass 
a registration law requiring all persons in the se- 
ceded States within a given period (the time may 
be different, as circumstances demand, in the re. 
spective States) to come forward and file with 
commissioners an oath of allegiance or loyalty to 
the United States? Those who do so, and who 
are voters under the State constitutions as they 
existed when secession took place, are the polil- 
ical power of the State. They who refuse may 
be **denationalized.’? They lose their citizenship 
at their own instance. They have asked to with- 
draw their allegiance. ‘Fhe Government consents, 
The State constitution under which they live re- 

uires that they shall be citizens of the United 

tates before exercising the elective franchise, 
They therefore cease to be voters. The adop- 
tion of this simple rule Would have saved all elec- 
tion trouble in Maryland, Missouri, and Kea- 
tucky. It will save much blood in the future. 
The satisfactory settlement of the coming presi- 
dential election may depend upon this acuon of 
Congress. 

But at this point it will be objected that these 
rebel States in this manner will get back into the 
Union with full political power in Congress and 
in the selection of a PreSident. Itisalready urged 
that this plan of reconstruction is anti-republical, 


Th. 
ce, 
her 
ng. 


| that it enables the few in the State to control the 


many. Has not this always been the case in the 
States? New York hasa population of near four 
millions, We say suffrage there is unrestricted, 
How many voters are there? A little over half 
a million. Missouri hasa population of one mir 
lion one hundred ecannihe Its voting popula 
tion has never exceeded one hundred and sixty- 
five thousand. Of the others some are cilizens, 
some are not. New York may adopt a properly 
qualification which will disfranchise hall o! her 
yresent voters. Somay Massachusetts. So may 
hode Island. Can Congress object? Their 4 
ing so would not lessen their political power here 
Representation is not based on the voting popu® 
tion, not on political strength, buton the strenga 
of the society, ‘on their respective numbers 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole 
number of free persons, including those bound® 
service for a term of years, and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three fifths of all other persons. 
What matters it to us if the voting strengt 
great or small? The numbers are there. — ” 
can tax those numbers. Wecan make them deaf 
arms in defense of the country. They are &” »~ 
ment of strength in every other respect except ; 
the use of political power. In that they has 
been an element of weakness tous. This — 
being legally taken away, the State remains — 
full vigor, retaining its political influence |" 


Federal Government, as Massachuse(ts would 
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: tain aes after limiting the political power to one || 
ot har present voting population, i} 


Oat | have not time nor inclination to pursue | 
3u 


ct further. 1 have perhaps said enough. | 
dment be adopted, and letslavery agi- 
|| its errors and its consequent curses 
the country, cease. ‘That agitation has brought 
og us untold miseries, It has given us a war | 
OF ch we cannot bear to have repeated. It may 
Saat the money to be expended by us must | 
aqual the amount wrung from the sinews of the 
cea may be that the anguish and tears of this 
yst equal the anguish and tears of the Af- | 
‘is long captivity. If the measure of our | 
iquity was full, let us hope the measure of our 
uo tion is also full. Let the iniquity be cast 
= ” The cup of misery may be at once with- 


this subje 
Letthisamen 
talon, W ith a 


eq 


gave; 
war m 
rican in | 


om 
a jt can be no worse. I confess I see no 
probability of restoring the Union with the insti- 
f ove 


avery remaining. I wish the Union 
restored, but I confess also I do not desire the 
serpetuation of slavery. I will not be intimidated 
e the fears of negro equality, The negro may 
possess mental qualities entitling him toa position 
beyond our present belief, Ifso, I shall put no 
obstacle in the way of his elevation. There is 
nothing in me that despises merit or envies its 
rewards. Whether he shall be a citizen of any 
one of the States is a question for that State to 
determine. If New York or Massachusetts or 
Louisiana shall confer on him the elective fran- 
chise, it is a matter of policy with which I have | 
nothing to do. The qualification of voters for | 
members of Congress is a question under the ex- 
clusive control of the respective States. What- 
ever qualifications are prescribed by the States 
for electors of the lower branch of the State Legis- 
latures, the same are constitutionally prescribed 
for electors of members of Congress. Senators 
are chosen by the State Legislatures, and the 
people of each State determine the qualifications 
of yoters for both branches of the Legislature. 
The manner of choosing presidential electors is 
left to the Legislatures of the States. Soin pass- 
ing this amendment we do not confer upon the 
negro the right to vote. We give him no rightex- 
cept his freedom, and leave the rest to the States. 

| will not be deterred from doing an act of sim- 
ple justice from fear of the consequences. It is 
impossible that greatevil should spring from such 
acts of justice. We may not be able now to solve 
the many problems that universal emancipation 
may present. No more can we solve the very 
dificult one presented by slavery in this war. 
The evils of amalgamation and consequent dete- 
rivrauion of race are often presented as insuper- 
able objections to the proposed amendment. Such 
evils may be great, but unless it be certain that 
the freedom of the slave will increase these evils, 
no such objection can be well sustained; but if 
that fact were certain, it must yet be settled that 
these evils will be greater than Rote of this cause- 
less and bloody rebellion. When the miscegen 
race shall bring civil war of three years duration 
upon the country, | for one shall be willing to 
prohibit amalgamation by law or constitutional 
amendment. Until then I shall disregard any such 
objections, 

Hoping, Mr. President, that this measure may, | 
in the providence of God, bring about the aie 
reunion of a dissevered and bleeding country; 
that it may lay the foundations of a lasting peace, 
upon which national freedom may be built in na- 
oval strength; and that it may prove to be the 
era in our history from which to date the begin- | 
ng of a**more perfect Union’’—a Union ce- 
mented in the affections of the people—lI leave it 
with Congress and the States. 

Mr. WILSON. It is nearly four o’clock, and 


— it desirable to have an executive session 
O-nizht 
ght, 


itt SUMNER. Before my colleague moves 
wat the Senate go into executive session, I should 


tution of sl 
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| be lost. I feel, for one, after all that has occurred 





at say aword. It will be remembered by 
at that I have made more than one prop- 
the tabl oe on this subject, which are now on 
te ak eof the Senate. 1 had no purpose at first 
. si ae part in the debate more than simply 
ae a the amendments of which I have already 
pin notice; but as the debate has gone on, its 

rest has increased, and I confess a desire to be | 


wie upon it before it closes. 1 would rather 





coll 0 on this afternoon, and,as I understand my | 
‘eague las business which he wishes to call | 


up in executive session, | content myself with ex- | 
pressing my personal desire to go on to-morrow | 
at one o’clock. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. Under ordinary circum- 
stances I should not object to the honorable Sen- | 
ator having another day in which to take part in | 
this discussion; but we all know that on the fruit- | 
ful topic which has been discussed upon this joint | 
resolution, it is very easy for a gentleman who | 
has a speech that he desires to deliver to deliver | 
iton some other occasion. The occasion will not 


in the Senate on this subject and the part taken 
by the friends of this measure—and in that I be- 
lieve my honorable friend from Massachusetts 
joined—that itis wiser for us to close this matter | 
to-night. 

Mr. WILSON. I move that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Before that motion is put, 
I wish to say that individually | should certainly | 
be very glad to accommodate the Senator from | 
Massachusetts personally, but I shall be governed 
by the vote of the Senate. In the position which | 
I occupy, having pressed this matter on the Sen- 


| 











| ate, | cannot myself vote to lay it over in this 


way from day today. If, however, the Senate 
think proper to do so, | must acquiesce in it. 
Mr. SUMNER. There is nothing to prevent 
a vote to-morrow, so far as I can see. 
Mr. TRUMBULL. ‘There is nothing so far 


as the Senator from Massachusetts knows. There 


| was nothing to prevent a vote the day before 


yesterday so far as | knew. There was nothing 
yesterday to prevent our getting a vote that I | 


| knew of; but still, when the evening came, some 


one desired to.speak. I was not aware the day 
before yesterday that the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts desired to speak, and it seems he did not | 
then. 

Mr. SUMNER. I did not. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Probably his speech may. | 
draw out others to-morrow; Ido not know. I 
have no personal feeling about the matter. If 
the Senate think proper to suffer the resolution | 
to go over, very well. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. Will the Senator from 
Massachusetts, who makes this motion, allow 
me to offer a resolution which I shall desire to 
call up to-morrow morning? Ido not wish to 
say a word on it now, but to offer it and give 
notice that I will call it up in the morning for 
consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It requires 
unanimous consent to receive a resolution now. 

Mr. WILSON. I understand objection is made 
to taking up anything else unul we settle the 
point of going into executive session, and then 
it will be easy enough for the Senator to offer his 
resolution. 

The question being put on Mr. Witson’s mo- 
tion, there were, on a division—ayes 16, noes 13; 
no quorum voting. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE and Mr. FESSENDEN 
called for the yeas and nays; and they were or- 
dered, 

Mr. HOWARD. I hope we shall extend to 
the Senator from Massachusetts the usual court- 
esy of availing himself of this occasion to express 
his views on this most important measure. I 
confess I do not see any necessity for pressing | 
this matter so warmly through the Senate. It 
will certainly pass, I have no doubt,and for one, | 
| confess, | am anxious to hear all that can be said 
and all that gentlemen desire to say on this most | 
important subject. 1 hope the utmost liberty of | 
debate will therefore be granted. I know very | 
well that the Senator from Massachusetts has 
had many important engagements on his bands 
during the last few days, and it is probable that, 
like many’ of the rest of us, he has not had time | 
thus far sufficiently to prepare himself to ad- 
dress the Senate on this subject. I hope the Sen- 
ate will extend him this courtesy. 

Mr. SHERMAN, I should. like simply to 
understand from the Senator from Massachusetts 
whether he is prepared to go on now. 

Mr. SUMNER. Ido notlike to throw myself 
on the Senate; but I should not have made the | 
suggestion if, upon the whole, I kad felt that it 
would be convenient for me to go on to-night. 

Mr. SHERMAN. [ think that if the Senator | 
desires to speak generally on the proposition, he 
will have en opportunity at some convenient time | 
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undoubtedly to speak on this or a kindred meas- 
ure when he can discuss the general subject. It 
is very important, as the Senator from Maine 
properly said the other day, that certain bills now 
pending should be acted on. If we postpone this 
subject, it willcome up again to-morrow, and per- 
haps not be concluded to-morrow. The Senator 
had the floor this morning, | think, at one o’clock. 
Mr. SUMNER. I beg the Senator's pardon: 
the floor belonged to the Senator from Indiana. 
Mr. DOOLITTLE. 1 feel for one that on our 
side of the Chamber, with those who favor this 
measure, there has been expressed on several oc- 
casions a strong disposition to bring the question 
toaclose and to a vote, and] think that when 
those who favor the measure have so earnestly 
pressed it, as it has been pressed by this side of 
the Chamber, and eed particularly on those 
who oppose the measure, with the expectation 
and determination of bringing it to a vote, those 
who favor the measure ought not to ask to have 
it further postponed for the purpose of speech- 
making. Yesterday I consented for one that it 
should then be pestponed and not brought toa 
vote yesterday, because the Senator from Mis- 
sourl, who introduced the original proposition 
which was referred to the committee, and which 
was reported upon by the committee, had been 
sick and confined to his room for several days, 
and therefore it was impossible for him to go on 
yesterday. But my honorable friend from Mas- 
sachusetts, who is almost always ready to speak 
on these important occasions, can certainly ex- 
press his views upon the great question of sla- 
very on various other measures thatare pending, 
and I do not feel that [ am wanting in courtesy 
to him when I say that for one I feel as if we 
ought to come to a vote on this question to-night. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts [Mr. Wirson] that the Senate proceed to 
the consideration of executive business. 
The question being taken by yeas and naya, 
resulted—yeas 28, nays 12; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Brown, Buckalew, Collamer, 
Conness, Cowan, Davis, Dixon, Foot, Hale, Harlan, Har- 
ris, Hendricks, Howard, Howe, Johnson, Morgan, Pome- 
roy, Powell, Ramsey, Riddle, Saulsbury, Sprague, Sumner, 
Van Winkle, Wade, Willey, and Wilson—28. 
NAYS—Messrs. Clark, Doolittle, Foster, Grimes, Hard- 


ing, Henderson, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Nea- 
mith, Sherman, Ten Eyck, and Trumbull—12. 


Sothe motion was agreed to. 
PRAYERS OF THE CHAPLAIN. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Before the doors are 


closed I wish to offer a resolution, and togive no- 
tice that I shall call it up to-morrow morning. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The Chair will 
receive it, if there be no objection. 

The Secretary proceeded to read the resolution, 
but before concluding it Mr. Howarp rose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The reading 
will be suspended. : 

Mr. HOWARD. Irise toaquestion of order. 
I supposed we were in executive session. 

The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The resolution 
can only be received by unanimous consent while 
the doors are being closed. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Nobody objected. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Nobody ob- 
jected to it at the time it was offered; but it had 
not then been read for information. It should be 
first read for information, so that Senators may 
know whatitis,and a Senator rises to object when 
he learns the character of the resolution, 

Mr. GRIMES. Let us hear it all. 

Mr. HOWARD. Whatisit? A resolution? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. A resolution 
which the Senator from Delaware proposes to sub- 
mit. 

Mr. WILSON, Mr. FESSEN DEN, and others. 
Let it be read through. 

Mr. HOWARD. Judging from certain pas- 
sages in it, it strikes me to be athing not fit to be 
received. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
objection to the reading of the resolution? The 
Chair hears no objection, and the resolution will 
be read. 

The Secretary read the resolution, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Chaplain of the Senate be respect- 
fully requested hereafter to pray toand supplicate Almighty 
God in our behalf, and not 16 lecture Him, inform Un 


what to do, or state to Him, under pretense of prayer, his 
(the said Chaplain’s) opinion in reference to His duty as 
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fhe Almighty; 
qe ted as 
ture the 


and thatthe said Chaplain be further re- 
aforesaid not, under the form of prayer, to lec- 
enate in relation to questions belore the body. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there any 
to the reception of the resolution? ’ 
Mr. HOWARD. I object. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. 
ine made, the resolution cannot now be received. 
Mr. SAULSBURY. Then 
I shall offer it to-morrow morning. 
of the gospel should 


objection 
Objection be- 


I vive notice that 
A minister 
not make use of his office 
{¢,—--— 

[** Order! 


Mr. HOWARD. I object to the resolution; it 


is unworthy of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The whole 
matter is out of order at the present time. The 
resolution is not received. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 

The doors were clos d; and after some time 

spent in executive session, the doors were re- 
opened, and the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
‘Tuunspar, Fpril 7, 1864. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. W. HL. Cuannine. 

PheJournal of yesterday was read and approved, 

MESSENGER TO THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. WHALEY asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the fol 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
requested to inquire into the propriety of inereasing the 


pay of the President’s messenger to 81,200 per annum, and 


Waal they report by bill or otherwise. 


Mr. HOLMAN. I feel compe lled to object, 
POST OFFICE BUSINESS. 

Mr. ALLEY. Iask the unanimous consent 
of the Hlouse to assign Friday of next week, after 
the morning hour, to the consideration of Post 
Office business from the Post Office Committee. 

No objection being made, the request was 
granted. 

Mr. ALLEY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which I'riday of next week was set apart forthe 
consideration of Post Office business, and also 
moved to lay the*motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 


The latter mot 


lowing resolution: 


ion was agteed to. 
RAILROAD IN MICHIGAN. 


Mr. ENGLISH, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a bill extending the time for the completion 
of the Bay de Noquet and Marquette railroad, 


The SPEAKER. The question is upon the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio. 
Mr. HOLMAN. The gentleman from Ohio 


made the motion, but the Chat did not entertain | 


it untilafterthe previous question was demanded, 
The SPEAKER. The matter got somewhat 


tangled up, and the Chair was trying to straighten 


it out. ‘he Chair thinks the amendment is in 
order. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question was ordered, being first upon Mr. 
SpaLpInG’s amendment. 

Mr. GARFIELD. 
nereed to. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope not. 

Mr. Spaupine’s amendment was rejected. 

The resolution was agreed to, 

Mr. GARFIELD moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to Jay the motion to reconsider upon the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

CORRECTION OF THE JOURNAL. 

Mr. HARRINGTON. Lrise to a question of 
privilege. On Monday last, a resolution in rela- 
tion to Mexican affairs was j 
tleman from Maryland [Mr. Davis] from the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. I voted in the 
affirmative upon that resolution, but my name is 
omitted from the Journal. If it be in order, Ide- 
sire that my name may be recorded, 


The SPEAKER. 


I hope that will not be 


reported by the gen- | 


The gentleman’s name will | 


be recorded, as the louse gave consent yesterday || of merchandise, whereby the entire’ 
os re CASELE Be ’ Mire’ cor 


to any gentieman who was absent, even, to record | 


his vote on that question, 


RAILROAD TO NEW YORK. 
Mr. REAMAWN ealled for the recular order of 


business. 


The House resumed, as the regular order of bus- | 


iness, the consideration of a bill (H. R. No. 307) 
to declare certain roads milttary roads and post 
roads, and to regulate commerce, upon which the 


| gentleman from Vermont [Mr. W oopsringe] was 
entitled to the floor. 


and the Marquette and Ontonagon railroad of the | 


State of Michigan; which was read a first and 


second time, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Mr. ENGLISH moved to reconsider the vote 
last taken, and also-moved to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


COMMISSIONED OFFICERS DISMISSED. 


Mr. GARFIELD asked unanimous consent to 
introduce the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in 
form this louse how many commissioned officers have 
been dismissed from the military service af the United 
States by authority of the President, without a trial by 
court martial, since the beginning of the present war, and 
how many such dismissals have been revoked. 


Mr. SCHENCK. I hope my colleague will 
modify his resolution so as to include the names. 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will modify the amend- 
ment so that it will.read, “the number, names, 
and rank,’’&c. UT demand the previous question. 

Mr. SPALDING. I move to amend by in- 
serting the words ‘*if not incompatible with the 
sublic interest.”’ 

Mr. GARFIELD. I will state that I was in- 
structed by the Committee on Military Affairs to 
introduce this resolution, A bill recently passed 
this House, not yet become a law, taking away 
from the President of the United States the power 
of summary dismissal without trial by a court- 
martial, and as a communication has been sent to 
one branch of Congress from the Executive De- 
partment in regard to the bill, itseemed only just 
to the Military Committee that the facts in rela- 
tion to this bill should be before the House. It 
is for that reason that the committee desires the 
passage of this resolution. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE. Mr. Speakcr,I hope I 


shall not detain the House a great while in sub- 


mitting the observations which [ deem it proper to | 


There 
The first is, has 


make on the matter under consideration. 
are but two inquiries involved, 


Congress the constitutional power to declare the | 
Delaware and Raritan railroad a lawful structure 
and public highway ofthe United States? And the 


second is, is itexpedient todo so? LT agree with 
the gentleman from Maine [Mr. Sweat] that in 


| considering this subject we should divest our- | 


selves of all political and party prejudices. Ido 
not know nor care what effect the passage or de- 
feat of the bill may have upon the politcal con- 
dition of New Jersey. As an individual | deem 
its present condition as bad as it can be, and 
judging from the resolutions which have passed 
her political conventions, l fear that her day of 
grace is sinned away and her repentance scarcely 
to be hoped for. 


| had not supposed, when this bill came before | 
i the House for consideration, that the question of 


the power ofCongress would be seriously doubted. | 


The decisions respecting similar questions have 
been collected in the able report of your commit- 
tee, and they have been accurately stated. 

The power of Coneress, sir, rests under the 


provisions of the Constitution, enabling it to reg- | 


ulate commerce among the States, to establish 


| post routes, and to provide for the military estab- 


lishment of the Government. Under one or all 


| of those enumerated powers I have come to the 


conclusion, after candid consideration, unbiased 
and unprejudiced, that it is not only within the 


power of Congress, but that it is the duty of Con- | 


gress to so legislate that this protected, legalized 
monopoly called the Camden and Amboy Rail- 


road Company, which, in my judgment, impairs | 


the commercial Intercourse between the States, | 
imposes undue burdens upon the people, and | 


cripples the Government in the performance of 
its duties, shail be destroyed, 

But, sir, | shall devote a few moments to the 
consideration of the constitutional question, and 
simply becausé both of the gentlemen from New 
Jersey, [Messrs. Rocers and Perry,] the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. Broomart,] and 
the gentleman from Maine, [Mr. Sweart,] who 


have opposed this measure, have based their op- | 
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position upon a denial of the richt of Conere 
pass this bill. ’ : 
In addition, we have had a very siney!n 


’ 
) 


: aed ar d 
ment presented here from New Jersey. eq) 
proclamation of her Governor, claiming tha: ¢.,. 


gress has no power to pass this bil] upon + 
grounds: first, that it will be injurious to the Ae 
cial interests of New Jersey; and sec ry ; 
Congress has not the pows r to interfi re ae 

it would infringe upon the sovereignty of the a. 
of New Jersey. In other words, the Seite 
that declaration is simply this: New Jers, w hae be 
her own enactments established the Camden any 
Amboy railroad a perfect and protected mo, 
oly; and now, no matter what the CITCUMStanceg 
may be, inasmuch as New Jersey is a soyorsio, 
State, and under that sovereignty had a richs y 
establish this monopoly, Congress h ; 


) 





e of 


IRS No ny 
, NO power 
to declare that another already existing }ino « 
be a lawful structure, because by s6 doine j ;, 
. | reac P N + } Roem 
pairs the interest of New Jersey and tramp}. 


her sovercien rights. 

By the law of New Jersey the Camden ang 
Amboy Railroad Company imposes, in off; 
tax of ten cents upon every person who 1 
over the road, and of fifteen cents per 
freight. If the Legislature of New Jersey 
right to impose these burdens, it is clear that i 
has the right to increase them. It is not the 
amount ofthe tax, itisthe principle involved, And 
if the ten and fifteen cent tax 1s Tegal, t] 
Legislature of New Jersey has a richt to impos 
five dollars per passenger and five dollars py 
intercourse between New York and Pe: 
nia would be absolutely destroyed. 

And yet we are told, in view of these facts, by 
the Governor of New Jersey and by-gentlen: 
this floor, that Congress, to which the Cor ; 
tion gives the power to regulate commerce among 
the States, has no power to declare another 
isting line a lawful structure, whereby 
merce between these two States may be ear 

Sir, I will for 2 moment look at this o 
in the light of decisions. The gentleman from 
New Jersey [Mr. Rogers] says that this is) 
acase similar to the Wheeling bridge case; that 
there was a mere abatement of a nuisance, 
that here is an existing line, and cannot | 
lished as a lawful structure without infringing on 
the solemn rights of the State of New Jersey 

Now, what was the Wheeling bridge case? The 
State of Virginia had authorized the Wheeling 
and Belmont Bridge Company to build a bridg 
at Wheeling across the Ohio. The corpo: 
had full power to build this bridge unless it 
an infringement on free commercial intercours 
tween the States. The bridge was built. The Siat 
of Pennsylvania brought her complaint ag: 
this company, and it was sustained by thes 
court of Pennsylvania, and the bridge declar 
nuisance. The case came before the Su 
Court of the United States, and the Supreme Court 


la 


| of the United States sustained the decision of thr 





court in Pennsylvania. Pennsylvania came into 
court and said, what? * This bridg: rier 
with the navigation of the Ohio river. Inasmuch 
ay it interferes with that navigation it works ii 
jury to the public interests of the State of 
sylvania in her railroads, her public work 
canals which had been constructed between P! 
delphia and Pittsburg.’? The Supreme Cour! 
the United States, after a thorough examination, 
decided that the bridge did interfere with the nav 
igation of the Ohio, which had been protected by 
Congress. And hence it affirmed the dec's 
the supreme courtof Pennsylvania. In the mean 
time the bridge company came to Congress, 40" 
after a hearine Congress declared that this bi 
across the Ohio at Wheeling was a Jawfvl otra 
ture. The bridge company did not obey the de- 
cree of the Supreme Court. The State o! Penn- 
sylvania then complained. through its attorn’y 
general, the present Secretary of War, pray!" 
for a writ of assistance to enable the decree to 
executed. The judge who delivered the opin . 
in effect says that Congress having the exclust\! 
power to regulate commerce among the sever 


ther 
pet 


ha 


States, it is not for the court to decide w! 


| in this instance it is properly executed or "0% 


Congress by its act is clearly within its co! ee 
tional power; and inasmuch as Congress has ie- 
clared the bridge to be a lawful structure, “ 
motion for assistance is declined. 
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1864. 


Vow, sir, thegentieman from New Jersey says 
Og narallel to the case under consid- 
a othe of principle. Let us sec. The 
¢ New Jersey says that the Camden and 


S ' Pree 
ay RR ilroad Company shall do all the Soa. 
\ i . hetween Philadelphia and New York. | 
Dol ne is inexistence ranning between those || 
Ano 3 te which might doa portion of the com- 
wo points The Rari d Del Bay || 
Pe easiness. The Raritanand Delaware Bay || 
mercial vu ae . “e i 
" re! ‘ny comes here and asks Congress that its 


ie declared a lawful structure whereby | 


nay § e ‘ | 
“1 have the legal power and right to do this 
seg. Congress having the power to regulate 
einess. Cong ; 


«vee between the States, has the power to 

nat this road is alegal structure, as it did in 
rt aie ofthe Wheeling bridge. That structure | 

vconpased by the State of Pennsylvania on the | 
= nd simply and solely that by reason of its 
reas with the navigation of the Ohio it 
+1 absolutely and positively interfere with and | 
é ‘dice the | ublic works of the State of Penn- 


“ ; J ' a. 

" Phe State of New Jersey comes here and says, 
i —* 7 . ™~ 

« We have given this monopoly to the Camden 

and Amboy Railroad Company, and they pay 
the privilege which they have; therefore if 

© neress crants to this other road the power ofdo- 


wo this through commercial business, then it im- 
wars or indicts an injury upon the State of New 
Jersey, and tramples upon her sovereign rights,” 
Are not the decisions exactly consonant and sim- 
principle? Can any lawyer upon his rep- 
ion as a lawyer say that the point involved in | 
the Wheeling bridge case is not precisely and 
Jentically the point involved in this case? Can | 
be said that it is not within the power of Con- 
eress to regulate commerce between the States | 
here as much as in the Wheeling bridge case it 
was within its power to regulate commerce by the | 
establishment of that bridge? Itisequally within 
its power to pass this bill. | 
The gentleman from Maine [Mr. Swear] takes | 
another view of this case, He says, in the first 
place, there is no necessity for passing this bill, | 
_ that here is no necessity for it because the Gov- 
riment has the power under existing laws to 
ke possession of this road as a military necessity ; 
and secondly, that it has the power of taking 
possession of this road as a post route. I agree 
with the gentleman from Maine that the Govern- | 
ment has this power; but can the Government in | 
good faith, in honesty and integrity of purpose, 
after the decision of the chancellor of the State of 
New Jersey, exercise that power? What would 
ve the result?) Ali the money paid to this road 
as compensation for doing the business, the chan- 
cellor of New Jersey decides, should be paid over 
to the Camden and Amboy railroad, the monop- 
oly which we are told New Jersey is bound to | 
motect. That is a power with a vengeance. It | 
isa power which will enable the Government to | 
inke possession of my horse for its purpose and | 
the money to my friend from Maine. The | 
‘ame is the case if the road be taken as a post 
route. By the law of New Jersey no through 
vusiness, of whatever character, can be done by | 
the Raritan road. The postal money, by the de- | 
‘iston of the chancellor of New Jersey, must be 
put into the hands of this Camden and Amboy 
Railroad Company. 
But the gentleman from New Jersey [Mr. 
‘0GERS] rather declines to discuss the main ques- 
tion. Thave no doubt he is a good lawyer; he | 
has that reputation. He says that the only true | 
ground upon which we can place this is the right 
° regulate commerce among the States. He 
“ys if Lunderstood him, and 1 listened to him 
eee ention, that the regulation of com- 
or ae at apply to the regulation of rail- | 
ne n er ine gentleman’s definition, what | 
Miya reer [tis merely trade, purchase, bar- | 
ni beac re commodities, Is that the sig- 
ome a ie word commerce? Te is true that | 
cometh nn soe’ mean traffic, but it also means 
‘tne more. It means intercourse. 
“OW, sir, the gentleman will reeolect that this 


Point is discussed in 9 Wheaton. 
0ramoment. 


ws 








! I will refer to | 
llare of thes Itis the Ogden case. The Leger 1] 
ton and Livis tate of New York had given to Ful- 
Walera of Me exclusive right to navigate the | 
.” (8 Of New York hy steam. Their right was 


nally assio , 
,Y @ssigned to Ogden, the complainant. 
Vhat w ; 


i} 


as the decision of the court? They || 
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commerce between the States, and that upon that 
ground it wasunconstitutional, They must have 
put their decision upon the ground that a grant 


| of an exclusive privilege, being a monopoly, isan 


between the States. 

Mr. Justice Johnson, in discussing this case, 
declares that ‘‘ the grant to Livingston and Fual- 
tonginterferes with the freedom of intercourse 
among the States.”’ 


He also says ‘* that commerce in its simplest 


| significance means an exchange of goods; butin 


the advancement of society, labor, transporta- 
tion, intelligence, care, and various mediums of 
exchange, become commodities, and enter into 
commerce.’’ 

Now, it does seem to me upon every principle 
of law, founded upon reason, independent of this 
decision, Congress has the legal right to pass this 
bill. 

But, sir, when we come to the decisions of sim- 
ilar caseé8 giving construction to the clause in the 
Constitution in relation to the regulation of Con- 
gress, we find that the courts have gone the whole 


length claimed by the friends of this measure, and | 


it seems to me as a matter of law to be a settled 
question that Congress has a legal right to pass 
this bill. 

Now, sir, there is another question here which 
has given me more difficulty—for I confess I have 
investigated this matter without prejudice—and 
that is as to the expediency of Congress applying 
this power to the case under consideration. If 
the Camden and Amboy railroad, in other words, 
if the present means of transportation between 
New.York and Philadelphia are not sufficient to 
do the business of the Government, if by reason 
of any act of the State of New Jersey there isa 
restriction upon free commercial intercourse be- 
tween the cities of New York and Philadelphia, 
then it is the duty of Congress to interfere. 

Sir, what is a monopoly? Sir, it implies re- 
striction. You cannotthink of a monopoly with- 
out thinking of it as a restraining influence and 
restraining power, and an interference with other 
interests. Thatisa monopoly. It is an exclu- 
sive privilege, and an exclusive privilege rests 
upon the fact that no other person can enjoy the 


privilege which is secured to the monopoly. Now, || 


sir, [ contend that per se, that inand of itself, the 
mere existence of the monopoly of this Camden 
and Amboy railroad is an impediment to free 
commercial intereourse. Here is another road 
which desires to do the through business ora por- 
tion of it, butitcannotdo it, and why? Because 
the law of New Jersey prevents. Is it, then, not 
a restriction? Is there not here an attempt to do 
that business which cannot be done by reason of, 
and by virtue of, this monopoly which exists? 
This monopoly existing, and other parties desir- 
ing to do the business which interferes with that 
monopoly, I would like to know how any other 
construction can be given tothe matter than that 
itis in and of*itself a restriction to the free com- 
mercial intercourse between the States. 

3ut there is something more. I do not know 
whether what I hearistrue, but | understand that 
gentlemen can get from New York to Philadel- 
phia, by paying a local fare within the State of 
New Jersey and then another local fare to Phil- 


| adelphia, for $2 20, while the through fare from 


New York to Philadelphia is three dollars. Is 
not this a restriction upon free intercourse? If 
the through fare is three dollars, and the local 


| fares added together are auly $2 20, then there are 


eighty cents which are taken from every passenger 
by reason of the power of this New Jersey mo- 
nopoly to tax everybody who passes through ihe 
entire borders of the State. 

Sir, how is it so far as the Governmentis con- 
cerned? Llearn from the report of the committee 
that the Quartermaster General has written to a 


| committee of this House saying that the facilities 


between the capital of the nation and its commer- 


| cial emporium for transportation are inadequate. 


It also appears that Government had largely used 
the Raritan road for transportation previous to the 


| decision of the chancellor, and would have used 


it still further but for that decision, and that it 
has been obliged to resort to transportation by 
water to accomplish its business. 
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|| say that the exclusive grant interfered with the || gentleman whether the act of 1862 does not con- 
| fer upon the Governmentall the power to use this 


i 


road that the act in question contemplates ? 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE. Yes,sir. Thatact does 


i] confer upon the Government the power touse this 
interference with the free commereial intercourse | 


road. But what does the State af New Jersey do? 
It says this road, ** Do this business if you 
dare, and carry the supplies for the Government 

if you will; transport munitions of w ar, and the 
i of the Government, and take the Govw« 


||} ernment money if you please, but we, by our 


chancellor, will see to it that you put that money 
into the hands of the Camden and Amboy Rail- 
road Company, to enrich that monopoly.’’ Con- 
gress has the power, and now I want Congress 
to exercise the right whereby New Jersey and its 
contemptible legislation shall not say that no por- 
tion of the business of Government shall be done 
over the Raritan route, 

Mr. BROOMALL. — Will the gentleman allow 
me to say a& word? 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, I cannot yield further. 

Mr. BROOMALL. I only want to say that 
that is not true. ) 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE. I have a right to my 
| construction of the law, and the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania [Mr. Broomatt] hasa right to his 
construction. The House must judge between 
us. 

Now, sir, ifthe Government, by its own show- 
ing, admits that it has not facilities for doing the 
| business which is imposed upon it by reason of 
this war, can it be said, the power of Congress be- 
ing conceded, that it is not expedient to declare 
another existing route a lawful structure whereby 
the facilities may be measurably increased; a line, 
| sir, which is ready and willing todo the business 
| of the Government, and is only prevented there- 
| from by this unjustifiable legislation of the State 
| of New Jersey? Sir, if the business of the Gov- 
| ernment alone cannot be done over one line of 
| road, how much more shall it be said that the fa- 
| cilities now existing are not sufficient when we 
| add the great commercial business of the coun- 
jtry. Why, sir, there is New York upon the 








) north, the great commercial and financial empo- 


‘rium of this nation, By her hundred railroad 
} arteries she stimulates and develops the manu- 
factures of New England. There is Philadelphia 
on the south, which, by the Pennsylvania Cen- 
tral ratlroad, penetrates and opens up the great 
Northwest. And there is Baltimore a little further 


\| south, which, by the Baltimore and Ohto railroad, 


| penetrates and epens up the great Southwest. 
| The markets of New York and the manufactures 
| of New England must furnish the exchange for 
| these vast productions of the West; and the State 
of New Jersey isso peculiarly situated, as is set 
forth in one of the reports of the Camden and 
Amboy Railroad Company, from which extracts 
| were read by the gentleman from Ohio, [Mr. Gar- 
| FIELD,] that she must furnish across her whole 
| domain the means of transportation for those vast 

products. And, sir, when this war is ended, when 
| the southern States shall have returned,as | trust 
| in God they will, to their allegiance and integrity, 

then the whole Atlantic seaboard from Maine to 
the Gulf must seek this avenue for its entire means 
of intercommunication. 
Why, sir, who that appreciates the present, 
| who that sees the vast expense and the vast busi- 
| ness relations of this country, who that sees the 
already existing commerce between the two great 
| cities of thisnation, Philadelphiaand New York, 
and who that considers the necessary and certain 
| development of the future, shall say that one pal- 
| try railroad through the State of New Jersey is 
sufficient to do the commercial business between 
| these two great cities which branch off into the 
| remotest limits of the natton? Sir, the idea is 
| simply absurd. 
It does seem to me, upon therproof, that the 
expediency of this bill cannot be questioned. 
Upon the proof of the wants of the Government, 
| upon the oon prospective condition of the 

country, | think every gentleman will say, if he 
| looks at the case through an honest heart and a 
| clear head, that there is a necessity for increasing 
| the facilities of transportation. 

Sir, I do not like to descend to the argumentum 
| ad hominem. Such arguments are generally ad- 
| dressed to the passions rather than the reason, and 








Mr. BROOMALL. I desire to inquire of the || I will only say that in my judgmentthis Camden 
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and Amboy Railroad Company is as good as any 
other monopoly of the same magnitude and power 
which has reéeived the sanction and protection of 
State legislation and State courts bor 80 many 
years. 

W hy is it, sir, that we hear everywhere, on all 
the corners of all the streets, north and gpst and 
west and south, that this Camden and Amboy rail- 
road is an unmitigated nuisance? Why isitthat 
we hear that in general railroad arrangements 
this company never will come into the pro rata 


divisions, but holds itself aloof, separate and | 


apart from the arrangements of the companies 
that connect with it at eitherend? Why is it, sir, 


that when you leave your home in Indiana for || 
Washington you find your fare nearly double || 
after reaching New York? Why is itthaton the || 


baggage which you brought free of extra charge 
from Indiana to New York you are compelled, 
when you come to the Jersey City ferry, to com- 
ply with the exorbitant demands of some bag- 
gage man,and pay extra charges? And why is 
it that you are told that you must haul yourown 
trunk to the very door of the baggage car or else 
itwillnot betaken? I haveseen a member of this 
House, after having paid for having his baggage 
brought to the ferry, and paid three dollars extra 
charge for itto Washington, told that he must 
drag his own trunks to the door of the baggage 
car or they would not be received. Why isit that 
when you enter the cars on the New Jersey road 
they are crowded? Why is it that jn summer 
they are badly ventilated, and in winter scarcely 
warm? Why is it that when you enter a civil 


protest, you are at once met with the indignant | 


frown of some conductor, or with an insolent re- 
~4 from this hireling of aldermanic proportions ? 
Vhy is it that wherever you go the people can- 
not tolerate this monopoly? Sir, | will tell you 
why it is. The monopoly has waxed fat. It 
has grown rich. It has risen above the people 
whom it was created toserve. It pours its money 
into the lap of New Jersey. 


forever. 
not apply the power of Congress to this matter 
did | not believe that the commercial interests of 
the different States require it. Did I believe that, 


in spite of this monopoly which is arrogant, aris- | 


tocratic, and anu-republican, the business of the 
country could be carried on by means of a free 


and unrestricted intercourse, | would vote against 
this bill. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Will my 
friend from Vermont tell the House what State it 
is that now has a bill before its Legislature fining 
a man $500 or imprisoning him six months for 
enlisting a colore 
this rebellion? 

Mr.WOODBRIDGE.. Lhave understood, Mr. 
Speaker, that it is the State of New Jersey; and 


1 understand that New Jersey has done another || 
thing. Il understand that since this bill was brought | 


before Congress, which, by the statement of its 
Governor, is going to trample on its sovereign 
rights—those rights which are devoted and con- 
secrated to freedom, which are now all used for 
the benefit of the freedom of this Government, and 
to carry out the generous and noble impulse of 
the men of the North, as indicated by the remarks 
of the gentleman from New Jersey—the Legisla- 
ture of the State has introduced a bill to repeal 
and take away the charter of the Delaware and 
Raritan Railroad Company. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Will the 
gentleman from Vermont allow me to correct 


him as to a statement of fact? He says the Le- || 


gislature of New Jersey has introduced a bill to 
repeal the charter of the Delaware and Raritan 
Railroad Company. ~lt was only a member of 
the Legislature that introduced the bill. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE, Mr. Speaker, a man 
may generally be known by the company he keeps, 
It is true that the repealing bill was introduced 
by a member of the Legislature of the State of 
New Jersey, and I have no doubt, from what I 
hear, that that Legislature represents the interest 
of the Camden and Amboy railroad. 
sir, that one man, independent enough in the Sen- 
ate of New Jersey to break away from the tram- 


mels of this monopoly, is denounced by that dic- 4| 


tatorial, domineering power? 


Why is it that we 
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New Jersey pro- | 
claims that this railroad is her king and shall rule | 
And yet for all these reasons, I would | 


man to aid in putting down | 


Why is it, | 


lieve that this monopoly interferes with the pri- 

mary elections in the State of New Jersey; that 

it designates who shall be legislators; that it ap- 

proves or taboos the bi!!s brought before the Le- 
|| gislature; that it nominates candidates to Con- 

gress, and elects them, too? Why do we hear 

this? Itis, sir, because of this copartnership be- 
| tween the State of New Jersey and this Camden 
jand Amboy Railroad Company. The railroad 
company makes New Jersey rich, and New Jer- 
sey says, **I will protect you tomy latest breath, 
even to the sending of a respectful protest to Con- 
gress to- intimidate them from trampling upon 
your rights and upon our sovereign soil.”’ 

Mr. ROGERS. I ask the gentleman to permit 
me to interrupt him. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE. Certainly. 

Mr. ROGERS. Does the gentleman from 

Vermont undertake to say that the Camden and 
|| Amboy Railroad Company elect members of Con- 
\| gress from New Jersey? 
|| Mr. WOODBRIDGE. I think that that is the 
i] belief. 

Mr. ROGERS. I only want to say that there 
is not a word of truth in that declaration. If he 
is a gentleman he ought not to get up here and 
| make aremark of that character. That assertion 
\| is false. The company has nothing to do with 
|| the election of members of Congress from New 
|| Jersey. 
|| Mr. WOODBRIDGE. I have respect for the 
' gentleman from New Jersey. He comes here 
|| under the broad seal of that State which he says 

is so sacred that we ought to respect it. He has 
/ come here, | have no doubt, to act as an honor- 
|| able gentleman. I have no doubt he does so act. 
|| He is quitea young man yet,and I take his state- 
| mentas true to the bestof his information and be- 
| lief. I have information which I consider equally 
|| good as that of the gentleman from New Jersey. 
|| ltcomes from a gentleman who states the facts to 





me that | have stated to the House: that the con- | 


| ventions which nominate members of Congress in 
New Jersey are attended by the representatives 
of the Camden and Amboy Company, and that 
| they put their foot upon this man or raise up that 
'} man as he may best subserve the purposes of the 
‘| monopoly. That I believe to be true. 
|| Now, sir, I will not detain the House. I know 
|| that they do not wish to hear any more on the 
| subject. Ihave discussed the legal point. Iam 
|| satisfied in my own mind of the power of passing 
|| the pending bill. I amsatisfied of its expediency 
| on my integrity as a member of the House; and 
|| believing, as I do, that Congress has the power, 
|} and that the interests of the Government require 
| its passage for free commercial intercourse be- 
|| tween the great States of New York and Penn- 
sylvania, | shall give it my support. 
| Mr. PENDLEYON. r. Speaker, I know 
|| nothing of the facts connected with this bill ex- 
|| ceptas they appear in the papers which have been 
|| laid upon our tables. I feel no interest in it ex- 
|| ceptas a question involving the power of the Fed- 
|| eral Government, and consequently the reserved 
powers of the States. I shall not, therefore, touch 
|| upon some of the questions which have been dis- 
|| cussed at large by the gentlemen who have pre- 
|| ceded me as to the action of the State of New 
Jersey in the present war, nor as to the wisdom 
of the action of her Legislature in regulatin 
the railroad companies within her borders. I will 
not inquire whether private interests will be sub- 
served by the passage or the defeat of the bill. I will 
|| not inquire into the motives of the parties outside 
|| of the House who originated and actively press 


| the bill; nor yet will I seek to know whether it 
is, in fact, the State of New Jersey, as it appears 
to be, or the Camden and Amboy railroad, which 
uses the name of the State to protest so loudly 
against its passage. 

Mr. BEAMAN. The morning hour will ex- 
| pire in a few minutes, and [ ask the gentleman 


whether he would not prefer to make his speech 
| on Saturday next? 








| Mr. PENDLETON. 


Itis entirely immaterial 
|| to me. 


I will yield to the wish of the House. 
| Does the gentleman propose to call up the special 
|| order when the morning hour has expired? 

| Mr. BEAMAN. I do. 
The House then proceeded to the considera- 
|| tion of the special order, being matters relating to 


are told, in his speech, that which leads.us to be- || the District of Columbia. 


OBE. 
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PROVIDENCE HOSPITAL, DISTRICT COLUMBIA 
| Mr. BEAMAN, from the C ‘“ 
| 


om > 
District of Columbia, reported heck, wut eo 7 
mendation that it do pass, an act (S. No. 79)" 
incerporate the Providence hospital a 
Washington, District of Columbia. 
The bill was read in extenso. 
The bill was ordered to be read 
and it was accordingly read the th 
assed. 
Mr. BEAMAN moved to reconsid 
last taken; and also moved to | 
reconsider on the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 
DEAF AND DUMB AND BLIND INSTITUTION 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, from the 
tee on the District of Columbia, reported bo) 
with a recommendation that it do pass, ay 7 
(S. No. 163) to authorize the Columbia [nerirp, 
tion for the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind to eon, 
fer degrees. = 

The bill was read in extenso. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time. 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to recon. 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. . 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


HOME FOR FRIENDLESS WOMEN, RTC. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York, from the Commit. 
tee on the District of Columbia, also reported, with 
a recommendation that it do pass, an act to incor. 
porate the Home for Friendless Women and 
Children. 

The bill was read a first and second time by its 
title; was ordered to be engrossed, and read a third 
time; and being engrossed, it was accordingly read 
the third time, and passed. ve 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York, moved to recop- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


NOTARIES PUBLIC IN DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 


Mr. DUMONT, from the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, also reported back, with a rec- 
ommendation that it do pass, an act (S. No. 82) 
concerning notaries public in the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The bill was read in-extenso. 

The bill was ordered to be read a third time; 
and it was accordingly read the third time, and 
passed. 

Mr. DUMONT moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was passed; and also moved 
lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


STEAM FIRE-ENGINE. 


Mr. DUMONT, from the Committee on the 
District of Columbia, also reported back, with an 
amendment, an act (S. No. 168) providing for the 
purchase of a steam fire-engine. _ 

The bill, which was read, appropriates out of the 
Treasury the sum of $4,000 for the purchase of 
a steam fire-engine for the Columbia fire com- 
pany, to be kept in efficient condition by such 
company or by the corporation of the city of 
Washington without further charge to the Go¥- 
ernment. ; 

The amendment which was recommended by 
the committee provides that said engine shall b¢ 
under the general direction and control of the 
municipal authorities of the city of Washingt", 
and that nothing in the act shal! be construcd if 
any way to impair the authority of the city orn 
| ernment of Washington over said Columbia fr 
|| company, or of Congress over the control of sai 
| engine. ; 
| The SPEAKER. Is there objection to con 

sidering this bill in the House at this time’ , 

Mr. THAYER. I object to its being consi 
ered in the House at this time unless an ope 
tunity be given to amend it. If it is before a 
House for action now I move to amend the 5! 
| by striking out the words ‘* Columbia fire oa 

pany,” and inserting in lieu_thereof the wor 
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I believe we all know that the Government, U) 
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¥ p supe c . . . ° 
der the Su] a fire brigade in this District, and 


’ hlished 7 : 
e +). | understand, isa very well organized and 
; ve d body. I think if the Government is 
scqpiine ° ° 


ve called upon to appropriate $4,000 for the 

“chase of a new fire-engine, it would be better 
tt - that engine should be under the charge of the 
soular fire brigade, ‘ alti 
* Mr pUMONT. I will take the responsibility 
of withdrawing the amendment proposed by the 
smmittee, and accept the amendment offered by 
‘ ; eentleman from Pennsylvania. 

Onte SPEAKER. That can only be done by 
unchsedh consent. Isthereany objection? The 
Chair hears no objection. 

“Mr. STEELE, of New York. Ido not know 
that | want to object, but I do not think this thing 
is precisely understood. ; ; 

' \r. DAVIS, of New York. I desire to object 
to the withdrawal of the amendment reported by 

tee. 

the we SPEA KER. Both amendments will then 
be considered as pending, although to different 
parts of the bill. 7 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I was going to 
ask whether, as we shall have to go into the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union to- 
day to consider the District of Columbia busi- 
ness, it would not be well enough to allow this 
pill to go there. kee ; 

The SPEAKER. That motion is in order if 
the gentleman makes it. 

Mr.STEELE, of New York. I would suggest 
to the chairman of the committee whether it would 
not be as well to allow this bill to be postponed 
ynti] the House has disposed of the other bills. 

Mr. DUMONT. Very well. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York. I move, then, 
that the fll be referred to the Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CORPORATION OF WASHINGTON. 


Mr. STEELE, of New York, from the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, reported back 
Senate bill No. 126, to amend the act to incorpo- 
rate the inhabitants of the city of Washington, 
passed May 15, 1820, with amendments. 

The amendments were severally read, and 
adopted. . 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to a third 
reading; and was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York, moved to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill was passed; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
tabie. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 

UNION GAS-LIGHT COMPANY. 


Mr. TRACY, from the Committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported back Senate bill No. 
133, to incorporate the Union Gas-Light Com- 
pany of the District of Columbia, with are com- 
mendation that it do pass. 

Mr. PRUYN. Is itin order to move to fe- 
commit that bill? 


The SPEAKER. The motionis in order, but 


he gentleman from Pennsylvania reporting the | 


vill is entitled to the floor to move the previous 
question on the bill if he desires so to move. 

Mr. TRACY. I move the previous question. 
Mr.PRUYN. I should like to cosine m 
reasons for wishing to have the bifl recommitted. 

Mr. TRACY. I will withdraw.the motion for 
that Purpose, 

Mr. PRUYN. I observe there is a clause in 
this bill which requires this company to furnish 
£88 of a superior quality to that manufactured by 
the old company ata Saeeee price. Now, I take 
itfor granted that the principal object in incor- 
porating this new company is to carry out that 
‘ntention; and if it he so intended it strikes me 
hat the clause is very carelessly and loosely 
drawn to accomplish that object. 

Mr. TRACY. I will state that the purpose 
tamed by the gentleman from New York is the 
Object of the bill. 

Ms. PRUYN. I so understand, and for that 
—- I desire that the bill may be recommitted 
tak So amended as to carry out that object. | 
2 e that the present company has sufficient 

Pital and sufficient facilities to supply the peo- 

of Washington with gas—and Congress too,a 


THE 


rvision of the War Department, has | 





| 


| 
| 
| 
| 





gentleman in my rear suggests. [Laughter.] | 
did not know that Congress came into competition 
with this gas company in that respect. Now, it 
| seems to me that the provisions of this bill are 


|| not drawn with sufficient care to carry out that 


| object. I think it should therefore be committed 
to the Committee for the District of Columbia, 
| and its provisions more carefully considered and 
drawn. 
Mr. TRACY. [f do not understand in what 
particular the bill is loosely drawn. The com- 
| mittee supposed the bill as it was drawn was 
| ampte for the accomplishment of the purpose the 
| gentleman suggests. 
| Mr. PRUYN. I can only say that from hear- 
ing the bill read at the desk it occurred to me that 
it was very indefinite in itscharacter. Itprovides 
no tribunal by which the quality of this gas is to 
be determined. There isno method provided by 
which this forfeiture is to be made applicable. 
Thatisall. I know nothing about the old com- 
pany or the new company. 
Mr. TRACY. Isuggesttot 
New York that he could not ha¥e listened attent- 
ively to the reading of the bill. It provides most 
distinctly that the Secretary of the Interior shall 
be satisfied of these facts before they shall be 
allowed to connect with the mains of the Govern- 
ment. 
Mr. PRUYN. I ask the Clerk to read again 
the tenth and eleventh sections of the bill. 
The Clerk read, as follows: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the said com- 
pany is hereby incorporated upon the express conditions 


| 


gentleman from 


that it shall furnish gas to all consumers thereof containing | 


fifty per cent. more illuminating power than that which 
is now furnished by the Washington Gas-Light Company, 
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and at a cost not exceeding $2 5U perthousand cubie feet; | 
and a failure to comply with these conditions shall operate | 


as a forfeiture of this charter. 

Sec. ll. 4nd be it further enacted, That the said com- 
pany shall not be authorized to sell gas until it shall have 
produced to the mayor of the city of Washington and to the 
Secretary of the Interior satistactory evidence that it has 
secured orlaid down, in a proper and workmanlike manner, 
in the avenues and streets of the said city, gas mains of an 
average diameter of at least six inches and a total length of 
not less than twenty-five miles; norshall the said company 
connect its gas mains will the pipes supplying the Capitol 


and other public buildings belonging to the United States | 
until it shall have produced tothe Secretary of the Interior | 


satisfactory evidence that it has erected and in operation 
good and substantial works and holders capable of manutac 


turing and storing a quantity of gas, of the quality aforesaid, || 


sufficient to supply the consumption at all Limes required in 
the Capitol and public buildings aforesaid. And unless the 
said company shall have complied with the requirements 
and conditions in this section prescribed within two years 
from the passage of this act, the said act shall be null and 
void: Provided, however, That said company shall have the 
privilege, at any time, of supplying with their gasand light 
ing therewith any streeta distance not excceding one mile. 
Mr. PRUYN. I submit that thatdoes not touch 


the question at all. 


Mr. TRACY. I submitto my friend from New | 


York that it does coverevery point. The condi- 
tions are prescribed in the tenth section that the 
gas shall be fifty we cent. atleast superior in qual- 
ity, upon the failure of which the charter itself 
is to be forfeited. 
pany is required to furnish evidence that is en- 


satisfactory to the Secretary of the Interior. | 


tire] 
I dubinit to my friend from New York that itdoes 
cover the entire ground, 

Mr. PRUYN. Thestatementof the gentleman 
only shows how the committee have been misled 
in regard to this matter. | donotmean purposely 
misled, of course; but they have overlooked the 
connection between the language used in the lat- 


preceding part of the section. 

The first part of the section is thatthey may go 
on and lay down these pipes for twenty-five miles, 
but shall not connect them with the pipes leading 
to the public buildings until the Secretary of the 
Interior shall be satisfied, &c.; but the satisfac- 
tion of the Secretary of the Interior has nothing 
| to do with the pele of gas to the citizensalong 
| these lines of pipes. Itdoes notapply to thatat 
all. 

Mr. TRACY. They are not permitted at all 
to connect with the public buildings ‘Until the 





Then in section eleven the com- || 


ter portion of the cleventh section and thatin the | 








| to by 


tion, 
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Mr.PRUYN. Butthe company may goon and 
lay down twenty-five miles of pipe and supply 
the mhabitants with gas without complying atall 
with these conditions. Itis true that they must 
comply with them before they apply for vermis: 
sion to connect with the pipes toning to the pub- 
lic buildings, but suppose they do not apply? 
They may supply the citizens of the city with- 
out any such necessity. ee only object is that 
the bill shall carry out the o ject expressed. If 
the company expect to carry it out in good faith, 
as I suppose they do, it seems to me that some 
changes should be made in the phraseology of 
the bill. 

Mr. TRACY. I must say that in my judg- 
ment, if the gentleman from New York will ex- 
amine the bill, he will find that as it now stands 
this company could not furnish or sell gas to the 
inhabitants along the lines of these twenty-five 
miles of pipes. 

Mr. STEVENS. I will suggest to the gentle- 
man who has charge of this bill that it had better 
be recommitted and examined into carefully. 
There does seem to be some doubt about its con- 
struction. 

Mr. TRACY. It seems to me to be perfectly 
clear. I do not understand how wool could 
make it more intelligible. 

Mr. STEVENS. But it does not seem so to 
others. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I confess I am not able 
to see the pertinency of the objections of the gen- 
tleman from New York to this bill. 

This bill has, been for some time before the 
Committee for the District of Columbia, and it 
provides that this gas cannot be used until it has 
been tested and approved by the Secretary of the 
Interior and the mayor of Washington. 

I will say furthermore that this gas has already 
been tested by such men as Professor Silliman, 
of New Haven, and has met with his approba- 
It has also been tested by the chief en- 
gineer at Brooklyn, New York, and has met with 
his approbation. It seems to me, I say, that un- 
der these circumstances there is no pertinency in 
the objection of the gentleman from New York. 

Mr. TRACY. I will say in addition that this 
bill was reported unanimously by the Committee 
for the Districtof Columbia. They believe thatit 
is already guarded asamply as it is in their power 
to guard it, and it will be useless, therefore, to 
recommit the bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of New York. The gentleman, 
L take it for granted, means to be correct in the 
statement he makes that the Committee for the 
District of Columbia reported this bill wnami- 
mously. I can say in reference to one member 
of that committee that f was not present when the 
bill was authorized to be reported, but there were 
certain provisions soutaintd in another bill which 
the committee had before them which | thought 


| were to be incorporated in this bill; and among 


them one which covered the point suggested by 
the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Proyn.| 
That provision designated the superintendent of 
the coast survey and the secretary of the Smith- 


| sonian Institution to test and determine the quality 
| of this gas. 
| the Senate bill, but it seems it ig not. 


| supposed that was provided forin 
Another 
provision which I supposed was in the bill was 
that nothing but money should be received in the 
payment of any subscription of the capital stock, 
and which I thought wasa proper, wise, and safe 
provision. I understood thatthat provision was 
in the bill, I certainly thought it was assented 
the committee. 


Mr. TRACY. 1 can hardly see how my friend 


| from New York has been led into thiserror. The 


Secretary of the Interior has been satisfied that || 


they have complied with the terms of theircharter. || 


Mr. PRUYN. Certainly. 

Mr. TRACY. And one of those conditions is 
| that the gas to be made shall be at least fifty per 
| cent. better than that now made here. Unless 


~ 


this privilege. 


i 


provision leaving this question to the president of 
the Smithsonian Institution and the other gentle- 
man he has named was never in the bill. It was 
proposed. I believe, by the gentleman from New 
fork, but it was never inserted in the bill. f un- 
derstood that the committee supposed that a bet- 
ter tribunal was the Secretary of the Interior; and 
that if the Secretary of the Interior wanted the 
aid of the scientific skill of these gentlemen he 
would call them to his aid. But I do not under- 
stand that that provision was ever put in the bill, 
or that it was the intention of the committee to 
putitthere. I had supposed, up to this time, that 
the gentleman from New York gave his entire 


they comply with that condition they cannot have || accord to this bill. 


Mr. DAVIS, of New York. Let me say one 
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word ine Xplanation. IL admit the entire trath- j 
fuli of the statement of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania. I stated that J was not present in 
the committee-room when the vote was taken on || 
this bill, but | understood this morning that this 
bill contained certain provisions which the com- || 
mitice had imcorporated in an independent bill || 
which had been discussed before them, and one 
of those provisions was that the quality of this 
7" should be determined by the two gentlemen 
have named, } 
Mr. TRACY. I would say to the gentleman lI 
that that provision was not even in the independ- | 
ent bill to which 


he refers, | 
Mr, DAVIS, of New York. I supposed it was, | 
and | think it was so understood by the commit- | 
tee. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I have no doubt that || 
the language of the eleventh secuion of the bill ad- 
mits of the construction given to itby the gentle- 
man from New York on my left; [Mr. Pruyn.] | 
Butif we limit or put arestriction upon this néw 
company that they shall lay down twenty-five | 
miles of mains before they shall be allowed to ! 
for theirgas, itseems to me that we might 
leave it to the gas-consumers to decide whether 
they will purchase that gas or not. That is a | 
sufficient restriction upon the new company, and 
a sufficient euard to the old company. We then 
provide, forthe protection of the public interests, 
that before this company connect their mains with 
the pipes in the Capitol and other public build- | 
ligs, the gas shall be of the quality specified in 
the tenth section, Certainly the citizens can pro- 
tect their own interests, and judge whether they 
will purchase this gas or not. But itis for us to 
gay, us guardians of the public interests, that we | 
will not purclmse this gas until thas been tested 
and proved to be of the quality that they claim it 
to be. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. The gen- 
tleman speaks of connecting the mains of this new 
company with the pipes which now supply the 
Capitol and other public buildings. Ll would like to 
inquire of him whether there is not danger that 
this gas will not mix properly with the gas now 
supplied? It will be a sort of miscegenation. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. J am not much ac- 
quainted with this gas question. It is a gassy 
subject at best. The pipes leading to the pub- 
lic butidings are the property of the Government, 
and they can be disconnected from the mains be- 
longin yio the prese nt gas company and conneeted 
with those of the new company whenever the 
Government sees proper. It seems to me that 
requiring this new company to lay down twenty- 
five miles of mains before they charge anything 
for their gas is imposing x sufficient burd n upon 
the company, and that the consumers may de- 
termine the question for themselves whe ther the 
gas furnished by the new company has fifty per 
cent, more illuminating power than the gas now 
furnished, | think the bill as reported by the 
comipiltice 1s correct, 

Mr.DUMONT. If this bill can by unanimous 
consent be amended by three words, it would re- 
move the objection of the gentleman from New 
York, {Mr, Pruyn.} Itisto insertafter the words 
** United States,’’1n the eleventh section, the words 
‘* or sell gas.’’ 

Mr. PRUYN. Ido not care much about it, 
but | thought 1 would call attention to it, 

Mr. DUMONT. J move the amendment which 
] have suggested; so that the section will read: 

Sec. ll. nd be it further enacted, That the said com 
pany shall not be authorized to sell gas until it shall have 
produced to the mayor of the city of Washington and to the 
Secretary of the Interior sat sfactory evidence that it has 
secured or taid down, in a proper and workmanlike man 
ner, ii the avenues and streets of the said city, gas mains 
of a average diameter of at Jeast six inches and a total 
length of not less than twenty-five miles; nor shall the said 
company connect its gas mains with the pipes supplying the 
Capitol and other public buildings belonging to the United 
States, or sell gas, until it shall have produced to the Secre 
tary of the Interior satistuctory evidence that it has erected 
and in Operation good and substantial works aud holders 
enpable of manufacturing and storing & quantity of gas, ot 
the quality aforesaid, sufficient to supply the consumption 
aut all ages required in the Capitol and public buildings 
flioresala. 


| 
charge 





The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. TRACY. Inasmitch as we have amended 
the bill, | move to amend further by striking out 
the word ‘of’? and inserting the word “in,” a 
mere verbal amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


}} corner of ‘Third street and Missouri avenue, and in plain 


}} Gath, some six or seven Wilnesscs, from Whose testimony 


| Georgetown for the coroner, who in due time held an in- 
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The bill was then ordered to be read a third 
time; and it was accordingly read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. TRACY moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table, 

The latter motion was agre ed to. 

INDECENCY TO A DEAD SOLDIER. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, from the Committee 
for the District of Columbia, made a report on the 
resolution of inquiry adopted by the House, 
March 15, 1864, as to the neglect to bury a de- 
ceased soldier found in the canal, near the corner 
of Third street and Missouri avenue, on the 
morning of March 12, 1864, and asked that it be 
laid on the table and printed in the Globe. 

It was so ordered. 

The report is as follows: 

Mr. Morris, of Ohio, from the Committeefor the Dis 
trict of Columbia, submitted the following report as the 
result of the inquiry demanded by a resolution offered by 
Mr. HarrinGron, and adopted by the House, March 15, 
A. D. 1864: 


The re solution @hs as follows: 


* Whereas on the morningot the 12th of March, 1864, the 
remains of a deceased veteran soldicr, of a Pewnsylvania 
regiment, were found in the canal in the city of Washing- 
ton, District of Columbia, and were betore eight o’clock 
a.m. of that day removed from the mud and water to the 
bank of the @anal, and about one hundred feet from the 


view of passers by; and whereas the face and breast of | 
the corpse were covered with a dirty, ragged straw mat; | 
and Whereas 2 coroner’s inquest was held on the body on 
the morning ofthe same day; and whereas the body of the 
deceased was leitlying in that condition in the sun, un 
watched and uncovered, and liable to mutilation, all of that 
day and wntilatter night: 

“Resolved, That the Committee forthe District of Co 
lumbia are directed to inquire and reporttothis House who 
is responsible for this gross neglect and horrid indecency 
toward the remains of a deecased soidier.”’ 

The committee have endeavored to arrive at the factsin | 
this case, and in order to do so have had examined, under 


it would appear that on the morning of the 12th ultimo, 
about eight o’clock. the body of a deceased soldier was dis 
covered in the canal near Thirdstreet. As soon asa police 
officer was notified of the fact a messenger was sent to 





quest and the jury returned a verdict of “death by acci 

dental drowning 3”? the body in the incan time lying in the 
care ofa policeman. On tie person ofthe deceased soldier 
were found sixteen dollars and fifty cents in money, two | 
combs, a pocket-knife, anda gold ring. On the ring was an 
inscription in these words: “Anthony Deaver, Co. C, 56th 
Penn. Vet. Vols.” At about twelve o’clock, m., the in 

quest was concluded, ‘The regiment to which the deceased 
belonged was at the * Soldiers’ Rest”? near the depot, and 
the foregoing facty were made Kuown to its officers. The 
‘officer of the day”? f regiment detailed a corperal 
and three privates to go and take charge of the body, which | 
they did, promising to attend to it immediately, and also | 
stating that they would take the body home with them. | 
The jury donated their fees. amounting to six dollars, for 
the purpose of assisting in defraying the expenses of such 
removal, which was paid overto Corporal Henry W. Drake 
and his receipt taken therefor. The police officer then 
left the body in the care of his former comrades. About 
half past four o'clock officer Pendel, of the metropolitan 
police, found that the body had not been removed as had 
been promised him, and no one in charge of it. He imme 

diately reported the fact to Captain Moore, corner of F 
and Twenty-Firststreets, who directed acterk to take down 
his statements and give immediate attention to the case. 
Atnine o’clock at night, however, the body was still inthe 
same place where the inquest had been held. Officer Pierce 
being informed of the fact went iminediately to the rail 

road depotand reported to Captain Campwho was in charge 
there. Captain Camp furnished officer Pierce with five 
men and a stretcher, and sent Captain Ripley, who was in 
command of the guard, to the Sanitary Commission Lodge 
to make arrangements forthe reception of the body. Oth 

ecr Pierce and the soldiers took the body to the dead-house 
of the Jodge and left it in charge of one of the employés. 
The ring, combs, and knite, were delivered to Liewtenant 
Colonel George B. Osborne of the regiment to which the 
deceased belonged. 

The committee is informed and believes that if informa- 
tion had becn conveyed to Captain Moore at any time be- 
fore five o’clock, the remains of the deceased would have 
been properly aud decently interred in the cemetery at the 
Soldiers’ Home; but at that hour all the ambulances had 
been sent to the hospitals. Early the next morning the 
body was so interred. 

‘The committee propose noaction inthe premises, as the 
members of the police were misled by the promises of the 
comrades of the deceased that they would take care of the 
body and have it conveyed to Pennsylvania. 

The coroner informs the committee that the lieutenant 
colonel of the regiment to which the deceased belonged 
Was examined as a witiess, aud that said colonel agreed 
to see the body properly cared for; that he, the said coro- 
ner, told the colonel where a coffin could be procured at 
the expense of the Government. The coroner turther says 
that in addition to notifying a police officer to inform the 
officers of the regiment of the death of said soldier, he also 
directed lim to notify Captain Moore. The committee 
have no information that this was done prior to five o’clock. 

The committee have noexcusce to offer for Captain Moore 
for not having rewoved the body after being notified, except 
that given above, nor for the police in not notifying Captain 
Moore before five o'clock. 
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The fact that the body was left as aboy: d 


Crit 


& gross outrage upon public deceucy, but as tye, — 
have been a misunderstanding in the case. ty... 
ask to be discharged from the further « onsider sare 
subject. ae 


PENITENTIARY IN TIE visrricr. 
Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio, from the ¢ mn 
for the District of Columbia, re ported back ja, 

to provide for the erection of a penitentiary it 
District of Columbia, with amendments ° 
Mr. PRUYN. [understand that thay },; 
an appropriation, and must be consider ai 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the U 
The SPEAKER. It appro 


a penitentiary in the District, 


m 
n C 


Kes 


{- 
nior 


priates $290,000 for 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE, 
A message from the Senate, by Mr. Fonyey 
its Secretary, announced that the Senate 4. 
passed an act (No. 198) to aid the Indian ; 
gees to return to their homes in the Indiay T,, 


t 


j- 


tory; in which he was directed to ask the en, 
currence of the House. 7 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. I move thatth 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 
into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. we 

The motion was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended; and the Hoge 
accordingly resolved itselfinto the Committee os 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Py; 
in the chair,) and proceeded to the consid 
as a special order, of the business of the Distr ' 
of Columbia. 

STEAM FIRE-ENGINE. 

The first bill in order was an act (S. No. 163 
providing for the purchase of a steam fire-eng 

The bill appropriates $4,000 for the purchas 
of a steam fire-engine for the use of the Colum. 
bia fire company, to be purchased and kept 
efficient condition by the company or by thee 
poration of the city of Washington without fur 
ther charge to the Government. 

The Committee for the District of Columbia re- 
ported the following amendment: 





Add to the bill the following new section: 
Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the said engine 


shall be under the general direction and control of the ma 
| nicipal authorities of the city of Washington, and nothing 
in this act contgined shall be construed as in any 


pairing the authority of the said Government over said 
Columbia fire company, or of Congress in the controjol 
said engine. 


The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. THAYER. I move to amend the first 
section by striking out the words ‘Ci 
fire company ”’ and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words **fire brigade established by the Govern- 
ment.’? Mr. Chairman, it is a matter of pubic 


t } 

| notoriety that the Government has establis 

| fire department here, which is ordinarily d¢ 

| inated the fire brigade. It seems to me to bes 


absurdity for us to be appropriating $4,000 fora 
volunteer association to buy a fire-engine, Instead 
of increasing, if it be necessary to ierease, the 
capacities of the organization established by the 
Government. Why should we vote $4,000 fora 
volunteer association which may be abandoned 
in six months? 

Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. Let me say ‘0 the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania that this Columba 
fire company was chartered in 1810, that! is the 
first fire company ever organized here, that 1% 
buildings aregpartly owned by the Government, 
that they are located in the immediate neighvor- 
hood of this Capitol, and that it is the spect! 
province of the company to protect — rhe 
property, and particularly this Capitol. *" 
members of this company have a fine libre y 
The idea of giving a dré-dngine to a brigade oF 
ganized without authority of law, and which msy 
be dismissed at any time, Is absurd. 1“ 

Mr. THAYER. Mr. Chairman, in regan MK 
what has fallen from the gentleman from ON!” 
I can only say that I know nothing of the - 
tory or antecedents of this voluntary - = 
tion, the Columbia fire company, and | therefor 
know nothing to its prejudice. But, sir, 80" 
seem to me that when we have here an organs” 
body under the contro! of the Governmen 
this express purpose, which is In actual 8 yr 
and successful operation, and when that oN 
ization is a Government creature, that If 0° 
tional conveniences are wanted for putt 
fires, every dictate of common sense req! 
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uld enlarge the capacities of that Govern- 


Mr. BEAMAN. Let the amendment be read; 


. { |} made to one of the fire companies of the District 

one nee - ptorganizalion, rather than =pee the enone? lI en rs is pnananerenens. rather than to this fire beteaies such as | ender- 
e comp p United States upon a yvoruntlary associa- || Me ame rr me " was “om read, \| stand it to be. The bill further provides that the 
ration | r the same purpose. ; mat. PHAYER. lt is (rue, and I suppose that || engine shall be purchased for and kept in efficrent , 

~The gentleman Says, suppose this organiza- || is the object of the gentleman from Michigan in |} condition by the Columbia fire company or by 
ICT, on, created by the Government fora mere Gov- |) having the amendm« nt read, that this company || the corporation of the city of Washington with- 
Commits us ment purpose, should be abandoned ; if that || 1s under the control of the District authorities, || out further charge to the Government 
back » chould be the case, of course the property would |, But that does not control the right of property I now call the attention of the committee to the 
lary in t revert; or rather, I should not say revert, for it || transferred to this company In a steam-engine by |} proposed amendment. Jt provides that such en- 
is. never would have left the control of the United || the first section of the bill. On the contrary, it gine shall be under the general direction and con- 
bill makes States. It would remain — itis Rays this i simply gives the District authorities a control as trol of the municipal authorities of the city of 
ed in Cog. gppropriauion should be made, t ve property of the it controls all othe r firé companies which are sub- | Washington, or, if the section is amemled as pro- 
© Unior [ited States. It is quite a wore thing from | ject to the local municipal regulations, So much || posed, the fire brigade established by the Govern- 
250,000 for donating the same amount for the benefitof avol- || for that. The first section of the bill gives the | ment, and that nothing in the act shail be con- 

yutary assOclallons, which may be abandoned at \| property to the company. strued in any way to impair the authority of the ‘ 
: ally ume. E is 8 ‘ i Now, in regard to what the gentleman from city government over such fire company, or of 
: Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. E The gen- Ohio {Mr. M ORRIS | stated in regard to the fire Congress over such fire-engine. 
* Poryey, tleman will allow me to ask a question. fhe |, brigade, and about it consisting of steam-engines || The long and short of the whole matter is that 
senate had ond tleman speaks of this fire brigade as a Govern- || coming from Philadelphia, L suppose the gentle- \| we are called upon to vote $4,000 to a fire com- 
Ndian refy. - nt ¢ reanization, and of the Columbia fire com- || man can scarcely be unacquainted with the great pany in the city of Washington, and | say we 


dian Terr. 
k the COn- 


my asavoumary organization, I desire to call 
Vie tention particularly to this point, and to ask 
LIS DLeciiss . ° 
uber Uiis fire brigade is not also a volun- 


|| the famous character which it has acquired | 


celebrity of the fire system of Philadelphia, and 


have no more right to do that than we have to vote 
$4,000 for an engine company in the city of Ga- 


him whe || throughout the country for efficiency, and will || lena, or in the town which has the honor to claim 
atthe rules tary association. I || not therefore be prejudiced by the fact that the || my distinguished friend from Pennsylvania { Mr. 
Solve itself Mr. THAY ER. No,sir. Aslunderstand, it || engines now used come from that city. I presume 


he state of 


the Hi use 


MM itlee oy 


is an organization formed under the auspices of 


that no higher recommendation could be given to 


Tarver] as one of its citizens. We are asked, 
notwithstanding all we have done, notwithstand- 


the Secretary of War. Atthe breaking outof the || this organization under the authority of the Geov- ing all we are doing for the city of Washington, 
war the facilities for putting out fires were so very || ernment, and no higher hope of its efficiency could || to appropriate $4,000 to one of its fire companies. 


fow, and there had such a vast amount of Govern- 
property accumulated here, rendered inse- 


mene 


| anything in reference to the history of this fire 


be inspired in the minds of any one who knows 


There is no end to the greed of this city. We have 


¢ j paved their streets, we have lighted them, brought 
(Mr. Pre cure by the lack of these facilities, that the neces- || brigade than to state that both the engines and the || water into the city at an expense of $5,000,000; 
sideration, gies of the case, and a proper consideration for 


the Distrje, 


3. No. 168 


fire-engin 


Government property, required that the Secretary 
of War should provide increased facilities for put- 
ting cut ires in this city. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. Has there 
ever been any legislation of Congress in regard 


¢ fir 


| in which fire companies have gained a reputation 
|| which | de not think is exceeded by that of that 


firemen come from the city of Philadelphia, a city 








description of organization in any other city of 
the United States. 
But I do not intend to take up the time of the 


and yet this city of one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand inhabitants refuse to sprinkle the streets by 
the water Congress has brought to their doors, 
and if that is done at all, it will have to be done 
by Congress. 


Iam opposed to this whole thing. I say let 


© purchen to that ¢ rganization ? ' House by prolonging the discussion on a matter | the city raise their taxation, and take care of their 
the Colum. Mr. THAYER, | am notaware that there has || of no great magnitude. It does seem to me, how- || fire companies and their streets, and make them 
and kept it been. Lam pe rhaps not perfectly well acquainted || ever,to involvea principle which ought to be ad- |} decent and passable, and if they desire to make 
by thecors with the history of this organization, perhaps not those companiesa present of fire-engines let them 


Villiout lur- 


‘ ' 
olumbia Te- 


he said engine 
trol of the me 
nh, and not 

n any wa 
ent over said 
the control of 


+ 


nd the first 
** Columbia 
thereof the 
the Govern- 


so well as my colleague, [Mr. Kexxey,] and who 
| see is on the floor, who | expected would give 
tie House some information on this subject. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Pennsylvania. 1 recollect 
no legislation upon the subjtet during the last 
Congress, and | never heard of it before. 

Mr. THAYER. I am not stating that there 
has been any legislation on the subject. [| am 
notaware that there has been, 
the fact, and | presume everybody knows the fact, 

tsuch an organization has been created, and 
. thatitis under control of the officers of the Gov- 
nent, and L say that that being the case, it is 


tha 


el 

better that we should spend this money ina way | 
in which Government shall certainly derive the | 
| 


efit of it, rather than that we should expend 


upon a voluntary associauion which is not un- 


But | do know | 








appropriate money for any purpose the Govern- 
ment should employ the agents and means to ex- 
ecute that purpose. Itis our duty to appropriate 
money in that way which will keep it under the 
control of the Government, so as to inure to its 
benefit and advantage rather than to leave the 
matter to a company which may have a fluctua- 
ting and uncertain existence. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 
] have seen a great many curious bills brought 
into this House, especially from the Senate, but 
I have never seen any more singular than the one 
now pending. ‘The gentleman who has just taken 
his seat seems to have addressed his remarks more 
particularly to the amendment than in opposition 
to the bill. I am opposed to the amendment as 


hered to, and thatis, where we are called upon to | 
} 
| 


| 
| 


do itthemselves, and not call on Congress tocom- 
el the people of the United States to foot the bill. 
rhe ground upon which it is urged that this pur- 
chase of an engine should be made for this fire 
company is, that itis to protectthe property of the 
Government. If the public buildings cannot be 
protected without such an appropriation as this, 
I say let the public buildings go. lam opposed 
to this whole bill, and all like bills. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I am surprised to see so 
large an amount of eloquence expended upon BO 
smella matter. It is said by the gentleman who 
last addréssed the committee that there is no more 
reason why we should appropriate $4,000 to bny 
a sleam-engine for a fire company in Washing- 
ton than there is that we should spend $4,00U to 


er of pu well as to the bill; and I desire the attention of || buy an engine for a company in Galena. ltought 
rt ‘ontrol c a (Y , + . 5 ; 
atablished s der the control of the Government. the committee for one moment to the character of || to be remembered that the Government itself has 


rily denom- 
me to be al 
$4,000 fora 


_ Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. -1 understand that this 


from Philade Iphia, 


rigade is simply Hibernia Company Ne. 3, | 


this proposition under which we are asked to ap- 
propriate $4,000 of our constituents’ money to 
buy a fire-engine for the city of Washington. 


something like $30,000,000 of property in this 
city to be protected from fire. In that fact we find 


; : L reason why the Government should appropriate 
vine, instead Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. No. 1. | tappropriates $4,000 **out of any money in || something for the’ protection of that property 
merense, (he Mr. MORRIS, of Ohio. “Exactly, No. 1; }| the Treasury not otherwise appropriated’’ (1 do || from the flames. We should remember also that 


ished by the 
44,000 fora 
¥ 

» abandoned 


» gay tO the 
sis Columbia 
that itis the 
ere, that its 
Fyovernment, 
ite neighbor 
; the special 
Government 
pitol, The 
fine library. 
1 brigade or 
d which may 


in reve rd to 
g 


brought here by Secretary Cameron, and paid a 
Very high price for protecting the property of the 
Government, bringing with them their own en- 
gue. Now,asa matter of course, as soon as the 
War Is over, this company will return to Phila- 
tephia, while this Columbia company is a per- 
mavent institution here, the Government now 
owning its engine, owning the building in which 
they keep it, and which,‘to all intents and pur- 
poses, isa Government company; while the other 


t 


F acy, and, between the two, is the company to 


* relied on for the protection of Government | 
Property, Is it not, then, better to supply an | 


eh 


another city for a mege 


Mr. THAYER. 


temporary purpose ? 


“Ousists Of mere volunteers for a particular exi- | 


‘give to this company, located in this capital, | 
flier than to a company brought here from | 


. ' hope the gentleman from | 
‘0 will wait until I have concluded what I have | 


not think there is any large amount in the Treas- 
ury not appropriated at the present time) for the 
purchase of a steam-eengine for the use of the Co- 
lumbia fire company of Washington city. The 
amendment proposes to strike out the words 
** Columbia fire company,”’ and to insert in lieu 
thereof the words * fire brigade established by the 
Government,’”’ which is a sort of institution not | 
clearly defined, so far as I have been able to learn 
in this debate. 

Mr. THAYER. Allow me to say thatI thought 
I had clearly defined it. It is an organization 
created by the Secretary of War out of the neces- | 
sities of the Government and uader the control of 
the War Department for the purpose of adding to 
the faciliuies for putting out fires in Washington. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That must | 


rest upona slight basis. It is an organization 





there is about an equal amount of property in 
this city belonging to the citizens of Washington. 
I wish to know why a fire-engine company, be- 


| cause it is efficient, should be brought from Phil- 


adelphia to protect the property of the citizens of 
Washington? There may be very efficient com- 
panics in Philadelphia and in New York and in 
Boston; but | find no reason in that why they 
should be brought here to protect the property of 
the citizens of this District, and to be paid more 
than the city pays its firemen in this city for pro- 
tecling Its property. 

Mr. THAYER. || would inquire of the gen- 
tleman whether the want of efficient facilities here 
for properly protecting the property of the Gov- 
ernment from conflagration would not, in his 
opinion, bé a sufficient justification for bringing 
here an efficient fire company and their apparatus 


n from Ohio, established by the will merely of the Secretary of || from New York, Philadelphia, orany other place. 
o of the his ‘ ‘ay. I supposed that he rose to make an in- || War, and can be disbanded whenever he pleases. || Mr. PATTERSON. I say itis yet to be shown 


ary associs- 


id 1 there fore 


sir, it doe 


(ury and nota speech. I have taken up more 


ume than Lexpected on this comparatively un- 
Mportant subject, 


Mr. THAYER. The property remains in the 
custody of the agent of the War Department. I | 





that there 1s a lack of efficiency in the fire depart- 


ment of this city. Letters were put into the 


: do not want to be congidered as the especial ad- || hands of the committee from Professor Bache, 

Now agar 2 j . . } . ‘ n » 

an organized rent W, In regard to what has been stated by the |! vocate of this measure. 1 simply stand here to || and other gentlemen of this city, stating that the 
vernment for 2 !Ceman from Ohio in reference to the Columbia 


yetual service 
. that orga’ 
that if addr 
+ putting out 
requires that 


4 
art 


‘ation of a building owned by the United States. 

that hee he will scarcely expect us to velieve 

ra ownership of the building will carry with 
“Me Ownership of the engine ? 


. 


—.ompany. "That company is now in occu- | 


say that it is better to appropriate to an organiza- 
tion under the control of the Government than to 
an irresponsible association. 


Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I differ with 


my friend in regard tothat. Ifan appropriation is | 


\| to be made for this purpose I prefer thapit should be | 





fire department here is one of the most efficient 
which they have ever known. 

Mr. THAYER. If the gentleman will permit 
me, | would like to ask him whether he does not 
know that it was a matter of public notortety at 
the time this fire brigade was created that the 
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facilities for putting out fires in Washington were 
entirely inadequate to the exigencies of the case, 

Mr. PATTERSON. Even if that were so, 
sir, we find no reason in it why a company should 


thrown as a public burden upon the Government 
and paid out of the public Treasury. It would be 





in this city; and, as | understand it, this fire 
a brigade was organized without law, simply under 
the authority of the Secretary of War. Now I 
epprehend i would be better to organize a fire 
brigade, if you please, ora fire police, in the city 





used by that fire brigade the property of the Gov- 
7 ernment, as it will be if we appropriate this $4,000 
for the purpose ef securing a steam fire-engine. 
The argument of the gentleman from Illinois 
{[Mr. Wasnuporne] goes against all appropria- 
tions; and 
perience | have had in this House with this fact, 
that when a very small appropriation is called for 
some matter of the utmostimportance, why then 
there is great opposition to it; but if a ship canal 
ora steamship, or something else that calls for 
millions comes before the House, it is rushed 
through here as a thing of the least importance; 
then our economy looks to the appropriation of 
those large amounts and we are called upon in the 


o 


Pr he 


Sac? 


name of patriotism to make the appropriation; 

‘ but when a man has an honest claim against the 

tae Government, or some small appropriation hke 
ia 


EES 5 this is called for, the economy of the House is 
: ; always brought up here against its passage. 

Mr. RANDALL, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Chair- 
man, I think that this appropriation is entirely 
unnecessary, and that in the present state of the 
finances of the country the House would not be 
justified in making it. I desire, however, to say 
a word respecting the merits of these companies. 


he 


er eae 


; pany came here. 
, the Secretary of War. They came here ata mo- 
ment’s notice. They came here preparad to do 
their duty from the beginning to the end, and the 
sequel has shown that they stand high in that re- 
spect. 

l repeat that this appropriation is not neces- 
sary, and | think the billought nottopass. lam 
perfectly willing to establish, as faras weare able 
to do so, uniform and exact regulations as to the 
control of the fire department of Washington, 
but I am at the same time unwilling to send this 


¥ 2 
Cee. ok ce 


Se een ae 


BBs. ii 


or reason. 
As to the appropriation of the money, I have 
nothing to sayabout that. If the majority of the 


SSS 


WCE AP GOI Ys, 


money, they are welcome todo it. The respons- 


ibility does not rest upon me, for I resist the | 


needless expenditure of this amount of money. 
Mr. KELLEY. Mr. Chairman, lam opposed 

to the bill now before the House granting this 

7 money to the fire brigade or to the company 


Was & 


ment. lam not going to discuss the merits of 
- the Philadelphia fire department, or of any other; 
but I want to recur briefly to the condition of 
things at the ume at which that steam-engine was 


quantiues of military stores. 
ment of the District—whatever may be said of 
the conduct of this particular company at the 
time this Capitol was burning—was certainly nei- 
ther very complete in its apparatus nor very effi- 


ity of the department. 
time, seen one of the volunteer companies of the 
District marched into the space in front of the 
War Department to be sworn into the service of 
the United States for the protection of this city, 
and had seen more than half of them reftise to 
take the oath. Out of a company of seventy- 
eight men, forty refused to take the oath; and it 


eS OI ON FUE RE IIS BT Pe TE Nr ep ily 1 


i was not safe to leave the charge of the public 
+. stores toa volunteer fire department made up very 
% much of the same materials that constituted those 

volunteer companies. It was important that an 
7 engine or engines more efficient than the little 
ae hand engines of the District should be at hand. 


be transported from Philadelphia here, and be | 


far better to organize an efficient corps of firemen | 


of Washington under law, and have the property | 


I have been struck in the short ex- || 


The gentleman asks why this Philadelphia com- || 
They came here at the wish of | 


company into the fire department of Washington | 
with free foot to do as they please withoutrhyme | 


House think that they can waste this amount of | 


named; both to the original bill and to the amend- | 


introduced into the city of Washington. The 
i Government was aggregating here immense | 


The fire depart. | 


cient in the performance of its duties; and more | 
than that, there was great question as to what | 
might, under certain circumstances, be the fidel- || 
I had, shortly before that | 


| The then Secretary of War procured a steam-en- 
gine aud an efficient company, and stationed it, 
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| which will result, | undertake to eay, in t — 
$100,000 from the ‘Treneurys to bee et 


as I understand, where it is most convenient for | 
| the protection of Government stores, which were 


in frame buildings, easily inflammable, which had 
| been constructed for the temporary shelter of 
those stores. 

I do not think it belongs to Congress to organ- 
ize a fire department for the city of Washington. 
I think that is a pretty important part of munici- 
palduty. I know that we of Philadelphia have 


| had as efficient a fire departmentas, perhaps, any | 


other citizens, and one that for a series of years 
gave us as much trouble as any other organiza- 
tion in that or any other city. I know thata fire 
| department, to be organized here, should be or- 
ganized under municipal control, with adequate 
restraints, and therefore | am opposed to appro- 
ere ener ees. volunteer fire company. 


| to forty million dollars of stores, I think it should 

| not be restricted to the one steam-engine that it 
has here, but that it would be judicious, asa tem- 
porary measure, to provide one or more addi- 
| tional ones. But that is a question for those who 

have charge of the Government stores. 

\| The point that | want to impress on the House 

is that I do not think we ought to organize a vol- 
| unteer fire department and give it a steam-engine. 
And I do not think that we ought to give to what 
is called the fire brigade here such a sum of money 
to expend—for it is a mere temporary arrange- 
|| ment—a body of men and an apparatus brought 
here to be used by the Government during what 
| we hoped would be a brief exigency. 


|| Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Mr. Chair- 
| man, I would not trouble the committee with any 


| that m 


distinguished friend from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Parrerson] has read me, all in good 
temper, and which | received in the same good 
spirit. Jt was not necessary for the gentleman 
from New Hampshire to tell me that any member 
of the House who runs athwart private interests 
and the projects of individualsis not particularly 
oopular with parties interested, both out of this 
iouse and in this House. The gentleman from 
New Hampshire insinuated, rather than stated, 
that while | could be very eloquent over these 
small things | was very ready to vote for larger 
appropriations; and he spoke of ship canals and 
other measures. 
any ship-canal project this session of Congress, 
and | presume | shall not vote for any for which 


question comes up. And on the same principle 
I shall vote for that project as | have voted for 
other military measures connected with the de- 
fense of the country, and particularly on the At- 
lantic coast. | am willing to leave to the country 
my record in regard to all my votes on our ap- 
propriations. I wish there were more gentlemen 





wasteful and extravagant appropriations, even 
| some of the smallest, for it is these many small 
| appropriations that make, in the aggregate, a 
large sum. 

Mr. Chairman, let me go a little further. As 
the gentleman has seen fit to lecture me in regard 
to my course in resisting what I believe to be un- 
necessary appropriations, I wish to ask him how 
he has been found when these questions of appro- 
priations have been before us? 
of the votes given by my honorable friend. When 


the Whole on the state of the Union, | attempted 
to defeat the appropriation of $135,000 for the pur- 
chase of a piece of property at the Charlestown 
navy-yard. I opposed it first on the ground that 
it was unnecessary, and secondly on the ground 
that the sum named was enormous and extrava- 
| gant, and in fact that it was reported to be a swin- 
‘| die, as it has turned out to be since. The people 
|| of Charlestown saw it to be a swindle and senta 
|} committee here toexpose it. The gentleman from 
| New Hampshire would not go with me in my 
| vain attempt to get the committee to strike it out, 
|| but he voted, if | rightly remember, to keep it in 
|} the bill. It was a little thing, only $135,000—a 
mere bagatelle, and I ** grew eloquent over it,”’ 
| as the gentleman would say, and he refused to 
} vote against the appropriation. 
| "Phere weg a bill before the House the other day 


| further remarks if it had not been for the lecture | 


I believe | have not voted for | 


the gentleman himself will not vote when the | 


I remembersome | 


the naval appropriation bill was in Committee of | 


3ut, on the other hand, remembering, as I do, || 
| that the Government has here now from twenty 








to go with me in trying to stay some of these || 





|| He went with the majority of the 
| najority of the House is, of cour 
| than I profess to be. i 


—— 


hands of some patent-right man, 


and the gen, 
man (Mr. Parrerson] was fo — 


und voting forths: 
House, and +) 

Se, much wise, 
ing to compara 
Ww Hampshire in 
Nn, unfortunately 


e. Lam will 
records with my friend from Ne 


regard to these votes. I have bee : 
too long in Congress, and I know how these reed 
are brought here. I know the arcuments- na 
the pressure; and | know how much entisritinn 
yield and let all these matters go throush th, isto 
resistthem. But I believe there is such a thi : 
| as duty to the country in these times, and no cam 
| ber of this House, who is rigid and persistent i, 
his opposition to every dollar of appropriatios 
which is not absolutely necessary, need have any 
fear of his record when submitted to the inal 
of his constituents and the country, oar 

But, sir, in these times, when Congress has gp. 
propriated tens of millions, hundreds of million, 
| yes, sir, thousands of millions, as we hay: since 

this rebellion broke out, I would appeal to all the 
members of this House as the guardians of the 
| rightsand the purses of the people, that we should 

guard still more wigilantly all the appropriations 
that are to come before us. That is the platform 
upon which | stand in all this matter of appropri- 
ations, both great and small, and therefore opnog 
this bill and all kindred bills. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I ask the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Dumonrt,] who is entitled to the 
floor, to allow me to ask the gentleman from |\\j. 
nois a question, 

Mr. DUMONT. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I want to ask the gentlemar, 
if he has made his statement asa mere rhetorical 
flourish, or whether we have actually appropri- 
ated these thousands of millions of dollars? | 
have been aware that the appropriations made by 
this Congress were exceedingly large, but | did 
not know how much we had appropriated. | 
seems to me as if he had spoken the truth, but | 
should like to know from him whether itis really 
the fact. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. Itseems the 
gentleman did not ask the question for informa- 
tion, then. 

Mr. DUMONT. Oh, Mr. Chairman, I cannot 
agree to allow a triangular fight of this kind to go 
on. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. I merely 
desire to say this: the gentleman from Wiscon- 
sin has access to the records, and I have no doubt 
without referring to them knows how many ap- 
propriations he has voted for himself to carry on 
| the war and put down the rebellion. He can per- 
haps now state to the House and the country 
how many appropriations he has sustained to put 
| down Jeff. Davis’s rebellion. 

Mr. ELDRIDGE. I believe I have voted for 
them pretty much all, but can the gentleman tell 
me how much they amount to? 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. The gen- 
tleman, I presume, would like to know; for | am 
| not aware that he has voted for a single appro- 
priation or asingle measure necessary for putung 
down this rebellion. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. | trust that I 
shall be permitted a single word. Charlestown 
has not entered at all into the controversy, and | 
must protest against that portion of the remarks 
of the gentleman from Illinois which denounces 
the appropriation of $135,000 in the navel ap- 
propriation bill for the purchase of land to increase 
the usefulness of the Charlestown navy-yard a8 
aswindle. I donot believe there are any tae e 
the possession of the gentleman from I|linols that 
will justify him in making the declaration her 
thatit wasaswindle. ‘th 

Mr. DUMONT. I really must go on wit 
what I was saying. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from In- 
diana will proceed without interruption. ; 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. | hope the = 
tleman will allow me to conclude what I was 
| saying. 

Mr. DUMONT. Very well, go 
Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. 


pPpose 





on. 
I submit, 8!t, 


that there was not one particle of evidence sub- 
| mitted either to the Committee of Waysand Means 

or to the Committee on Naval Affairs, 
| House of Representatives, from the time | 


or to the 
hat bill 
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